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mTRODUCTORY EPISTLE 
TO THE READER. 



It is proper that my first letter should be 
addressed immediately to you, that I may ex- 
cite your curiosity, fix your attention, and con- 
ciliate your favor. 

Are you a profound scholar ? Then regard 
with a candid eye these humble efforts of one 
who is not. Let not the following pages awak- 
en your jealousy and envy, or provoke your 
critical severity. If you are not instructed, you 
may be admonished by these letters. They 
certainly contain some things infinitely worthy 
of your time and thoughts. You may have 
read many larger volumes, classically pure an3 
elegant, pleasing to the fancy and transporting 
t6 the soul, but which have seldom quickened 
your memory of those things, which belong to 
your peace. 

But if you have already had the wisdom to 
attend to these things, then, no doubt, 1 shall re- . 
ceive from you all the notice and applause, which 
I deserve or desire. You will see what I am. 
aiming at; and I hope you wiU \)\d m^ «^^ 
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speed . The volume will do you no good . Bui 
it may enable you to do much good to others, 
who might even by such a clue be guided out 
of the labyrinth in which they are kept. Yoa 
can recommend, and circulate it. 

Do you belong to any of those sects 
or denominations, whose doctrines and beha- 
viour I have often spoken of with disapprobation! 
Whatever be your creed, if you are pious, vir- 
tuous, humble, candid and charitable chris- 
tian reader, the rebuke is not meant for you. 
1 know most amiable and excellent persons; 
who are connected with these very churcheS; 
whose errors, conduct, and bad spirit, I have 
plainly pointed out. You will not be offendet 
at me, my dear reader, unless it is one artick 
of your creed, that there ' can be no sin and in- 
iquity within your church ; that there is no un- 
holy and unri2;hteous person, who belongs tc 
your denomination, and subscribes to yonr faith 
Whether you are good or bad yourself, you can- 
not believe, thus. I wish yoa to bear this ii 
mind, whatever be your name, — that if yoi 
truly have the spirit, the mind, the meekncsi 
and gentleness of Christ ; if you exercise tht 
godliness, virtue and charity, enjoined in th« 
gospel ; then you are free, and are not implicat- 
ed in these remarks and cgnsuros. 

Are you a Trinitarian? Many Trinitarians del 

love and honor; not because they hold that 

mfsteriouSf and, to me, uuscrtvjwtt^ ^oictxvtie: 



init because they hold it in the exercise of a 
tolerant and charitable spirit. 

Are you an Episcopalian? There are those 
imoog the departed, and also among die living, 
jf whom I cherish most pleasing remembrances. 
Sweet friends ! I have regretted that J your 
}Ook of Common Prayer was not mwch more 
evangelical in doctrine than it is. Beauties and 
excellences it has; but its defects are plain, and 
painful to many a lover of truth, and a trouble 
to those, who desire to worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth. 

Are you a Baptist? It has been my privi- 
lege to meet with those, in whose company I 
Forgot that there was any separating wall be- 
tween even a Unitarian and a Baptist. I have 
?aid little or nothing abOut your peculiar senti- 
ments or conduct. If you are even tempered, 
babitually pious, and kind to others, as a debtor 
to grace should be, you will be pleased and pro- 
fited by this volume. 

Are you a PJethodlst ? My acquaint^ince 
with many of your denominaiicHi has made a 
favorable impression on rr-y heart. You have 
some doctrines, in my opinion, not taught by 
the Saviour, and you have too much passion, 
groaning, noise, and extravagance. 1 like your 
cheerful, and lively piety; and wish that your 
cheerfulness and life might be connected with 
more soberness, discretion and stability . I U»ye 
hked that catholic spirit ^ which you rcva\\fc^\^ 
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your communion seasons, inviting professors of 
all denominations to what you, very properly 
and consistently, call the ^ Lord's table, not 
yours !' Twentyfive years ago, I was present 
at one of your meetings, and was so charmed 
with this ti'ait of your character, that 1 have not 
forgotten that sacramental occasion yet. The 
language of the altar; the words of the hymn, 
which filled up the intervals of time, while some 
were leaving and others were approaching the 
altar; the tune, simple, but touching; the whole 
scene [ remember distinctly. 

Your people have often given me the im- 
pression, that they thought the world large 
enough to contain all the followers of Wesley, 
(though numerous) together with a great multi- 
tude of other denominations; that a person may 
have a pious heart and a good conscience, and 
savingly follow Christ, though he do not wholly 
follow you; — that there may be good persons 
out of your church, who will be received up 
into heaven. 1 have had many a pleasing inter- 
view with Christians of your sect. You, I trust, 
will find but few reasons for disliking, and many 
for liking these letters, which I have published 
with the hope and desire to promote the spirit- 
ual good of men; and to build up the pure arid 
peaceful kingdom of our blessed Saviour. 

Are you a Calvinist.^ You will find frequent 

jTDention of the doctrines and spirit of your sect 

in these pages. You may feeV ^Vatvci^^ W ^^ 



dignity of the name. You may feel bound to 
resent, discredit or disregard, what I have said, 
on account of your brethren, if not on your own 
account. 1 hope, however, that you are such 
a friend to truth an^ charity, that you will be 
willing to have the errors and sins of even your 
own party detected, and, if possible, reformed. 

Though I have pointed out what 1 accounted 
errorsln the faith of many Christians, yet 1 have 
not asserted my own infallibility; nor written an 
anathema on the creed of any one. But the 
temper and conduct of many Calvinists I have 
spoken of, in the grave, the earnest, and the 
solemn language, which becomes a disciple and 
minister of Jesus Christ, who, lamblike, meek, 
lowly, and gentle, as he was, sometimes looked 
around him with a holy indignation. 

I trust there are thousands, who, though they 
assent to the Calvinistic doctrines, sacredly ab- 
hor the Calvinistic spirit. If you, dear reader, 
possess the virtues and graces of him, who should 
be your Master, you will not, I think, be offend- 
ed at my animadversions on dispositions and 
practices, contrary to, and expressly forbidden 
by the gospel of Christ. There are those, and 
I believe not by any means a few, of your sect, 
who heartily disapprove of the very things, 
of which I have spoken with disapprobation. 
They have told me, they have told many so. 

Are you Orthodox? I mean in the cowN^tk- 
QonaJ, or technical sense of that wotd. \tL ^^ 
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language of these evil and contentious times, 
ilo you belong to the Orthodox party P You 
will find in these letters some notice taken of 
your party, their measures, conduct, spirit, &c. 
But if you are orthodox also in the highest, 
most important, and gospel sense of that terra, 
vou will, 1 trust, not be angry with me; but 
kraent, as 1 do, the blindness or the sinfulness 
but too manifest in some of those who make 
j'j;reat professions of sanctity of heart, and 
soundness of faith. 

I have as good evidence as I desire, that not 
a small number of those who have assumed, or 
inherited the name Orthodox, reject the. doc- 
trines generally which I reject, or attach no 
vital importance to them; and that a large pro- 
portion of the party are not chargeable with the 
vices and sins, which 1 have at times mention- 
od. Orthodoxy signifies rather a ' side ' or 
party in religious contention, than any particu- 
lar system of faith, or set of opinions. 

I seldom meet with an ' Orthodox' person, 
who is, on inquiry, really a Trinitarian or a 
Calvinist. 

You may hear those who call themselves or-' 

thodox, and attach great irapoitance to the 

word, and think Unitarians no Christians, and 

destitute of any reasonable hope of Heaven, — 

who will still deny the docUVae o? XoVal de^t^^i- 

f'iy, election^ predestination, tVve d^mwax\«\\ ^^^ 

fnlants, (what an expression l") xScie ^ocAxvw^ oS 
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imputed sio, and imputed righteousness, the 
Calvinistic vietv of the atonement, and the doc- 
trine of the trinity. Such things strengthen 
and increase my convictions that a worldly spir- 
it, to an alarming degree, actuates the Orthodox 
as a party. 

You may also hear many of those who are 
ranged under orthodox banners, expressing the 
most generous and charitable sentiments towards 
Unitarians. Many of them confess that they are 
entangled and caught — they confess that they 
had misunderstood our character and doctrines. 
They dislike the measures and spirit of the 
party; and would be glad to have Christians of 
all denominations treated with justice, respect, 
and brotherly kindness. 

,1 hope you are such, dear reader. If you 
are not, it highly concerns you to examine 
yourself, whether you are in the faith, and 
have truly 'put on Christ/ 

I have been long and variously connected 
with those called Orthodox. J have had many 
opportunities to know them, not only by report, 
but personally; — to know much of their con- 
duct, temper, and character. Providence has 
so placed them near me frequently, that they 
had ample room to make exhibitions of their 
graces — to manifest their moderation, humililv, 
candor, and christian Jove. And Wie^ix ^^'S^'s»- 
jn^ record of many. As to oiVieis oi ^ eowXx'^x^ 



description, I pray that tliey may be renewe 
in the temper of their mind, and that they ma 
have just views of that cross, v^rhich they mus 
take and bear, if they would follow Christ. 

I have, for several years, been a most intei 
ested spectator of the conduct and spirit of yoi 
party. 1 have bitterly felt the influence of thes 
things, as a man, as a member of society, as 
friend to the civil, social, and domestic vvelfai 
of the community, ais a believer in Christianit] 
and, for these eight or ten years past, as 
preacher of the blessed gospel. 1 have bee 
shocked at many of the scenes, which ha\ 
come within my view — shocked at that mor: 
lethargy, too often discoverable in your adhe: 
ents ; shocked at either that ignorance, stupic 
ity, and blindness, or that pervcrsenc^s ar 
iniquity, of which you have given many disgus 
ing, huit^iliating, and lamentable indications, 
have been often shocked at your apparent wai 
of moral feeling and principle — at tlie torp< 
of your conscience, and the mordid action ( 
your piety. That you should put in sue 
claims to a right faith, to a new heart, to 
heavenly birth, to a well-grounded hope, and 1 
being the tnie followers of Christ; and yet di: 
cover so much pride, craft, arrogance and ui 
charitableness, has to me seemed truly £ 



swful thing. 



Shy I have ever belong^ed \o \bax cX^^"?* 
citizens denominated poor, and \ \v^Ne^^^v^is: 
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dignation and grief, beheld, as I thought, a few 
who had nothing to distinguish them from the 
herd, except easier circumstances, a little more 
subtlety and learning, a little more fluency of 
speech, and a little more time and money at 
their Command — or, that they were strangers, 
restless, self-complacent, and meddlesome; — 
Sir, 1 have beheld these, with indignation and 
grief, setting the poor, the ignorant, the credu- 
lous, the feeble, the unfortunate, the aflSicted, 
the sober, laboring, industrious people of our 
country — setting them most vilely and cruelly 
by the ears! 

Here is a feeble, poor widow, with a num- 
ber of children, dependant on their daily exer- 
tions for sustenance, and those exertions inter- 
rupted and diminished by many infirmities and 
trial?;. They need the help of nature's ties, 
and the bond of Christian love, and the solace 
of friendly and holy communion with one anoth- 
er, and with all about tliem. A religionist — 
shall I call him a gospel preacher, a son of con- 
solation, a herald of glad tidings, a publisher of 
peace? — comes among them, and alienates, em- 
bitters, divides, scatters them. They grow 
cold, unsocial, suspicious and uncharitable to 
each other. They have different creeds, 
guides, altars, churches, and companions. The 
unhappy creatures now make it theVt ^o\^ \a 
Iiate, and be hated by, one anotbet. '^Xv^^ 
ilu'nk they have increased in xeVvsAOiv. vAv^ 



thev have become more blind, or hard-hearted. 

They might walk hand in hand through life, 
happily and respectably, sustaining and cher- 
ishing each other. But their piety renders it 
expedient, that they should live remote from 
each other, where they are pinched, or sup- 
plied as they need not be, had the gospel made 
them what they should be. 

But wliy paint scenes familiar to so many 
eyes, and to so many hearts too? 

While many are thinking the present a glori- 
ous day in the annals of the church, I have 
often been led to think it a day of great relig- 
ious darkness, and of the most unblushing and 
heaven-daring baseness. 

I confess, in my heart I have felt but little 
veneration for some of those men, clerically 
educated, named, and appareled, whose voices 
are often heard, where should be heard the 
voice of peace, love, mercy, salvation — felt no 
more veneration for the men, who sow the 
seeds of hatred and disunion through the land, 
than I do for an Alexander or a Bonaparte. 
A pity it is, that they should use their time 
and genius in making trouble among the com- 
mon people, bringing them into a most dishon- 
orable bondage. 

] have watched these things with sorrow of 
I)eart. I have had "my fears, \V\^vOnWdcnL^ 
n^as the wooden horse, whicVv the \veo^\^ vj^\^ 
pulling jDto their republic, about to u^vxv^^ 
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them under its feet. I have had my fears, that 
Orthodoxy was but a great political machine^ 
or engine of ambition, •bearing a Cross for 
its device, but a globe darkly shaded above it. 

You may ask the reasons. Many of its lead- 
ers sho\V the temper, the spirit; they use the 
language and. weapons of the world. 

1 confess, 1 want the evidence, that some of 
these persons have any serious regard for either 
the spiritual, eternal, or temporal welfare of 
their fellowmen; that they have a deep and set- 
tled piety; that they have a practical faith 
in a righteous retribution after death,— ortho- 
dox, and searching, and sons of thunder as 
they may be styled. 

It has seemed to me that ambition, avarice, 
distinction, love of power and dominion, love 
of novelty, change, and excitement; or, in 
brief, that a carnal mind, and a worldly king- 
dom lay at the bottom of many of the religious 
schemes, works, and enterprises of the day. I 
have compared some of the busy men of the 
christian world now with religious champions 
of former years, who are still known and pain- 
fully remembered for those exhibitions of gen- 
ius and passion, upon which the gospel pro- 
nounces but few benedictions. 

1 write boldly and earnestly, Tlie cause de- 
znands it I allude to evils, \ Yvave ^eew ^xA 
/eJL I have bad many opporlumUes Vo Vwon' 
fvhat aa inauence Orthodnw oc^vAA esfexV ^ 
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^communities and on individuals. How ofien 
have those burning prayers, and flaming ser* 
mons cooled social affections, congealed friend- 
ly and christian sympathies, frozen up the 
charities of life ! Is it divine grace, that comes 
with such gloom and frowns ? Is it divine love 
that so contracts and withers? Is thepeace.of 
God within, and without so many signs of war ? 
If you belong to the 'Orthodox party,' and 
are one of a certain character, you may be dis- 
pleased with some things, I have said ; but 
why should you ? Do you not wish to increase 
your numbers, strengih, and reputation ? But 
whatever there is wrong in your faith, practice, 

' or spirit, must be, on the whole, injurious to 
you. You might know that wise and good 
men have viewed some of the doctrines you 
hold, as errors — some of your dispositions and 
behaviour, and some of your modes of pros- 
elyting, as unlovely and unjustifiable. And 
knowing this, you ought to inquire, you ought 
to examine; — to examine the spirit by \\hich 
vou are led and actuated. In a little time, it will 
not be the question, ' to what and how large a 
party do I belong ?' but am I on the Lord's side? 
» Let me say a word to you in regard to youir 
late mode of distributing tracts. Is It gener* 
ous? Is it manly ? Is it christian ? Js it working 
by the golden rule ? What wov'^^^ Vie the con^ 

sequences, if every dGnou\W*^^ovv a\\ovi\!^ ^^^\^ 
^^d pursue such m^^Buves 't '^ov^ ^^^ ^^^^' 
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gregationalist and Calviaist. Suppose that only 
ten different sects should visit you monthly with 
tracts of their peculiar doctrines; or tracts artful- 
ly written to prevent suspicion, and lure you 
into what you had accounted error. If you paid 
the desired attention to all, or to a part, what 
would be the probable influence on your mind 
and heart? What would be the religion of 
your family ? Would not your house become 
a Babel rather than a Bethel ? 

And suppose, that in addition to these Christian 
sects, others who are opposed to all forms of 
the gospel should practise on the same system. 
For, you * must know that there are some, at 
the present day, opposed to Christianity, who 
think, speak and write against it. What would 
you say, were they to thrust in their books and 
tracts, in your manner, and into your own 
house? Think what would be the unhappy and 
distracted state of things, should every one 
follow your example? And why is not the 
same course as justifiable in others, as in you ? 

Will you say, ' we disseminate truth; they, 
error?' How do you know that you are per- 
fect in knowledge, and infallible? It may be 
that the tract, your right hand holds out to your 
neighbor, teaches a lie! 

Many sober and judicious people of yowY c^^^rci 
p^Tty discountenance this proceA\M^. ^^^xs^j 
tinitarians have privately and pxibYxcXye^^^'^XM 
lated with you. They have tna^e ^^^ea! 
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M^hich ought to have been listened to with can- 
dor. They have made requests so reasonable, 
and made them so kindly too, that they ought 
to have been granted even by christians. 

I have no doubt this your course is wrong; 
and that either a dying bed or a future tribunal 
will tell you so with a voice too loud to be un- 
heard, and too solemn to be unfelt. 

Again, are you Orthodox? Let me speak 
to you about these four-days meetings which 
sadly distinguish the present time. 'What are 
they' for?' is often the earnest cry. Perhaps 
you are one of the ignorant and excited multi- 
tude, and harbor not ja thought but that the 
whole is the great power and work of God. 

These meetings, you may be told, or may 

imagine, are solely designed to gather lost 

sheep into the fold of Christ; to awaken those 

who are spiritually dead; to build up the 

» holy and heavenly kingdom of the Redeemer.' 

IJow can you think so? Yea, how can you 
continue to think so, with the gospel of peace 
and love by your side, and with the opposing 
evidence which you may gain, if you look 
around, and seriously inquire ? There may be 
other motives to these meetings besides Christ's 
cause, and the soul's eternal good. 

You think you are engaged in religion; but, 
/ believe, if you watch and observe, you will 
£nd your psirty doing, say\i\^,fee\\w^AoQo^\sxv^ 
ss the Saviour would not. V Wv^ \5oa\x^\. ^^n 
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these four-days meetings were to give success 
to certain dogmas, and certain men. 1 have 
thought, Sir, that preferment, distinction, mon- 
ey, passion, nay, malice and revenge, might set 
the wheels of such a machine in motion. The 
history of the church is a ' doleful scroll.' Af- 
ter the lapse of so many centuries, it is no phe- 
nomenon, if we find a man reputed Orthodox 
and pious, whose conduct proves him neither. 

Are you one of the ' better sort ?' Have you 
acquired, and are you exerting a great influence 
in your party ? O remember that the day is 
coming, when every secret thing will be brought 
to light ; when it shall be seen how faithfully 
you have endeavtwred to know and follow the 
gospel! If you are striving to build up only an 
earthly kingdom, in a little while it will be dash* 
ed in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

No doubt these meetings will be overruled 
for good to many ; so were the martial achieve- 
ments of a Bonaparte. Many will become more 
thoughtful and devout; and so, it is likely they 
would by war, or cny disastrous event. And 
perhaps they would make greater progress in 
true religion and virtue, without diese helps; 
ce rtainly they might. 

I will mention some of the probable conse- 
quences of these meetings. A great deal of 
time spent in sacriSce which should Vv«v^.\i^^^ 
jpentj'n works of mercy; a great de?\ oS. Vvkv^ 
wasted, w*ic/isiouId have been speuXm^V^^^ 
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itable manner. Many of those who attend, 
need the time to pay just debts, or to make 
reasonable provision for the future. A great 
deal of idle curiosity excited and indulged; a 
great deal of bad temper and passion displayed 
to individual and social injury; the prejudices 
and hostilities of many against religion increased; 
many corA'med in error and delusion; many 
more led into it; the number of the dissipated, 
dispirited, melancholy, desponding, enthusi- 
astic, deranged, crazy, fearfully enlarged; 
many children, especially females, led away 
from their parents; many wives, in affection and 
religion separated from their husbands ; many 
social and kindred lies broken; more confusion, 
surmises, slanders, and hatred in towns; more 
houses, where discord and strife bear sway. 

But why do I think to enumerate the evils of 
these enterprises ? As well might I attempt to 
enumerate all the evils of a war. Indeed, the 
whole affair seems to me more like a war for 
earthly conquest and human glory, than an effort 
to evangelize the world in obedience to that 
Saviour, revealed to us in the New Testament. 

But I must be brief. If you are what you 
should be, the reproof is not to you; and if you 
are not, my supplication is, that you may be 
admonished, and reformed. Whether you wish 
to build up your own, or Christ's kingdom, it 
seems to me that some of your means and mea- 
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sures are not right. Christ does not tell you 
to fight for him thus. 

Are you a Universalist? 1 have been much 
more catholic and charitable to you than you 
may imagine, unless you read me candidly 
and patiently through. 1 have had much 
intercourse with those of your sect, and could 
easily speak many things in their favor ; and as 
it respects myself, 1 have seldom had those rea- 
sons to complain of you, which 1 have to com- 
plain of some other sects. In my ministerial labors 
these many years, 1 have received many atten- 
tions from you, and I know not now the in- 
stance, where you have molested me. I have 
been frank to tell you where we diflFered ; but I 
have never thought to usurp authority over you. 
1 have noted some of your errors, and tried to 
correct them. Many of your people are very 
fond of reasoning and controversy — very 
prompt and forward to declare their peculiar 
sentiments, and very free to show their theolog- 
ical skill in defending them. 1 do not consider 
denouncing Universalists as the most certain ev- 
idence of one's being a child of God. Your 
freedom and love of debate have sometimes made 
it proper for me to reply. 1 am not inquisitive 
about peculiarities. If I witness a pious and 
virtuous life, 1 am not so restless about the 
creed. When people of any denomination have 
shown this fondness for talk and dispute, I have 
endeavored to let tbem know ihatl \.oo\l W\.\\V 
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tie pleasure in a religion of words ; I have en- 
deavored to fix their attention on the importance 
of a holy, a righteous, and. useful life. My de- 
siie has been not to wound, but to benefit you. 

/ Before closing this long epistle, it may be 
proper to inform the reader how this volume 
was composed and collected. 1 began to write 
these letters sometime after I began my profes- 
sional duties ; and almost all of them have lain 
by me these two years past. They grew out of 
the various circumstances, in which I wa$ 
placed, while engaged in clerical labors. The 
long time which I spent * unsettled,' gave me 
advantages which I endeavored to improve. 
My frequent change of place brought me into 
contact with a larger number of men, and with 
a greater variety of characters. I was often 
thrown among strangers ; and also among stran- 
gers to my views of religion. In such situations 
I have tried to get good, and do good. I have 
spent many of my leisure and solitary hours in 
writing down the thoughts, which had been sug- 
gested by a call, a visit, or an interview. I 
thought that by thus occupying some of my time, 
I might render my intercourse with my fellow- 
men more and more profitable. I have sought 
opportunities in my various walks to exert a 
jworal and religious influence on those, into • 
whose company I happened to i?i&. 
/ have gone home to my sXuA^ fe^Q^\^w^^, 

aorf witli my pen continued to le^sou, ^^^^^\x 
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late, advise or comfort. In retirement, and on 
paper, I have spoken with more freedom and 
force. I have said what was forgotten in the 
presence of others ; and what was kept back 
tor want of time or confidence. 

Some of these letters, in a varied form, were 
actually sent ; some others were written with 
an intention to . send them, but circumstances 
prevented. 

As they were written in different places, and 
at different times, they easily recall to my mind 
events and persons, which I would not forget; 
and I have often read them to revive scenes and 
impressions, which I would not have fade. 

A few months ago, it occurred to me that 
they might form a useful volume for circulation. 
I reviewed and revised them with the hope of 
their doing good. • It was an easy thing to write 
these letters, when they were written. The 
occasions which called them forth gave my 
feelings and thoughts a strong impulse. But it 
has cost me much labor to prepare them for the 
press, whatever may be thought of them. Every 
sentence has been weighed and examined, not 
with the vain thought of literary praise or dis- 
tinction, but with the solemn tliought of my ac- 
countability to God. / 

1 have altered and added but little \ so that 
jf anything seems severe and 1aass\\,\\.\v^'3»\svs^. 
a poor title to the apology of bem% si\^ xwXvaj&Xft 
Header, iviatever be voiw mndei o^ fcMci « 
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worship, the design of these letters is to bring 
you nearer to Christ, to God and to Heaven ; 
to make you more holy, virtuous and happy ; 
to quicken your faith, your obedience and char- 
ity. That such may be its happy influence on 
you, is the earnest prayer of your friend. 

The Author. 
Gardner, Mass. August, 1831. 
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LETTER I. 



My dear friend, 

I have often taken pleasure in reviewing 
the time, 1 spent with you. I say it without 
flattery ; in your neat and modest mansion I 
was happy. Your situation, your mode of life, 
your family, all pleased me. And now, as a 
testimony of my respect and esteem for you, 
and >of my grateful remembrance of your hos- 
pitality, 1 shall cheerfully comply with your re- 
quest at my departure. Yes, I will write, and 
write on those subjects, which occupied so 
much of our time, when we were together. 

Religious conversation was not disagreeable 
to you, nor will religious letters be uninterest- 
ing to a mind cultivated and inquisitive like 
yours. We said much about the doctrines of 
Christianity, and the great variety of opinion 
there is' among professed Christians. You 
thought it strange, that there should be such 
wide differences on a subject so important; and 
that all these jarring opinions should apparent! j 
be drawn from, and supported by ScxvjXxa^* 
But the better acquainted you become vfvfla. ^^ 

1 
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humaa heart and mind, and with tlie history of 
man, the less will you wonder. Aiid when you 
know the real state of the case, vou will find 
tlie differences not so great and alarming, as 
you apprehended. There is a dai*k and a bright 
side to almost everything. In the various de- 
nominations there are points of resemblance, as 
well as of dissimilitude. A little more light 
and love seem to be all that is wanting to unite 
many, who are now strangers to one another. 

It is true, the vai'ious denominations of Chris- 
tians differ in many things. Open Hannah 
Adams' Dictionary of Religions. See by how 
many names believers are now called! Paul 
mentions four bands. One saith, I am of Paul; 
another, 1 of Apollos; another, I of Cephas; 
and another, I of Christ. If these divisions were 
signs of their being carnal, how are such signs 
multiplied now! For now, how greatly is the 
catalogue increased! I am of St Augustin; 1, 
of Benedict; I, of Luther; 1, of Ctilvin; I, of 
Arius; I, of Socinus; I, of Arminius; I, of 
Wesley; 1, of Penn; I, of Ann Lee; I, of 
Hopkins; I, of Swedenborg; — ^but I shall weary 
you with their names. 

They are designated by places and persons; 

bj forms of government; by customs and rites; 

and by peculiar doctrines. So^ cyaa \^ ^ Pa- 

pist; another, a Protestanl. Oti^ \^ «sv^'^\^- 

copQlian; another, a PTesbyXenasY-, ^ ^\x^., 

Congregationalist. So, there ^re^B^^^^s^s.., - 
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Anabaptists, and Free-will Baptists,and Quakers, 
and Shakers, andMeihodisls. So, again, there 
are Trinitarians and Unitarians. You know the 
Cathohc by his cross; the Qiiaker by his yes 
and no, and the Shaker by his yea and nay; 
and botl) of these by their peculiar dress. Ma- 
ny fashions, usages, and phrases are appropri- 
ated and peculiar, and you may soon discover 
to what sect an individual belongs. 

They differ in their church discipline and 
government; in their modes of worsliip and in- 
struction. So you hear of popes, cardinals, 
bishops, priests, friars, curates ; archbish- 
ops, primates, deacons, elders ; conclaves, 
synods, consistories, sessions, associations ; 
connexions, conferences, yearly and quarterly, 
and camp meetings. 

They differ in their modes of worship. Enter 
a Roman catholic church. See how genius, art 
and wealth are consecrated to religion. See 
how these sacred courts of God are decorated 
and adorned. Here is the font of holy water. 
Here is the richly furnished ahar. Here are 
crosses and crucifixes, paintings and statues. 
See how many emblems of religion are here; 
how many mementos of piety ! Observe the 
splendid dress of the priest! Hear the orgaui! 
Hear Aem cbanting their pray eis ^xv^ ^\•?J^^^'s»^ 
and reading the scriptures inL»atMv\ "NiaJ^"^^ 

soJemnJtyand devotion\ How \ivwxM.e^ 's»«\ssi 

attentive, engaged 1 



Now enter a Quaker meeting house. Your 
eye discovers nothing but plainness a;id simpli- 
city. The worshippers sit in deep silence, watch- 
ing and waiting for the moving and teaching of 
the Spirit. You see no works of the cunning ar- 
tificer,no instruments of music, no signs of world- 
ly grandeur and distinction. They are Friends. 

Leave them, and go into a Shaker church. 
They too are Christians, but how differently do 
they appear. See what ijeatness and order 
reign here. The fashion and color of their gar- 
ments, every expression of their faces, remind 
you of quite another order of beings, than 
you have ever associated with. Hear them 
sing. This is music which inspires and elevates 
the soul. Observe childhood, and youth, and . 
tottering old age go forth in the dance. They 
are crucified and dead to the world. They 
have travelled out of sin. Hear how earnestly 
they exhort the people of the world to take the 
cross, and enter upon a spiritual, holy life ! 

Now go to the Episcopal church. The 
learned bishop will not even pronounce the 
blessing without fixing his eye on the book of 
Common Prayer; and his sermon, though iiot 
half an hour long, has, perhaps, cost liim weeks 
of painful study. 

Next turn in here. You will listen to no,print- 
ed^ no written, no premeditated prayer. The 
Scriptures are not read, and theij^ioAchec ^lain- 
/r tells youy that he had not thoxxi^XolXia \R5SX^ 
iil/ ascending the pu\pit\ 



One will use nothing but the Latin language 
in the service of the sanctuary ; another uses 
the n^ost vulgar style of his vernacular tongue. 

Christians differ also in their modes of en- 
forcing religious instruction. Some reason, 
exhort, and expostulate; others scold, and 
threaten. Some address the understanding 
chiefly ; others, the passions. Some alarm 
men's fears; others attempt to draw them by 
entreaty, by hope and love. 

But they differ also in doctrine. They do not 
interpret the word of God alike. Examine 
the creeds and confessions of faith, drawn up 
by the various sects and churches — and also 
by individuals belonging to these sects. 
What an endless variety ! Still there is more 
harmony of opinion among them, no doubt, than 
either riiey or you imagine. Were it not for 
iheir ignorance, prejudice and sins, there 
would be more union. They all agree in the 
existence, unity and perfect goodness of God- 
that the Old and New Testaments contain rev- 
elations of his mind and will to man. They 
generally profess to draw their religious light 
and knowledge from this volume ; except that 
some add a part of the Apocrypha, the com- 
mandments of their own church, or what they 
assert to be new and later revelations. They 
are all fleeing from misery or hell, and seeking 
happiness or heaven. They generally hold, 
that we are saved by the grace ^w^ m^\^^ ^^. 



God, and that this grace and mercy are con- 
veyed to us from the Father by or through the 
mediation of the Son. 

They agree, that we should deal justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God; live sober, 
righteous and pious lives; that we should do to 
others, as wie would that they should do to us; 
that we''should obey the laws of God and the 
precepts of the Saviour; that we should love God 
supremely, and our neighbor as ourselves ; that 
we should imitate God and Christ in all their im- 
itable perfections. They agree, that in order to 
see God and be happy, we must be holy and right- 
eous-*that we must repent of our sins and forsake 
thefn,and live a hfe of faith, virtue, and prayer. No 
doubt, the more serious of them would confess 
these things generally. And there is, after all, 
much agreement in their views of the moral char- 
acter of God and Christ. Notwithstanding what 
Trinitarians say when defending their "peculiar 
doctrines, at other times they more generally 
give you the impression that they do not prac- 
tically believe that the Son is coeval and co- 
equal with the Father; and to a prayer that is 
offered to the Father in the name of, or through 
the Son, the pious, I believe, of most denomina- 
tions, can respond amen, without offending their 
conscience or their creed. 
Vou will readily perce'we, ih^t their \>oints 
of agreement are many, and o? \!t\e xxvcfta^ \\sv- 
^ortance. Their differences ^te ^ovsv. ^vcv'^,^ 
ot so clearly revealed, \f tevea\eA^\.^\V-N^v^^ 
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about which it would be their wisdom to con- 
fess their ignorance, and their piety and peace 
to let them alone. Remember what should be 
the great object of all your inquiries, and the ten- 
dency and result of all your endeavors, viz. to 
be holy and glorify God. That you may know 
and pursue the way of eternal life, is the pray- 
er of your friend . 



LETTER II. 

Jly dear friend, 

I shall write without much order, 
and give you my thoughts just as they occur 
to me. 

We often speak of the moral tendency of 
different systems and doctrines. The Papists 
charge the Protestants with holding demoraliz- 
ing doctrines; and the Protestants boldly return 
the charge. So, of all the various sects. But 
happily for us, there are restraints and limits- 
counteracting powers, and redeeming influen- 
ces. Conscience, reason, the light of nature, 
the light of divine tmth,and many other things, 
set bounds to error and delusion. 

Men cannot, or dare not,act out all their opin- 
ions, They dispute about them; they write 
them in their creeds; but do nol so ^ew^x^^ 
reduce them to practice. DiffeteiA dL^tvovttvxc^ 
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tions are brought into contact with each other. 
The influence they exert is often reciprocal. 
They gradually infuse into each other much 
of their feelings and sentiments. The Church- 
man catches some of the ardor of the Methodist; 
and the Presbyterian is softened by the mildness 
of the Quaker. The Universajist cannot subdue 
all fear of hell, though it is not in his creed. 
The Calvinist may be sometimes saved from 
despondency by hearing the goodness and nier- 
cy of God so strongly urged by the Universal- 
ist. One thing is set over against anotlier. 
One excess naturally begets another. If one 
will continually speak of die wrath, the ven- 
geance, and sovereignty of God, as though there 
were no morally amiable qualities in the divine 
character; it is not strange that another should 
be indignant at finding infinite perfections 
so mistaken or misrepresented, and speak 
of God as a good, a gracious and merciful 
Father ; that his zeal and imagination should 
drive him to 2n Opposite extreme, and, 
like his neighbor, darken the light of God's 
word, and, in the minds of men, sully the mor- 
al brightness and glory of Jehovah's character. 
They both, sometimes, give such views of the 
attributes and government of God, that an in- 
telligent and virtuously disposed being would 
have but little reason to rejoice that such a 
God lived and reigned. They both seem to 
forget the moral and paternal character of tlie 
ever blessed and etenil God. 



But there are motives and tendencies to union 
as well as to discord. The ignorant, proud, and 
passionate of every denomination, are apt to be 
bigoted, censorious, suspicious and uncharita- 
ble. The wisest and best are apt to be mild, 
candid, and charitable. Their differences are 
not so great, nor esteemed so important. I 
dare say, could Fenelon, Doddridge, Watts, 
Sir Isaac Newton, Locke, Addison, and Wes- 
ley, have come together on an uninhabited isl- 
and, their social intercourse and social worsliip 
would not have been prevented by their re* 
ligious opinions. 

All Christians consent to use the Lord's pray- 
er; they can all say, amen, to it. But how 
many prayers have been made by men, which are 
not generally received. The aposiles' creed is 
so scriptural, and catholic, that most denomf- 
nations of Christians would acknowledge it with 
some very trifling explanations or amendments. 
It is not probable that it was framed by the apos* 
ties, as has been pretended ; but it is certain that 
it is one of the oldest christian creeds that have 
come down to us. Yet no threatening or admon- 
itory words are placed over it, to show its impor- 
tance, and the immense danger of rejecting it« 
The Nicene creed is later and more objection- 
able; but still no penal clause is prefixed to it* 
But when you come to the Athanasian creed, so 
full of mystery and contradiction — so long— -so 
dark-rso abstruse and subtle *, w\^q.\\ \Q\s\vcvji'^ 

I* 
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you of almost everything but the light and sim- 
- plicity of the gospel ; when you come to this 
creed — why, there you are told at the outset, 
that if you do not believe it, you shall, without 
doubt, perish everlastingly! You can make your 
own reflections on these things. It is worth 
while to observe, that this creed, which it would 
seem by the threatening prefixed to it, is the 
most important of the three, was omitted by 
those who altered the book of Common Prayer 
to suit it to the church in the United States. 
I might draw some inferences from this, but there 
is no need of it. May thfe Bible be your creed, 
and your whole life a proof and commendation 
of it ! So prays truth's friend, and yours. 



LETTER 111. 

My dear friend. 

You will find this no bad description of many 
families, at the present day. The husband, stu- 
pid and indiflferent to religion, or perhaps inclin- 
ed to Deism; the wife, a violent Calvinist,attend- 
ing all the meetings she can, joining all the so- 
cieties, that will admit her as a member; one 
daughter, a Baptist ; another, a Methodist; one 
son a rake or vagabond, anodier a Universalist. 

The parents began life gay and thoughtless. 
ITbe wife was solitary or afflicled, and ^sought 
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comfort in religion; her husband was with those 
who diverted his thoughts from God. He was 
unfortunate. It increased the ardor of his wife^ 
and led him into .low and profligate company. 
His children were, of course, poor, and placed 
at service, and caught tiie opinions of their mas- 
ters and associates. 

Where there is one in a family who Is a Deisty 
or despiser of religion, there I not unfrequently 
find a religionist. If one is a rigid and meddle- 
soraeCalvinist,another is probably a Universalist. 
1 met a person a few days ago, who had growQ 
old in the neglect of religion ; he seldom went 
to meeting, but his daughter had become a Bap- 
tist. 

I have found not a few of the rigid and zeal- 
ous Calvinists were the passionate, the unfortu- 
nate, the disappointed, the gloomy, the un- 
married, and the childless. In catholic coun- 
tries such persons often repair to monasteries^ 
convents, and nunneries ; and in this country, 
some join the Shakers, but more embrace the 
harsh doctrines of Calvin ; and make religion, 
not only a serious, but an unsocial and melan- 
choly thing. The change of religious senti- 
ments with a change of circumstances and pros- 
pects, is often, probably, the effect of pride. 
The person wishes to throw off as much of th« 
blame of his pa3t impiety, as possible. By choos* 
ing a new place of worship, a new teacher, or 
new doctrweSfbe would gwet\^e\v\v5X^«a\Qi^«;^^ 
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the fault was not in him, but in his situation, 
and advantages ; when the fact probably was, 
that he had abused the privileges and mercies he 
had formerly enjoyed. There were pious per- 
sons in the society he left, and why might not 
he have been one of them ? I suspect that it is 
frequently the case, that those who treat their 
former religious advantages with such contempt. 
Used to treat religion hself but little better for- 
merly. . 

While Mr M. was prosperous in his worldly 
affairs, he,gave but few evidences of a pious 
heart or a moral life. He and his family were 
people of fashion — handsome, accomplished,- 
rich, and fond of all those pleasures, which were 
not scandalous ; and sometimes almost sinned 
against the rules of a gay and modish life. On 
the sabbath MrM.'s carriage stood at Mr X.'s 
church, where, though he was not taught Cal- 
vinism nor trinitarianism, yet he was taught re- 
pentance towards God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ"— taught to live a sober, righteous, 
godly, spiritual, prayerful, and charitable life. 
His minister, unitarian as he certainly was, was 
a humble and devoted man — one who was not 
afraid, nor ashamed to be known as such — one 
also, who in these days of slander and reviling, 
to my knowledge, has had no railing accusation 
brought against him, even by those who are 
exceeding mad, and breathing out threamings 
against the Unitarians. Suc\\ w^^s \.V\eii\\tdsier^ 
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whom Mr M. and his family saw and heard 
from sabbath to sabbath. Bui they saw and 
heard as though they saw and h'-ard not. Earth 
seen^ed yet to smile, and they continued sinful 
and sinning. Mr M.'s character and fortune 
grew worse and worse. Mr M. and his family 
not long after, were seen walking to a different 
quarter of the town to hear tlie methodist preach- 
er. If they are faithful to their advantages, they 
may here become penitent, humble and pious 
Christians; but they need not have resorted 
to this place, if holiness of heart and life was 
their object. But 1 am fearful lest they deceive 
themselves. It would be very proper to show 
their piety, if they shall become pious, in the 
very place, where they had done so much in 
years past, to the injury of religion . I am afraid 
they will try to throw their sins upon the mno- 
cent. 

If Thomas Scott could have been promoted 
in the church, and had he been a bishop, or 
favored with somp rich and honorable station, 
probably he would never have written his Force 
of Truth, (a deceitful title to a deceitful book) 
nor have become a sour, snarling, and grum- 
bling Calvinist. Disappointed in his prospect 
of rising in one way, he sought another ; and in 
his writings, continues to inculcate false prin- 
ciples, and give injurious impressions to multi- 
tudes. Grood night. 



LETTER IV. 
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My dear friend, 

The creed and character of a man ari 
not always of the same complexion. Thi 
dispositions and habits are formed, often, lon| 
before the creed was adopted. Many change 
their opinions without visibly and much change 
ing their character. Early impressions anc 
associations have generally a lasting influence 
upon us. The associating principle oftei 
proves stronger than the reasoning powers, oi 
even the newly adopted faith. In our caln 
and deliberate moments, we admit that sucl 
opinions are foolish or false, that such notioni 
are visionary and fanciful; still they will exer 
an influence over us. 

The Hopkinsian says, that all sin consists ii 
selfishness ; yet how continually is he address 
ing himself to this selfish principle ; talking of th( 
elect and reprobate ; of the joys of the one, and o 
the torments of the other ; warning all to fle< 
from the wrath to come. Righteousness anc 
holiness, he says, consist in disinterested benev- 
olence, and yet, how his words and actions 
seem to contradict his doctrine ! 

David, to express a keener sense of his owr 
guilt and vileness, and to set his own baseness 
and perfidy in the most odious and striking 
Vghtj confessed that he vjas coueeWed in sin 
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others, no doubt, often make the same con- 
fession to extenuate their sins, and to excuse 
and exculpate themselves. David, on another 
occasion, calls himself a dead dog and siflea ; 
but does this prove that he and all mankind 
are actually such ? In this way it would be an 
easy thing to prove the doctrine of total de- 
pravity, and as easy to prove the contrary. 

Those who are so ingenious and busy to pave 
bell with the skulls of mfants not a span long, 
strangely forget, that it is not hell, but heaven, 
which is, in the holy wTitings, called a city, 
having streets ! They who can talk so about 
infants, plainly show their temper, spirit, and 
attainments in christian knowledge. They 
give us no very exalted notion of the goodness 
of their hearts, or the soundness of their minds. 
There is no such doctrine expressly and di- 
rectly taught in scripture ; it is built on impli- 
cations and inferences; and what tender moth- 
er will thank these subtle theologians for search- 
ing out, and setting forth such a horrible doc- 
trine ? The Saviour spoke of the guardian 
angels, whom children had even here; but 
others of a lower dignity and date, have told 
us of their tormenting devils in the world to 
come ! Hell is lined and paved with infants, 
says one, who professes to preach Christ; but 
the faithful and true witness says — suffer the lit- 
tle children to come unto me ; for of such is the 
kingdom of hearen. Precious, 900tJDatv^vio\^\ 
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O my friend, how thankful should we b( 
we have the gospel in our hands ; and th 
enjoy such religious privileges and oppo 
ties. How great will be our condeninati 
we do not appreciate and improve them ! 

Many of the self-styled orthodox of the 
ent day have grown more wise, or politi 
humane, or all together ; and think moi 
vorably of the condition of those who die 
fancy. If they should talk of paving hell 
their little soft skulls, some tender moi 
and affectionate fathers of that sect, \ 
hardly endure to hear the doleful sounds. 
the Calvinists of the present day speak c 
happiness of infants — or at worst, of le 
theni in the hands of God; which is an infi 
more comfortable thought, and expre 
than leaving them in the hands of the c 

Wishing you a pure conscience, a gospel 
and a well-grounded christian hope, I am 
much respect and love, yours. 



LETTER v. 



My dear friend, 

I mtend to write shorter letters, 

more frequently. You know we said ] 

about books J when togethex. \v«^aTi«v. 

pointed in your library •, tvox v^^sV^ 
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with it. They are such books as easily find 
their way through the country. Many and un- 
wearied efforts are made to circulcate them. Not 
only religious, but party and pecuniary motives 
give th^m currency. If you make proper ad- 
ditions to them, they will do you no hurt, and 
may be turned to your profit. 1 trust, by this 
time, you know Scott so well, that you attach 
no great importance to his works, relished and 
devoured as they are by the ignorant, prejudic- 
ed, and misguided. Scott's ' Force of Truth,' 
in my opinion, ought to be rather called the 
' Fprce of Passion,' of ambition, of ofiended 
pride, and of party zeal. It abounds with arro- 
gance and presumption. If you read his life, 
written by his son, and Ccfwper's and Newton's 
letters, you will know more about this man. 
He is thought, by many in this country, a * great 
divine ;' and he is sometimes quoted, as authori- 
ty, by those, whose station gives us leave to exr 
pect better things of them. Some stare at the 
large and numerous editions of his works. But 
there is nothing wonderful in it. There are 
many ways in which various persons are inter- 
ested in the sale of them. His Family Bible is 
a kind of distinguishing badge or sign, a sort 
of touch-stone. I have occasionally been situ- 
ated where bis 'practical observaliotis^ v^et^t^*^^ 
before the morning and eveiung devo\\w\?i\ ^3cA 
ihe looger I have read and heard l\veT«i.^\5ftft mo\ 
^ I convinced of their ftlse doc^txixie^^*^^ 
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influence. His commentary is calculated t 
make bigots ; to infuse unworthy thoughts hot 
of God and man; to nourish a sour temper, 
dark and gloomy raind, a discontented, a nai 
row, and uncharitable spirit. That you ma 
be wise and devout witliout the aid of Scott, i 
the prayer of your friend. 



LETTER VI. 

My dear friend, 

I proceed to make some more remarks o 
your books. ' Solitude Sweetened ' — Meikle 
believe is the author of it. And he has ' sweet 
ened,' if ray memory serves me, many page 
of it with the bitter drugs of Calvinism. Yo 
may think this a harsh expression; but to mei 
seems grievous that one's lonely hours shoul 
be filled up with such meditations. Meikl 
was not the man to write on such a subject 
His temperament, his circumstances, his pro 
fession and his faith, were all unfavorj\ble to it 
I liked Zimmerman better ; though he is ba^ 
at the best. By that confusion and obscuritj 
fj which are common to him, one would think h 

had written, not in solitude, but in a noisy crowd 
His piety sometimes reminds me of that of He] 
en Maria Williams, after she went to France,an 
joined the revolutionists, and was «> d^^xts^^ 
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with the devotions of those who siino; on the 
Sabbath, ' It will go on,' or ' it will go round'— 
one of the popular son2;s of that time of delusion. 
1 cannot speak in very high and honorable terms 
of that man's virtue and piety, whose writings 
bear the marks of a distempered mind, and a 
depraved religious and moral taste. I am sor- 
ry that he should quote so freely and frequently 
Rousseau, and others, who had genius, but per- 
verted it; who had talents, but prostituted them; 
who had feelings, but they were wild, wan- 
ton, morbid and licentious. 

I have heard several writers and preachers 
quote that passage of Rousseau, where he com- 
pares Socrates with .Jesus Christ. I know ma- 
ny admire it; 1 confess, it does not please me. 
Cicero liked to be praised by the praise-worthy. 
T wish not to have such a person as John James 
display his genius in writing eulogies on char- 
acters, to wliich he forms himself so poor a 
contrast. 

Bunyan's Holy War I dislike, and hope 
there is no need of that book now; nor, of his 
' Solomon's Temple Spiritualized.' I would 
not dismiss the fir.-t part of his Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress ; it is ingenious and interesting. The 
circumstances under which it was written 
heighten the interest. I love to read it. But 
if any one were anxious and inquiring what he 
must do to be saved, I w^ould uol fc^cV V\vwv 
to this book. It is too allegorical \.o \i^ c,<^^- 
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prehended generally. It may amuse,, nay, it 
may afford much instruction; but there are manf 
tilings wrong in it, and the notes in the later ^- 
tions are quite exceptionable. 

Hervey in his Meditations has some g6od 
things ; but his bombastic style is very offea* 
sive. And then he teaciies some most unscrip- 
tiiral doctrines. His * Descant on Creation' 
shows either great indifference to religion, (ex- 
cept as it opened a fertile field for his fancy to 
rove in) or an ambition to dogmatize, or to be 
wise above what is written. Indeed he has 
more evidences of folly and finery, than of faith ; 
more marks of pride and bigotry, than of hum- 
ble piety. The last time I read his Meditations 
among the Tombs, was when I was just recov- 
ering from a dangerous illness. It interested 
me then ; but there are many things censurable 
in it. 

Young's Night Thoughts, are dark, extrava- 
gant, and gloomy thoughts. Nine nights of such 
deep musing and grief, is too long ; I grow 
weary with sighing and crying, and look for 
consolation before he is prepared to grant it. 
He has many good lines and passages. He 
has woven into his poem many important trutlis 
and precepts ; but his antitheses and paradoxes 
are tiresome; and he throws a veil of sadness 
and sorrow over what was ushered into the 
vrorld as tidings of fipreat joy. Cecily iu his re- 
wainsy has bit off Young very V^^vX^'* ^\it>ax- 
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• ires, tragedies, odes, Day of Judgment, book of 
Job versified; all show the taste and temper of 
the rfian, — violent passions — ambition — a soul 
dark and melancholy. He makes a bitter com- 
plaint, in his Night Thoughts, that his wife or 
daughter, I forget which, who died in France, 
was not permitted to be buried in a Catholic 
church yard. Poor man! he then felt what an 
evil this exclusive spirit is. He thought it hard 
treatment. But how prevalent is die same spir- 
it even in our own land. To be sure, the bod- 
ies of Unitarians can lie in the same ground,where 
the Calvinist and Trinitarian are mouldering to 
dust. Our laws secure us this privilege. But 
how many Unitarians have been cast out while 
living! No doubt, many have read this pathet- 
ic passage in Young, and thought the Papists 
dreadful creatures, when they are manifesting as 
uncharitable a temper towards their fellow Chris- 
tians of other denominations! May your reli- 
gion make you tender hearted! 

Yours, &£c. 



LETTER VII. 



My dear friend, 

I shall continue my observations on 
those books of religion and devotion, which 
I bequeotlf meet with. 
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Baxter's Call, and Saint's Rest, you may 
read witli profit ; but he scolds and tlireatens 
too much. He seems more fond of driving, 
than drawing— of seizing, than of winning. 
You will remember also, that he has doctrines 
which I do not consider as belonging to the 
gospel. But we must not always throw aside 
a book on that account. We should learn to 
separate the cliafffrom the wiieat, the gold from 
the dross. 

Law's Serious Call is objectionable in doc- 
trines ; still I would advise you to read it. It will 
direct your attention to a subject of moment, 
and assist you in forming habits of reflection and 
meditation. You will derive, advantage also 
from Watts' Improvement of the Mind, and Ma- 
son's Self-knowledge; the devotional works of 
Flavel, Doddridge, Wilson, Pascal, and Tliom- 
as a Kempis. Beveridge's Thoughts on Re- 
ligion, 1 trust, will never be your dioughts; his 
Resolutions, generally, are worthy of a scholar, 
a Christian, and bishop. 

Harriet Newell's Memoirs. yVe discussed the 
merits and influence of this book, while togetli- 
er. When we praise her piety and devoted- 
ness to the cause of Christ, we should remem- 
ber that prudence is a christian virtue, and that 
many doubt, whether her profession called upon 
her to make such a sacrificej as she did. No 
doubt she was an interesting and a pious woman; 
but may not one love xVie Sawioxa 'wvtk a true 
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and acceptable love, thougli she nevcrcross an 
ocean to manifest h? When Harriet died, and 
Mr N. wanted another wife, you know what 
followed. Miss P. T. was Harriet's friend and 
correspondent, and was probably accounted a 
pious girl. She left the hills and streams of her 
native land, and all the pleasant scenes and dear 
companions of her childhood, and braved the 
perils of the mighty deep and the gre.iter dangers 
of a tropical clime; and dangers even greater 
still. But whose tongue is eloquent in her praise? 
What missionary orator has stood up to applaud 
this christian heroine? Why has the trumpet of 
fame been so silent as to her? What sinful act 
was laid to her charge ? 1 know not of any. 
Fanny Woodbury was a pious girl, and wrote 
sensible letters, considering her advantages; hut 
some pnssages in lier letters show you what an 
injury sectarian prejudices do. 1 pointed out 
to you what she said about Unitarians; such lan- 
guage does not sound so harshly, in the mouth of 
a sour, snarling polemic; it is what we are taught, 
by frequent experience, to expect; but it is 
not suited to feminine softness and charity, and 
it is grating music to our ears. We are sorry 
to remember that queen Mary showed her re- 
gard for religion by burning those who could not 
believe just as she did; and it is painful to dis- 
cover signs of a narrow, a bitter, and uncharita- 
ble spirit in those who have^o many reasons, 
drawn torn nature and from grace, \.o\i^ wi^^ 



; 






24 



quiet, and humble, and show that they love th 
Saviour by the exhibition of his graces! 

Sometime ago I observed Fanny's recommei 
dation of Scott's family Bible in conjunction wil 
those of Doctors of Divinity. 1 wonder, the 
did not get and add Oobookiah's! Miss Woo( 
bury is not to be blamed ; but 1 marvel at ti 
fondness or folly of her friends. You will thiol 
I pay but a sorry compliment to your taste i 
the choice of books; or you will be mortifiec 
that you should have been so deceived for s 
long a time. But you will excuse the freedon 
I use, assured of my desire to enlighten an 
benefit you. I might go on to make remarl 
on many other books, which are either in yoi 
library or familiar to you. But they are too ni 
merous, and I would hope that as you increas 
in christian knowledge and spiritual understanc 
ingyou will have but litde need of my helping yoi 
The people of tliis country know but littJ 
about the lives of the saints. Even Jerem 
Taylor's life of Christ, and Cave's lives of th 
Apostles, are works, which you seldom fine 
Greenwood has published a small volume, coi: 
taining the lives of the twelve apostles; bi 
though it has so much to recommend it, yet it i 
not perfectly suited to the popular taste. Yo 
will buy this book; it will instruct, it will interei 
you. The diaries, journals, letters, meaioir! 
and remains, of saints and aposdes, who live 
iere on earth but a few days ago^ demand 
Jsrge share of the public axxenuou. 
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Many of these little books,which find their way 
Into every town and family, carry with them the 
seeds of hurtful errors. They teach unscriptural 
doctrines; they infuse wrong notions of piety and 
idrtue; they often trouble domestic peace, and 

EoUute the stream of earthly happiness. They 
old up to the ignorant, a false standard of chris- 
tian excellence. Perhaps but few would be so 
foolish now, and here, as to think the example 
of Simeon Stylites, the chief 'pillar saint,' 
worthy of praise and imitation; but they learn 
to admire and resemble others, who are not 
much better guides and patterns. May it be 
your constant study and endeavor to breathe 
the spirit and follow the example of Christ! 
Farewell. 



LETTER VIII. 



My dear friend, 

I was glad that Providence led me to yout 
dwelling at that very season, when you pecu- 
liarly needed the light and comforts of rehgion. 
Had I not been there, your Calvinistic friends 
would probably have embraced that opportunity 
to press upon you and your afflicted family the 
doctrines of that dark and mischievous system. 
I have been a witness of what a sectarian v^ 
and spint will do on such occasions. 
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It was a privilege to me to sit with your fem- 
ily around your sick bed, and converse with you 
on the doctrines and hopes of tlie gospel. 
When your disease abated, and you exhibited 
signs of returning health, how earnestly I prayed 
that your impressions and resolutions might be 
lasting; that if your life was continued, it might 
be consecrated to the service of God. And with 
what joy did I witness your increasing strength^ 
and also your increasing interest in religion. 
O may you never faint nor grow weaiy in your 
christian course ! Let me exhort you to watch- 
fulness and I prayer; and to a daily perusal 
of the Scriptures. May you ever delight to 
meditate on their truths, and to obey their pre- 
cepts. This letter is short; but it will recall 
tender scenes, and will remind you with what 
affectionate concern, I am your friend. 



LETTER IX. 



Dear friend, 

You know what sons of thunder many of 
the Calvinistic preachers are. I use the ex- 
pression, sons of thunder, as it is frequently ap- 
pUed, now-a-days. It is supposed by some that 
our Saviour gave to James and John the title, 
JBoanerges, at the time they wished to call down 
£re Grom heaven upon the Swcftax\xa»a» \l ^^«. 
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was probably a term of reproach; as our Lord 
lold them on this occasion, ' ye Imow not what 
spirit ye are of.' Hence no one should glory 
in being a son of thunder. The two aposries 
who bore that name, were not always sons of 
thunder in that sense. About a dozen years 
after, James was murdered by Herod. John 
lived to a great age, and had the glorious tide, 
*the disciple whom Jesus loved.' He is reported 
to have been very mild and gentle in his mode 
of preaching, certainly in the latter part of his 
life. Son of thunder as he was once, the lan- 
guage of his old age was, ' little children, love 
one another! ' Let those who are so earnest to 
have preachers sustain the character of sons of 
thunder, think of these things; and also remem* 
ber, that only two of the twelve aposdes were 
called so. 

But I began my letter with saying, you know 
what sons of thunder many of the Calvinistic 
preachers are. How they talk of the depravi- 
ty and corruption of the human heart; of its nat- 
ural enmity to God; how they speak of the di- 
vine justice and sovereignty; of the wrath and 
vengeance of God; of the mercy and merits and 
of the atoning blood of the Saviour! How they 
speak of the terrors of thc^w — ^its strictness — 
how th^ speak of the flames and torments of 
hell! What loud and frequent appeals they 
make to the fears of their hearers I Box tiCk 
whose ears do these dreadful sounds tiSL\ke\i<^wi' 
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iest? Whosei hearts are most touched? Whose 
consciences are most alarmed ? Whose souls 
are filled with terror and anguish? Who are* 
so overcome, that they turn pale and give ut- 
terance to their feelings in sighs,tears and groans? 
And who are most frequently made subjects 
of hope and grace ? I speak it with grief^ and 
to the shame of those, who thus give the sal- 
utations of peace — ^Those who are the most 
powerfully wrought upon, who are smitten down 
by apprehensions of their dangers, who are 
thrown into weepings and agonies — often are 
they the youngest, the tenderest and most harm- 
less of the flock! Oh! — The feeble, the igno- 
rant, the unfortunate, the infirm and languishing, 
the desolate, the forlorn and afflicted! Often 
they are females of trembling nerves, of delicate 
health, or of visionary and undisciplined minds. 
These hot thunderbolts, no doubt, oftenest fall 
on those, who need a refreshing and gentle show- 
er of mercy; who need to have some one ad- 
dress them in the soothing accents of the fight 
of the world; 'Blessed are they that mourn, 
for they shall be comforted! Blessed are the 
iheek, for they shall inherit the^ earth! Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I wHI giveyou||^t!' 

Those who most need the stem look «ndtfa9 
warning voice, are either absent, or indifieraot 
to them. And those who might be won by 

. gentler meansi are suV^ecXed lo >!qa \££>%\.c»ttKB 

and harsh. 
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You would think by the preaching of some 
of these orthodox, so called, that judgment was 
God's common, not his strange work; and that 
his goodness must not be urged as a motive to 
repentance. You would thmk that seasons of 
affliction were almost the only seasons, when the 
spirit of God operated, and his saving grace was 
bestowed — ^for how many of them experience 
religion, and meet with a change, as they call it, 
at such times! The family is reduced, or death 
enters it, and then they join the church. One's 
health declines, he is waiting around the grave; 
and be becomes serious and makes a profes- 
^on of religion. It is very proper, if one has 
neglected religion till these times of trial, that 
he should listen to the admonition, and make 
what preparation he can for a peaceful death; 
but let him and others see to it, that they do 
not draw wrong conclusions from this profession. 
The mercies of the Lord should turn our hearts 
to him; and we ought not to delay religion, till 
misfortunes and afflictions drive us to it. 

As birds and beasts gather round the dead, so 
die rehgionists often gather round the dying, 
thinking to change his faith and character, when 
his moral and mental powers are spent or spoil* 
ed. If he can hear and , speak, and has not 
lost all his sensibility, he sighs and groans, 
confesses and believes just as he is counselled 
to do. He dies full of hope, joy and peace* 
He feels such aa assurance, that Vie \ow^^v^\^^ 
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gone. He dies in triumph and exultation. 
They talk of his happy death; — ^they treasure 
up his dying speeches and repeat them; and 
mention him as a trophy of redeeming grace. 
Now, what impression does this make on oth- 
ers? Does it not often encourage them in sin ? 
Does it not seem to tell them, that they can 
make a short and easy work of religion ? that 
they can obtain grace, faith, mercy, peace, and 
hope — holiness and righteousness, in a little 
time, and by a desperate struggle? If they had 
been old and hardened sinners, as 1 am suppos- 
ing, a modest, humble hope, would become 
their condition best. May you live the life, 
and die the death of the righteous! So prays 
your friend. 



LETTER X. 



Dear friend, 

You wished to have me recommend books, 
which had been written on the various topics, 
thkt had engaged our attention, and you would 
purchase them. I consented. But calling to 
mind your circumstances, I cannot advise you 
to expend so much of your small fortune on a 
theological library. Your growing family will 
need all the pecuniary aid you can lend it. 
If several of your neighbors vjo\M ^^swiaXa with 
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you, you m^t all have access to a large and 
valuable collection of books at a small price 
paid by each. I would readily furnish you with 
a list of the most important and interesting 
works I am acquainted with. But, till such an 
object can be accomplished, I will endeavor to 
furnish you witii a substitute. This 1 shall do 
by showing you how to read the Scriptures so 
as to be enlightened and profited by them. 

Read the historical books of the Old Testa- 
ment in course; and read them several times 
over, till the leading facts, events, characters, 
and scenes, are familiar to you. Then read' 
them again and again to ascertain what doctrines 
are taught, and what duties enjoined, before the 
deluge; then from the deluge to the time of 
Moses ; then from Moses to the time of the 
prophets, when they were carried away into 
captivity. Learn their modes and customs — 
their state of society and civilization — their 
progress in tlie arts and sciences — what virtues 
were most prominent among them, and what 
vices — their religion and government. Sepa- 
rate the law of Moses into two parts, the ritual 
or ceremonial, and the moral. Learn wbai 
you can of the state of religion, learning, gov- 
emment,&tc. among the surrounding nations 
Then read tlie prophets, and gonnect thenr. 
with their proper times and events. Mark o^ 
what and whom they prophecy, and why? If the} 
are read faithfully, and frequently .^Xlaa Y^Qsj\i<^v.^ 
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are not so difficult and unintelligible, as you im- 
agine . Observe what sins are charged upon the 
people, and what woes are denounced against 
them; and whether they were threatened witl 
a sudden, or a distant calamity. Then rea< 
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes. Tb( 
Psalms will tell you what passages of their his 
tory dwelt much in their minds, and were th 
occasions of rejoicing and gratitude. You wi 
see their state of moral and pious sentimem 
They (the Psalms) are the Jews' manual of dc 
votioii. Then you will read the four Gospel? 
and make out of them a history of our Saviour' 
advent, doctrines, precepts, labors, sufferingi 
death, resurrection and ascension; then the Ac 
of the Apostles, and lastly the Epistles, an 
Revelation. Then search them with referent 
to each particular doctrine and duty. As yo 
read the New Testament, and indeed as yc 
read all the Scriptures, carefully observe whi 
they teach concerning God — his natural ar 
moral attributes — his providence, and his go^ 
ernnient; — what they teach concerning a S 
viour; concerning this world and a world 
come. What do they teach us concernii 
man — his relation to God, and to his fello 
men — his connection with time and eternit 
' When do we find the first intimation of a Mc 
siah ? What is revealed about him before tl 
time of Abraham ? from Abraham to David ? ai 
then through all the prophets ? 
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What is said of Christ's offices, character and 
dignity ? What does God say of hira, by the 
mouth of his prophets, and by repeated voices 
from heaven ? What does Jesus Christ say of 
himself? What do the Evangelists say of him ? 
What do the apostles ? 

By pursuing this course, you will be surprised 
to find how much of the . Bible may be under- 
stood without the help of expositors and com- 
mentators. One passage will prove a key to 
unlock the meaning of another. The light of 
one sentence will shine upon the darkness of 
another; and the darkness will vanish away. 

If you make the words, style, events, &c. fa- 
miliar to you, and then compare scripyture with 
scripture, many of its mysteries will be revealed. 
A common dictionary will teach you the mean- 
ing of many of the words with considerable 
correctness ; the marginal readings, in youi* 
great Bible, and references, will tell you more ; 
and then you will examine every word as it 
stands in the text, and context, and in other 
parts of the scriptures. Not that the referen- 
ces are always right ; many of them will guide 
you into errors ; against which you must be 
guarded ; from many of them you will derive 
advantage. It sometimes happens, that the 
marginal reading is a better and plainer transla- 
tion of the original, than the text. You will 
understand me, if I show what I mean by an 
example. Turn to RomflOBB \\\\) ^» \^ ^^>\ 
5* 
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read that and the next verse, according to the 
margin, the sense of ^ will be more readily 
perceived. ' For the minding of the flesh is 
death, but the minding of the spirit is life and 
peace. Because the mmding of the flesh is 
enmity against God ; it is not subject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be.' The passage 
tlms rendered is more conformable to the Greek, 
and in this form would not be so likely to be 
brought in proof of total depravity. The ex- 
' pression, ' The minding of the flesh is enmity 
against God,' no more proves the doctrine of 
total depravity, than the expression, * In the 
day tliou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die,' 
proves that Adam was totally corrupt and de- 
praved, ^s he came from the forming hand of 
his Maker. 

You know that the Trinitarians have much to 
say about the two natures or double nature of 
Christ, and in proof of it ignorant persons some- 
times quote Heb. ii, 16. .To be sure the word 
nature is in the text, but it is in italics^ which 
show that it is not in the original Greek, but 
was inserted by the translator. Now look ia 
the margin and you find a difierent sense of the 
verse; and that strange and mysterious, and un- 
scriptural doctrine of the two natures in Christ 
disappears even in name. 

] may pursue this subject in some future let- 
ter. Wishing you a rich supply of all your 
temporal and 8pil^||l needs, V subscribe my* 
self your sincere friend. 
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LETTER XI. 

My dear friend, 

Did 1 suppose you would measure my regard 
for you by the length of my letters, I should 
endeavor to have them all very and equally 
long. I am not so anxious to speak much, as to 
speak well. 

How dull, tedious, disgusting and loathsome, 
it is to sit down and listen to the prattle of 
those who ought to know how to entertain one 
better! telling the same silly story over and over 
lagain, discovering the most ridiculbus prid^ and 
vanity, or the grossest stupidity and ill breeding! 
1 have justbeenin company of this description. 

Let me hope, that you will bring up your 
children in such a manner, that, when they are 
old, they may give other evidence of age than 
many do. 

Accustom them to read, reason, think, re- 
flect. Teach them to fasten their thoughts on 
subjects ennobling and elevating, suited to their 
nature and dignity. Teach them to contemplate 
the works, to meditate on the providence and 
word of God. Teach them to feel, to speak and 
behave, as rational and immortal beings, and 
Christians. Let not the vanities of earth captivate 
and degrade their minds, and stupify or corrupt 
their hearts. Excite in them a refish for those 
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pleasures f which will not dHPjwYudoiSi^^'easwzt^'s* 
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in memory and anticipation, as well as in pos- 
seseion. . Teach them to admire that beauty, 
which will never fade; to pursue those objects, 
which are eternal, and eternally interesting. 
Teach them to associate all their ideas of hap* 
piness, with a pious heart and a virtuous life ; 
with filial obedience to the law of God, and a 
constant imitation of Jesus Christ. Commend- 
ing them and you to the care and grace of God, 
1 am affectionately yours. 



LETTER XII. 

My friend, 

You remember what I said about Watts. 
You were surprised at the many objections, 
which I brought against the use of his Psalms 
and Hymns, as a whole, iji our devotions. These 
things had never occurred to you before. It is 
X "* thus that thousands use language in their devo- 
tions,without attending to the meaning, truth and 
propriety of it. The words excite and impress, 
vrithout enlightening them. They sing earnestly 
and ardently, but not understandingly. There 
are scriptural expressions and allusions; there 
are the names of God and of Christ, be. and 
they inquire no farther. They take it for granted 
that there can be nothing bad in a Hymn-book, 
especially ifDr Wattf 6 name is «l tUe beginning 
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of it. No one doubts the piety of Watts. Had 
he not stood so high as a Christian, many, per- 
haps, would have given him a higher place, as a 
poet, than they now do. But he preferred a ho- 
ly to a profane temple. He kept near the cross 
of Christ and the altar of God, and the muses 
would bring him but few garlands there, which 
seemed splendid and honorahle in the eyes of a 
foolish world. Pope, and Dry den, and many 
others, in the scroll of human fame stand above 
hira. And why? They had more genius, and 
wrote better poems! How does this appear? To 
what do they owe their fame? What gives their 
numbers their charms and attractions ? Alas! 
they have something to please a prurient ear — 
to awaken unholy passions — to kindle impure 
desires — to give wings to a roving fancy — and 
new powers to a polluted imagination. Many of 
their peculiar beauties are visible only through 
the dark and foul medium of earth! They can- 
not bear the light of heaven shining upon them; 
they grow ugly and loathsome. Yes, unless 
we abuse the name of poetry, genius, and wis- 
dom, and quite mistake their true characteris- 
tics, we shall not give Watts a slighted nor an 
ignoble place. He is not wholly wanting in 
pieces of classic taste and elegance. There 
are nnmy passages in his works, of which I 
would say, if any one is disgusted here, I envy 
not, nor desire his moral and mental taste! 
For^bere are the breathings ot a ^\o\3&^^\iJc^'ic4& 
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musings of a devout and grateful heart; the 
tlioughts are lifted from earth to heaven; the 
affections are gently loosed from temporal, and 
fastened upon eternal tbmgs. He who can find 
nothing excellent, inspiring, sublime in Watts, 
may easily obtain elsewhere the wretched dole, 
which he craves. Yes ; there are many poets, 
whose strains will be sweet and ravishing to him, 
harsh, discordant and offensive as they are to 
the ear that is attuned to praise and prayer. 
You will now, 1 hope, candidly listen to other 
remarks I have yet to make. 

He has beauties, and excellences ; I deny it 
not, but own it. But there are many faults 
and blemishes in Watts; and some of the most 
poetical pieces are not the least objectionable. 
In him you are not only made to sing the Lord's 
song, and the songs of Zion, and of Moses, and 
of the Lamb; but all the mysteries and dogmas 
of the trinity, and all the dark and peculiar opin- 
ions of Calvin. Even Trinitarians and Calvinists 
have ventured to give an abridgment of Watts, 
and have left out many of the most objection- 
able verses and psalms or hymns. Worcester, 
I see, in his Abridgment, has omitted the 13th 
hymn of the 1st Book, which contams this 
verse, which I will transcribe, that you may not 

forget it. 

^ This infant is the mighty God, 
Come to be suckled and adored; 
The eternal Father, Prince of peace. 
The Son of David audVuftliO^^,"* 
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This, jrou perceive, contains doctrines of reason 
and inference; tbey are not plainly taught in 
Scripture. Tlie language is poetry, not Scrip- 
ture. You know the particular passage of Isaiah, 
he aUudes to in this hymn. But any one might 
see that Watts had refined upon the prophet, 
and any one acquainted with Hebrew (as a the- 
ologian should be, or be modest ui his doctrines) 
might see that our translators had refined very 
much upon the original. The original gives no 
countenance to such doctrines. But we must 
drop this subject now. 

In variety of subjects, Watts is deficient and 
redundant. He has many dull, prosaic lines; 
many poor stanzas; some low thoughts and 
comparisons; some improper allusjons,and some 
vulgar expressions. There is but a small pro- 
portion of his hymns, which 1 read; and there 
are generally exceptionable stanzas in thqm, 
which I am obliged to omit. There was but little 
sacred poetry, when Watts wrote. Sternhold 
and Hopkins was used in many churches, and 
in many something still worse, before Dr Watts; 
and if you were acquainted with the poetry of 
that period, you would own that Dr Watts 
had done much to be remembered and praised 
by posterity. He was young, when he wrote 
many of his hymns, and he versified the doc- 
trines and opinions of the day. In the latter 
years of bis life, he became more of a theolo- 
gian^ and bad very difierent views ot \!ck<^%^ ^<^y> 
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trines, which he embraced so ardently, and 
interwove with much of his earliest poetrjr. 
Adieu. 



LETTER XIII. 



My friend, 

As you become acquainted with history and 
with mankind, you will find that they who are 
the most dogmatical, dictatorial, and positive 
in their creed, are not the most gracious and 
lamb-like in their dispositions. You will oft 
observe that tliose who contend most fiercely 
for the faith, are not the most careful about the 
peculiar virtues of the gospel. They say 
more for the hidden glory than for the open 
example of Christ. They contend about the 
personality of the spirit, and the necessity of 
its quickening and regenerating influence ; but 
the fruits of the spirit are too often overlooked. 
It is a most gross delusion, if we mistake the 
spirit of Cdvinism for the spirit of Christ. 

Such a person is awakened, convicted, con- 
verted. How does it appear? She goes to 
whispering, anxious, and inquiry meetings; to 
conferences and concerts. She goes to a dif- 
ferent church — takes the Recorder and Her- 
ald—joins a temperance socie^. She avoids 
ber former companions; ca&s bee n!»!^\Mc% iae 
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fidels and deists. If she has parents, she gives 
them no peace till they follow her; if she has 
a busbaod, the miserable thins must give up his 
conscience, his reason and faith to his wife, who 
from the day of her conversion takes upon her 
the offices of priest, lord bishop, and even pope, 
in regard to her husband, and makes him ortho- 
dox in spite of himself. But she appears no 
more happy in herself, nor does she make oth- 
ers so. She i^ighs, but is not soft and tender. 
She often weeps, but dark or angry passions are 
frequendy the occasion of her tears. She is 
prattling and censorious ; or sullen and silent. 
She acknowledges herself a great and con- 
stant sinner, and yet accounts herself holy; but 
others, of a different creed or church, are en- 
emies to God, and heretics too. She is chang- 
ed; but her change is a mournful one to many 
of her former friends and associates. She is a 
new creature in some respects ; but it is very 
doubtful, whether she has become a better crea- 
tnre. She has become a zealot, a bigot, a par- 
tizan, a religionist, now. She has lost some of 
her former excellences, and embraced the er- 
rors of Calvinism. If she has the essential doc- 
trines, it is plain enough, that she has not the 
essential virtues and graces, of the gospel. 
She is either unconscious, or unmindful of them. 
It is a sad perversion of the gospel, and an 
abuse of language to call some of these Calvin- 
ists regeDerate, or bom agw, Vu xVv^ ^\\^\vixA 
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sense of that expression. They may talk afaoi 
the image, the excellences, and glory of Chris 
we want to see the temper, the mind, the spin 
the moral resemblance in them. They ms 
talk of being brought out of darkness into ligh 
1 want to se6 tl>e evidence of it in their goc 
works shining before men; and in their love an 
meekness to their brethren— not in the narrow an 
selfish love of party, such as even sinners havi 
but difiusive, resembling that of their Maste 
They are anxious for the doctrines of the cros 
I wish tliem a clearer view of him who died uj 
on it, and of those amiable qualities, which wei 
conspicuous in him. They talk of his splendi 
glories; 1 wish they would be more assiduoi 
in tlie practice of his virtues. They tell of con 
ing out from the world; I wish they woul 
abandon the vices and spirit of it. They tell < 
giving up themselves to God; 1 wish the 
would make a surrender and sacrifice of the 
prejudices and baser passions. They tell < 
tlieir love to Christ; 1 wish it produced raoi 
lovely effects on their conduct and characte 
They tell of their concern for others, who ai 
in error and sin; I wish they would manifest 
very differently from what they often do. 
wish these things for tlieir sake, for the sal 
of others, and for the sake of the honor ai 
advancement of true religion. For how mai 
there are, who mistake these things for re 
jiiety! Those oCxe^, «iwvto^ «^ c^noia clas 
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acquire the name of very pious, or lively Cliris- 
tians, who are the most violent in temper and 
prejudice — ^the most extravagant, and visionary, 
and not the most useful members of society. 
They are haughty and arrogant, meddlesome 
and gossipping; lusting for power and dominion; 
claiming die liberty to write the creed, and pre- 
scribe the faith, and rule the consciences of 
others. Not seldom, their most conspicuous 
markb of grace, are rank, insufferable spiritual 
pride; a bold face and an unbrindled tongue. 
They talk of the humbling doctrines of the cross; 
but where is their humility? May God preserve 
you and your dear lady from the bad opinions 
and bad influences of these rimes of contention! 
Remember that you can be a Chrisrian and be 
happy, only in proportion to your moral re- 
semblance to Christ. Therefore, never forget 
his precepts, his example and his spirit; and may 
you walk in the truth and with God humbly and 
perseveringly; and so bear your cross here, that 
you shall receive a crown hereafter! 



LETTER XIV. 



My dear friend, 

You say you were deeply affected by my last 
letter particularly; and you mention Hopkinsians 
and CaJviflJsfs, who do not answet m^ ^^^m^- 
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tion. I knew you could; and so could I. I am 
acquainted with many, whose piety I commend, 
and whom I esteem for their virtues. They 
have signed a Calvinistic creed or bowed as- 
sent to it; they attend a Calvmistic church, 
but they have not the proud, and restless, and 
domineering spirit of Calvin. They express no 
fond regard for his five points; you scarcely hear 
them named, or alluded to. They show no 
desire to be known by sectarian titles. They 
do not estimate a person by his reception of a 
dogma, but by his exhibition ol the christian 
graces and virtues. You will understand me ; in 
my censures, I include only those, who bear the 
character I have portrayed. No humble and 
pious follower of Jesus ought to take offence at 
what I have said, since I did not mean him or her. 
I am not one of those- who acknowledge no 
goodness, where there is a difference in religious 
opinion. I have found many good people who 
were not professedly Unitarians; may God 
bless them and greatly increase their number! 
I wish to live in peace and charity, and fellow- 
ship with all good people of every rank, name, 
and denomination. As I write these things, 1 re- 
collect with pleasure and gratitude, those kind, 
hospitable, and charit^ible souls of other creeds 
and churches, with whom it has been my priv- 
ilege often to associate. I love to think of them; 
and if any of them should ever read ithis.letter^ 
iet me embrace the oppotlumt^ \.o x^^'as. lo 
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my cordial salutations. Some of them 
one — gone to inherit the promises — gone 
etter world, where all is harmony and love! 
those who remain, be fldthful unto death, 
ave a crown of life! TThe number no doubt 
y small, in our towns and churches gener- 
of those who are puffed up and doting 
these doctrines which occasion so much 
and division. But this small number keeps 
!st agitated and perplexed. Their tempers 
3ured; their fears and suspicions are raised; 
are filled with prejudice, and superstiticxi; 
ed down by a popular delusion, and to a 
ual domination. 

ould name many societies, where, if a doz- 
: half 4ozen, and sometimes even fewer, 
(duals could be changed or removed, the 
f and the five points would do little harm; 
the influence of these few is often owin^ 
eir wealth, or to some casual distinction, 
has lately moved into the town ; be was a 
nist and was not contented tiQ others 
ne so. Another had formed an acquaint- 
with a clergyman of that sect, and hence a 
was open to the admission of error. Another 
I a child to a Calvinistic school or college, 
»ut suspecting the consequences. He was 
ant or imprudent, or very wrongly advised. 
3 itinerant sectarist passing through their 
3rs had recompensed their politeness and 
taljty by sowing among \tem "Cc^^ ^^^^ 
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of disorder and trouble. Anotlier was offend- 
ed at his minister, and changed his opinions to 
indulge his passiogs. 

So far as my knowledge has extended, a 
large proportion of tlie Calvinists, or orthodox, 
as they call themselves, are those, who have 
paid but very lilde attention to the subjects in 
debate. They have very indistinct ideas of the 
peculiar notions of their own party, and very 
distorted and false notions of ours. Their read- 
ing and studious hours are few, and limited to 
books which establish them in their present 
opinions, and increase their prejudices ag&inst 
others. Not a little proportion of them are 
poor, ignorant, and fee!)le women, who have- 
been awakened, convicted, impressed and con- 
verted, in times of high excitement, or in sea- 
sons of sickness and sorrow ; when undue ad- 
vantage was* taken of their weak or desolate 
condition. I say not these things to wound their 
feelings or to reproach their circumstances. 
God forbid ! But their poverty, and weakness, 
and affliction, do not justify a proud and censo- 
rious spirit ; and I lament, that^such deference 
should be paid to the vague opinions of these 

!)ersons, while the instructions of those eminent* 
or their piety and learning, for their long and 
laborious researches into the scriptures, and fot 
their exemplary and useful life, are lightly es- 
teemed. 
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A firm faith in their doctrines, they say, is 
essential to salvation. But examine many, and 
they can give you no account of these doc- 
trines. They cannot even state them, much 
less the reasons for them. They say, the Uni- 
tarian does not preach the gospel ; does not 
preach Christ. But examine them, and tliey 
know nothing about the subject. They never 
read a Unitarian paper, or book, nor attended 
their place of worship. I have conversed with 
Trinitarians and Calvinists ; and when i stated 
the doctrines of Calvin, they disowned them. 
Indeed I rarely meet with a person, who will 
confess to me that he really believes these 
mysterious and mischievous opinions. And 
yet they are palled orthodox, though they re- 
ject the very doctrines, for rejecting which we 
are called deists and infidels! Alas! I have 
been more than once inclined to think, that it 
is the carnal and domineering spirit of Calvin, 
which not a few prize and seek, more than they 
do his doctrines. You may think me severe ; 
but with my observations, and experience, you 
would call me none too much so. These twen- 
ty years past have afforded me many opportu- 
nities for knowing something about mankind, 
and their various feelings and views in regard 
to religion. T have found many whom 1 deem- 
ed erroneous in doctrine; but this has not griev- 
ed me so much, as those things which related 
more immediately to the heart and M^^ \)'^- 
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nessing so many things which ought not so to 
be, how often have 1 repeated that passage of 
Cowper, beginning 

< for a lodge in some vast wilderness!' 

* Lands, intersected by a narrow frith, abhor 
each other.' How might this be applied to the 
selfish and exclusive spirit of the present day! 
^ Mountains interposed,make enemies of nations.' 
Mountains! But something, much less than a 
mountain,^ occasions a greater enmity, between 
people who ought to be bound together by so- 
cial, friendly, and kindred ties. You can pursue 
these reflections at your leisure. May heaven 
be your aim and guiae, and your final abode! 



LETTER XV. 

My dear friend, 

You see how faithful I have been hitherto in 
writbg religious letters; I am glad to be told, thil 
they are not dull and tedious to you. There ar^ 
many persons, who think they have juster clainu 
to learning, taste and refinement, who are nm* 
ther ashamed nor afiraid to have it known, thai 
they are ignorant on moral and religious subjects^ 
and have do curiosity, nor desire to h&coim 
wise ia these aU-impoitanX tViVikig^— ^faich ov 



49 



ur would call the one thing needful. I 
net with many, who wished they under* 
Greek, Latin, and French; who regretted 
3y had not attended to grammar, geogra- 
stronon^y, and other branches of study, 
r childhood and youth ; but for their igno- 
)f the holy Bible, and all that belongs lo a 
, a christian and happy life, though here 
6 more grossly and culpably ignorant, 
xprcss no such signs of deep regret. 
le truths of religion always seem to you 
ideed they are, the proper food for the 
mind, the needed medicine and nourjsh- 
f the immortal soul. 

worthy of jemark, tliat some of the most 
ious and difficult, and some of the m.ost 
e and repelling doctrines are tliosechief- 
not solely, drawn from detached and in- 
passages, from remote inferences, from 
md abstract reasonings, and ingenious and 
bored disquisitions. Take, for instance, 
eived doctrine, of die trinity. No pas- 
f Scripture teaches it so plainly, as the 
bly's Catechism, and the Nicene and 
isian creeds. No : it is reasoned out;, and 
36, too, who speak most violently against 
, when it confronts and opposes theur syc- 
If Christ had said, ' verily, verily, I say 
3U, I am the high and lofty One, who in- 
h eternity ; I am the supreme Jehovah, 
eator of the heavens and the e^x\h) ^sA 
3 
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the sea, and of all things that are in them ; 
am the everliving and everlasting Father; 
have two natures, the one human and the oih( 
divine ; I am the second person in the hoi; 
blessed and glorious trinity; I am co-etema 
co-essential, and co-equal with the Faiher;'- 
had he uttered the plain and precise languag 
of the Trinitarian, how difierently would it hai 
impressed and persuaded us. 

But this doctrine rests on no such soli 
foundation. It is built on wrongly intcrprete 
and obscure passages, and supported by infe 
ence and implication. 

Again, take the doctrine formerly receive 
by many, which doomed so ntany infants to tl 
wrath and curse of God, and to the pair 
of hell forever! It is not taught plain! 
and directly in the Bible, as it has been taugl 
elsewhere. Christ does not speak of the elec 
and non-elect infants. He says, ' of such is th 
kingdom of heaven ; ' but he no w^here in th 
gospel says, of such is the region of woe, an 
the gulf of despair ; and that many of tliese lil 
tie ones shall dwell in everlasting buminp 
No; The doctrine, which has filled the sen 
of many a bereaved mother with ineffable soi 
row and anguish, is a doctrine of inference — 
doctrine come at by curious research, by nic 
speculation, by a process of cold and loropi 
reasoning. Such men as Edwards and Hof 
kinsf so skilled in all the una o( V^^^ ^ ^gfift 
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and learned, could soon reason a little infant 
into hell. Horrible logic! Sad use of Heav- 
en's gift ! 

Fear not, mourning parents, for your depart- . 
ed babe ; if the words of frail and sinfnl men 
encourage despair^ go to him who has the 
words of eternal life ; and he will give you 
hope, and peace, and rest. 

' See ! Israel's gentle Shepherd stands, 
With all engaging charms ! 
Hark ! how he calls the tender lambs. 
And folds them in his arms !' 

Who can listen to these words, especially 
when they are repeated or sung by little chil- 
dren, and not feel their softening power on his 
heart? They recall to mind passages in the 
gospel, full of tenderness and comfort. We 
easily remember the scene, whore it was said 
by the good Shepherd, 'Suffer the little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me.' 

I have observedjthat those who had the strong- 
est faith in, and the most to say about the dam- 
nation of infants, were persons of stem tem- 
perament, who never had any children, or 
whose children, through bad example and bad 
education, and through the pernicious influence 
of those, with whom they associated, had be- 
come headstrong, unmanageable, vicious and 
dissolute. 

Again, take the doctrines of the divme ^over 

r&£rntr. decrees^ Ali»r.tinn wnA tc^xvcc\^^^\i« 
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They are doctrines of inference ; they 
soned out. I know that you can find t 
election, and a number of passages, whic 
taken separately, seem at first to tea 
doctrines; but they are capable of a bet 
pretation, when compared* with the s< 
generally. Men have exercised thei 
and their reason in so explaining the ger 
guage of the Bible, that the easy and 
may bend to what is dark, and favor, or 
not disturb their opinions and theories 
O how unprofitable is that reasoning 
seems to attack the moral character of C 
to undermine the foundations, and des 
encouragements of virtue and piety, 
son of tliis description will make even ti 
tudes of the Saviour a response and an 
the sentiments and opinions, which ha 
med the title of ordiodoxy. Such peof 
find a rebuke and an admonition in Swi 
of a Tub. I would direct them to that 
they may come back to the scriptures w 
docility and candor. It is very evid 
the plain and frequently repeated truths 
ture are against these obnoxious doctri: 
busy and restless men make the plain 
the obscure. That you may have a 
ingenuous mind and a gospel faith, is th( 
prayer of your-^fiiend. 
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LETTER XVI. 

My dear friend, 

I often meditate on the changes in opinion 
and practice, which time and circumstances pro- 
duce in different denominations. 

Manyof those things, for which our forefa- 
thers hated the church of England, we like and 
adopt. The farther they were from Episcopa- 
cy, the farther they were as they thought from 
the mother of harlots, and the nearer they were 
to heaven! But they found honey in this wil- 
derness, which many tasted of and had their eyes 
opened; and they discovered, by degrees, that 
their forefathers were not totally wrong in every 
thing they did, and that they might, without ru- 
ining their own souls, imitate their ancestors in 
many things. 

When the Baptists first appeared, how much 
was said about the subjects and mode of bap- 
tism, as though salvation rested on a perfect and 
practical knowledge of those two points. One 
Eealous preacher of the sect then probably made 
more noise and clamor about tliese matters, 
than a hundred would now! How they talked 
about hirelings, and priestcraft, and formality! 
How they ^ected to despise human learning! 
How Aey were disgusted or shocked at a writ- 
ten discourse, and elder and deacon were high 
tJties in the country. But now vou c,^x«vo\. ^- 
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ways distinguish a baptist church from any 
The church is an elegant one — has a be 
organ! perhaps — and many comforts, an< 
veniences — such as chandeKers, bUnds, a 
curtains, cushions, crickets, he. he. Th 
ister has A. M. and D. D. to his name, 
not afraid to be called Reverend. He w 
sermon with great care, and reads it to I 
dience; and not a few admire it, and thin 
good and profitable to edify their souls, 
noisy and incoherent jargon, which they 
times used to hear. Their minister v; 
clerical dress, is ordained, settled, and 
comfortable salary. They now talk of tl 
portance of a learned clergy, and contril: 
their wealth to build and endow schools 
leges, and theological seminaries. 

The Methodists have changed much i 
part of the country. Some of those 1 
which they once prized, are now trifles, of 
they are ashamed ; and those, they once i 
rated, are gladly possessed, and eagerly i 
for. 

Man is the creature of imitation ; and t 
cial principle will at times gain the ascer 
over the selfish. We grow wearied with 
distinctions which our increasing knoT 
tells us are childish, which others observe 
out satisfaction, and often with contempt 

Those who have declaimed most I 
against all outward and iormai t^'^^ml 
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been equally chargeable with it. Many of tho^ 
who have spoken so sneeringly of ' book reli- 
gion,' and of reading prayers — Othe nonsense 
— the confusion — the jargon, which they have 
uttered as a substitute! And those dissenters, 
who are accounted the most gi/ted in extempo- 
raneous exercises, have, in fact, but few or none, 
strictly such. They are the fruits of long labor, 
frequent meditation, and repetition. I have 
sometimes doubted, whether there was in re- 
ality, from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from year 
to year, a greater variety in the sacred offices 
of the dissenter, than in those of the church- 
man. I might go on witk observations on these 
changes, but you can pursue the subject by 
yourself, if you need the moral which it is fitted 
to teach. 

Since I have mentioned forms of prayer, let 
me advise you to use them in your family. I 
trust you pray daily; but whether you pray 
with your family, I know not ; as I performed 
that service while with you. If you have neg- 
lected that duty, and want confidence in your 
own abilities, let me intreat you to get one of 
those prayer books, which h^ve been compiled 
by Unitarians, and make your house still more a 
Bethel; — and may God bless it! 
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LETTER XVII. 

My dear friend, 

I hare thought that some of those 
orthodox were more engaged in destroyii 
another and the Unitarians, than in dest 
vice and iniquity. For Mediodists, Ba 
Gongregationalists, Presbyterians, Churc 
and Catholics, are all orthodox in theii 
eyes; but they have their lines of dfstinctic 
their separate kingdoms. They can c< 
with one another fiercely enough, whei 
can find no other enemy; and they can co 
their forces to restrain and crush the Unit: 
Not a few afibrd too strong evidence, tha 
txe embarked in a worldly enterprise; thj 
ty zeal and ambition are the bad promp 
their work. They aim their shafts at sup 
errors ; and sm holds up her head, and fe 
danger. 

li there was more silence, or candor, c 
putable points, and men would unite 
propagation of those truths, which they 
ally receive, how much might be done i 
cause of truth, virtue and humanity! 
might cooperate in circulating the Scrij 
They might dwell often and earnestly oj 
themes as these; — the being, the unity, th 
fections, the providence, the grace and me 
God; the moral and official cbaLX^ciec of ( 
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the Son of God ; and die exceUency and impor- 
tance of religion. They might exhort men to 
be virtuous and pious ; and as motives to these 
things, they might present the goodness and 
mercy of God ; the compassion, sufferings and 
death, with the precepts and example of the 
Saviour. They might also urge the testimony 
and example of all good and wordiy men of an- 
tiquity. They might appeal to their justice, 
generosity, love, gratitude, to their hopes and 
fears. But in alarming the fears, let them be 
cautious, and prudent! Let them not go be- 
yond the vvoj'd of. God, nor betray a fondness 
for using the rod. There are two letters of* 
Cow^per, published in the Panoplist for, 1 think, 
1809, on the manner of preaching, in which he 
speaks of these sons of thunder — and of those 
who scold and threaten. These two letters are 
worthy of being written in characters of gold ; 
and of being read by preachers of every denom- 
ination. They are more worthy to be read and 
had in remembrance, as Cowper was remarka- 
ble for his orthodoxy. But to drop this — They 
might present to view the example of Christ, 
and tell tlieir hearers how reasonable and prop- 
er it was, that diey should imitate it. They / 
might set forth his virtues, graces, and spirit, x 
and tell them that the same mind should be in 
them. 

I must think that such a course would im* 
press upon mankind a deeper sQUse oC t.\v% ^v 



cell«ice, reasonableness and importance of 
gion ; and 1 have no doubt, it would greatlj 
lo the dignity of the clerical profession, 
those who preach, preach those truths v 
can be understood and fell, and be made ] 
tical principles. Let them remember that 
audience is composed of the poor, the igno 
the infirm, the unfortunate, the afflicted, 
young, the aged, the tempted, the anxious 
doubtful, the careless, the stupid, and the 
dened sinner. They have come to the h 
of God to be fed with the sincere milk ol 
word ; not to bo entertained with the froth 
oquence, the dreams, the visionary theories 
metaphysical speculations, the extravagant 
lies, the ill-timed wit, the tiieatrical tones 
gestures, which too often find their way intc 
desk. Let them remember, that the good s 
herd will care for and feed the sheep, and 
Iambs, and lead those who have gone astray, 
to the fold of Ch.'ist. 

Let them subdue their pride mid their t 
for literary fame, by thinking of how little * 
is tlie applause of man, when it is acquire' 
deficiencies in duly, by indifference to pn 
sions, and forgctfulness of God! Let 1 
ever bear in mind, diat if Ihey lead one si 
to repentance, they cause joy in heaven ; 
he who teaches men by precept and practii 
observe the commandments of Christ, sha 
called great in the kingdom (A ''wasv^; 
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those who have turned many to righteousnesSi 
shall shine like stars forever in the kbgdom of 
their Father ; that he who converts a sinner 
from the error of his ways, shall save a soul from 
death, and hide a multitude of sins I 

Let there be written in letters of gold on 
the walls of our churches — holy and rever- 
end is HIS NAME. HOLINESS BECOMETH THT 
HOUSE, O LORD, FOREVER. SECRET THINGS BE- 
LONG UNTO GOD. THE ETC8 OF THE LORD ARE 
IN EVERY PLACE. THE LORD LOOKETH ON THE 
HEART. THE RIGHTEOUS LORD LOVETH RIGHT- 
EOfJSNESS. HE THAT DOETH RIGHTEOUSNESS 
IS RIGHTEOUS. THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONS 
I^ORD. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT IS LIKE 
UNTO THE FIRST. YE ARE MY FRIENDS, IF YE 
IX) THE THINGS WHICH I SA?. BY THIS SHALL 
ALL MEN KNOW THAT YE ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF 
TE LOVE ONE ANOTHER. LOVE WORKETH NO 
ILL TO HIS NEIGHBOR. THE FRUIT OF THE 
SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, &C. IF ( HAVE 
NOT CHARITY, 1 AM NOTHING. IF A MAN HAVE 
NOT THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, HE IS NONE OF 

HIS. These important words, and many more 
like them, which may be easily found in ^e 
Bible, by one not a stranger to its contentSt 
might benefit both the teacher and the taught, 
and be contiually speaking words of correction, 
caution, and comfort. And if such ornaments 
seemed too expensive or too popish, then let 
these same divine sentences be eik^^'^^w ^"c^ 
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the fleshly tables of the heart, so that the 
be always present to the mind's eye. 



LETTER XVIH. 

Dear friend, 

Perhaps my last letter reminded ] 
that passage of Cowper, where he 
such a strain of reproof in the ears of tlie ( 
No wonder that such things excite the 
and contempt of men of good sense, of 
taste, and alive to the moral and spiritua 
of their brethren. 

But the thoughtless and giddy multitud 
differently ; or they do not think at all. 
like to hear something new and noisy — ^nr 
ous doctrines wrapped up in language stil 
dark and rtiysterious. The plain and 
tant truths of the gospel, urged in an e 
but mild and affectionate manner, are d 
cold to them. And why have they tliis 
taste ? Much of it is probably owing t 
ignorance and error in regard to religion, 
think that the plain and obvious tru 
the Bible, if firmly believed, are unwo 
being called faith ; they must have the 
ions of Calvin, Hopkins and others, for 
lay hold on. Such notions ot ^i^v^ \v?cs 
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I 

• 

formed that the simple teachings of the gospel 
will not satisfy them. They starve under such 
preaching. They want a religion, which costs 
but little mental and bodily effort, unless that 
effort is caused by passion and imagination. 
They wanj a religion,which will consist chiefly in 
believing mysteries, in saying so many prayers, 
and attending so many meetings, and joining so 
many societies, and sending so much money to 
the heathen beyond sea, and so much to the 
Indians of our own country, and abstaining fron^ 
such kinds of food and drink, recreations and 
ornaments. 

They are willing to do almost anything, but 
to take the cross, and live a sober, righteous, 
godly, humble and charitable life. 

I mentioned Cowper,whose poems are famil- 
iar to you; give me leave to recommend to you 
the perusal of his life by Hay ley, and his private 
correspondence. They will add force and light 
to many beautiful passages in his poems. Many 
of his hymns are dark and gloomy, though a few 
are excellent. As you read them and some of his 
lettersjwhioh speak of his spiritual condition, and 
his awful prospects, you will be admonished of the 
importance of praying and striving for a sound 
and well balanced mind, and just views of reli- 
gion. 

You may be profited by reading poetry, now 
and then, and I will mention a few authors, 
which you may read as they come m^\xv^^>» 
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reach, and as you have opportunity. T 
chiefly of a religious and moral charac 
calculated to improve your mind and hea 
ton,Monigomery,Thomson,Beattie,Sanr 
gers,Cumberland, I mean his Messiah an( 
spection,Carapbell,Cotton's Fire Side, 
Hemans. There are many exceptiona 
sages in some of these ; but I trust yoi 
ready guarded against their influence, 
our modem poets are unfit to be named 
they will never find their way into you 
ing. 



LETTER XIX. 



To Mr 



Dear sir, 

As we came away from the lecture 
was on regeneraiion, or a change of he 
remember how we conversed on the su 
which our attention had been directed, 
served how much there was said on t 
ject now, and what a thick darkness rest 
it notwithstanding. Many persons war 
out the art of being happy without bein 

What are we when born? and wha* 

become in being born again in the gosp 

of the expression ? are two important qi 

to solve which, perplexes ^nd A\sx\^^^ 
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They have caused you much anxiety. I shall 
try to relieve it by giving what I conceive to be 
scriptural answers to them. 

We are born weak and^ imperfect beings. 
By imperfect I mean limited, finite, not that we 
are naturally deficient in any 6f those parts or 
powers, which belong to such a creature as man. 
We are born free from sin, and what is called 
total depravity ; but neither pious nor virtuous. 
We speak of an innocent, harmless babe, but not 
of a vicious, or virtuous, or pious one. We 
have appetites and passions to be regulated 
and governed, desires to be chastened, powers 
to be awakened and excited, faculties to be im- 
proved, capacities to be unfolded. We have 
a social, moral and intellectual nature. We 
are susceptible of cultivation, and improvement; 
we are capable of a right, and liable to a wrong 
direction. There are motives presente^d to 
keep us in the path of innocence and virtue, and 
temptations to turn us aside from it. When 
memory, reason, and conscience,' begin their 
work, we are moral and accountable beings. 
As soon as we have a knowledge of our duty to 
God, to our fellow men, and to ourselves, we 
are capable of moral and religious actions. 
Our first birth introduces us into the natural; 
our second, into the spiritual world. Qur sec* 
ond or new birth brings us acquainted with di- 
vine truth, and sheds upon us its light and influ- 
ence. Jfyou believe and obey t\ve %o^^^^ ^sA 
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make it your care and delight to resembl 
Christ, then you are bora again ; thou| 
can no more tell the time and all the c 
stances of this heavenly, any more th 
can tell those of your natural birth. Yc 
by faith, and wiUi God. You follow th 
of the Saviour. You do all things in obe 
to the^will, and to the glory of God. Y 
a life of faitli, hope and charity. You 
you have not always thus felt,jbelieved, ani 
Dismiss your doubts, and be thankful, ll 
have been thus gendy and silently led i 
way of holiness. But at the same time b 
ble, watchful, earnest and diligent to 1: 
tinually making progress in every c! 
grace and virtue. 



LETTER XX. 

Dear sir, 

Is it not remarkable, that one of the 
commonly quoted passages in proof of 
depravity, is not found in the Bible, t: 
come to the second king of Israel, the 
psalmist? And he does not say anything d 
to the point, till he had committed two mc 
and wicked crimes ; nor, even then, til 
than brought to his ear a message iro 
Lord, which touched bi& cotkaci^uce an> 
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nished him with most sorrowful occasion for 
composing the 51st Psalm. By the rule, 
which many profess to observe in interpreting 
some parts of scripture, if David had not pre- 
fixed the words, ' I said in my haste' to the 
other clause, ' all men are liars; ' they would 
have taken this passage to prove that every squ 
and daughter of Adam is a liar. He says, that 
he was shapen in iniquity, and they say, that all 
are. But they do not make a universal applica- 
tion- of their rule. It would sound very differ- 
ently to me, if that verse was removed, and in- 
stead of it these words were inserted, viz. ' Be- 
hold I inherited a corrupt nature from Adam, 
and was born totally depraved, a hater of all 
good and a lover of all evil; and all mankind 
come into the world thus morally impure and 
impotent.' 

But admitting the doctrine of total depravity 
to be true, this was not a suitable time for David 
to teach or refer to it, unless he wished to ease 
his conscience by throwing the guilt of his deeds 
upon others: and this would have been as 
much as to tell God that he ought not to have 
blamed him, and that he had done wrong in 
sliding the prophet to accuse and trouble him! 
But David in this instance manifests difierent 
thoughts and feelings. He says, ' I acknowledge 
my transgression, and my sin is ever before me.' 
The expressions, 'my transgression, and my sin ;' 
' against thee have 1 sinned}' ^ deVw^t m^ l\^\sv 
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blood guiltiness,' show, that he felt an r 
conscience, and diat he was thinkin 
more about his own actual and most ag{ 
sins, than he was about his birth, or 
sin. That 7th verse is undoubtedly 
guage of emotion, or strong passion; c 
not to be understood literally. Whei 
calls himself a worm, a flea, a dead ( 
you are not so foolish as to suppose, 
other human beings were, or that even 
literally and really such. There woulc 
so much difficulty in understanding th 
were it not that so many have a favorite < 
or system, which they, beforehand, wish 
supported by divine authority. 

I said, they do not: I add, they canno 
universal application of their rule. The 
their using some expressions in their pri 
saying, they were used by holy men of o 
as, 'coming over the mountains of our tra 
ions;' ' all our righteousnesses are as iilt 
' rolling sin as a sweet morsel under the 
' who chargest thine angels witli folly;' * 
sin with a cart rope.' But they do no 
Job in cursing their birth, though they h 
views of inbred and birth sin ; nor Ji 
No, they abstain from this language. 

Nor do they imitate Ezra, and Nehen 
others, in asserting their innocence; an 
they have conscientiously done tlieu: 
saying so. 
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Since 1 have mentioned Job, 1 would tell you, 
that the word Redeemer, in this book, does not 
refer to Christ. Neither does that word, when it 
occurs in the 1 9th Psalm, ^O Lord, my strength 
and my redeemer,' mean Christ. God is fre- 
quendy called a redeemer and saviour, as well 
as Christ. Many ignorant and stupid people 
do not consider this; and some zealots for opin- 
ions have said, because it is asserted in one of 
thQ prophets, Hosea xiii, 4, ' for there is no 
Saviour beside me,' therefore, Christ must be 
God. So they reason, and wrest scripture. That 
you may be a babe in humility and malice, and 
in understanding and charaoter a man in Christ 
Jesus, is the prayer of your friend. 



LETTER XXI. 

To X. Y. 

My dear friend, 

I asked you, the other day, why you did not 
join the church? you answered, you were not fit. 
You acknowledged the duty, but said you were 
not prepared, not in a right frame. You are 
forty years old; and no doubt, this question has 
been often put you, and you have returned a 
similar answer. You were not fit then; you 
are not now. But what constitutes diat fitness ? 
How 28 it to be acquired ? Do 'jom VtiO^ ^^J^^ 
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It is, and have you sought it as something of 
great consequence to you? 

When will you be fit? You own you ought to 
make a profession of religion. You own the 
duty, but will not perform it, because you aw 
unfit. But who gave you leave to neglect a 
known duty on accourrt of your feelings? Why 
do not you make the same excuse, and so neglect 
to read the scriptures, to keep the sabbath, and 
to go to meeting? If you observe these things 
with proper feelings ; if you are fit to read, to 
pray, to worship, then why are you not fit to 
make resolutions, and professions, to join the 
church, and partake of ihn Lord's Supper? You 
know how you are to fit yourself for these duties, 
namely, by faith, repentance, prayer, obedience, 
and charity. Now, why have you not done 
these things? Why do you wait ? Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock! God will give his holy 
spirit to them that ask him. If you are endeav- 
oring to live a pious life, as I hope you are; then 
why do you delay this duty? Many a sabbath, 
have you seen the sacramental supper prepared; 
many a time, have you heard that parting, dying 
request of the Saviour, read and enforced, *this 
do in remembrance of me,' and you have not 
obeyed; but remained, a spectator, or eone 
away! I beseech you to read the account ot our 
Saviour's institution o{ \\\eS\y^^e?t,^\A^'ek^<c- 
count of his passioiv irnA de^xlti, ^.'^^i ^\«r^ 
J^ou are alone and tViou^VvituV,uu^^o\Afe\^DR« 
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things in your heart, I suppose that your feeling 
of unfitness is very much prqjluced by the rec- 
ollection, that it is a known, an important, and 
long neglected duty. The thought of your past 
inattention to it fills you with shame, regret and 
sorrow. It is a new duty to you; not of new obli- 
gation, however. You are unaccustomed to it. 
It will excite the observation of othei s, if you 
change your course so much; and Christians of 
other denominations have given you wrong im- 
pressions in regard to the preparation needed 
for tlie duty. 

But how are you to remove or surmount these 
difficulties by delay? This is a question worth 
your most solemn attention. Ten years hence, 
should the brittle thi'ead of life hold together so 
long, in all probability, these hindrances will be 
as formidable and discouraging, as they are 
now. Nay, we have reason to think, they will 
be more so, and that obstructions will increase 
and excuses be multiplied. 

Have you ever thought of dying? and, that 
you know not the time of this solemn event? 
And have you ever resolved that you would per- 
form this duty before death? Then, my friend, 
why do you depend upon tlie future, which is go 
uncertam? Do you think, you shall not be call- 
ed out of the world, before you have perform- 
ed every neglected duty ? Alas, ^xe xvcA. \o»ss<| 
taken away, before they puttbeir gCiodLX^s^w\xas5& 
of a distant changQ ipto practice ? \ ^ wi^^ ^»^ 
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you to attend to these things now. If you bring 
a prayerful heart and a willing mind to the duty, 
God will accept and bless it, and will gradually 
inspire you with the feelings which you now 
want, but are not striving aright to possess . How 
solemnly we are bidden to confess Clirist. open- 
ly, and before men! and how plainly we are 
told to commemorate his dying love in the Sa- 
crament! O think of these things, and never 
makethat excuse again. Many are so situated 
that they are kept back from the communion by 
human creeds and requirements which they can- 
not find authorized by scripture. You can bring 
no such excuse. The church and pastor of 
your society would welcome you to the table of 
the Lord, if you came with good intentions, de- 
sires, and resolves. You know it. May you be 
thankful for, and use your privileges. 

If your mind is perplexed with doubts relative 
to this subject, you may receive light and di- 
rection from a number of published discourses, 
which may be easily obtained. I will mention 
a few works on the topic. — ^There is a chapter 
on the subject in the new Whole Duty of Man. 
There is also a discourse by Dr Andrew Kippis 
on the Lord's Supper, one by Mr Greenwood, 
and another by Mr Barrett. 

That you may know all your duties and per- 
i&r/n tbexn, is the ptayex ol ^'^s\w livecA* 
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LETTER XXII. 

Dear friend, 

Ought we to love Christ more than we love 
God? This question will shock you, perhaps. 
And yet, in hearing many people converse, and 
many preach, and in reading books of devotion, 
especially hymns, and sacred songs, composed 
by persons of warm feehngs and a lively 
fancy, haVe you not had the conviction forced 
upon your mind, that the Saviour was thought of, 
and honored, and praised, and loved, more than 
the Father? If the name of God occurs but 
seldom in our prayers and sermons, it is not ob- 
served; the omissibn is not complained of as 
offensive or faulty. But if the name of Christ 
is seldom heard in these exercises, though they 
may all hreathe his spirit and doctrines,yt is no- 
ticed with disapprobation and censure. Our 
faith and piety are suspected. They have such 
views of the holiness, justice and sovereignty of 
God, and they dwell so much on his strict law, 
and on bis wrath, that they mostly think and 
speak of God with awe and terror; while the love, 
mercy, and compassion of Christ are exhibited 
in so moving a manner, that they are drawn 
to him with familiarity and confidence. The 
different newSy which t\\ey \vaN^ ol ^^^ "^^^ 
of Christ, are calculated to e^dx,^ ^vt ^gv&r 
tude to the Son, and to wi^WtvoVdi \x ^^^s«^ ^ 
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Father, the bestower of all gi*ace and mercy. 

Trinitarians are much offended, because we 
do not worship Christ as God, though there is no 
authority for it in scripture; but they scarcely 
say a word about our not worshipping the holy 
spirit, though there is still greater room for their 
complaint here, than in the former case. Still 
tliere is no gospel ground for complaint in either 
instance. 

They say much about loving and exalting 
Christ ; but little, or nothing, about loving or 
exalting the Spirit ! Dr Watts, I believe, has 
but very few hymns addressed specially to the 
Spirit, but man}'' to Christ. In some old books 
of prayer and meditation, many of the devotions 
are offered to Jesus, but very few to the Spirit. 
So it is in regard to hyn^ps by trinitarians gene- 
rally. There seems to be no propriety nor con- 
sistency in this, if there are three persons in the 
godhead in every sense equal. But this strange 
doctrine is taught much more plainly in creeds 
and catechisms of a later origin than the gos- 
pel, than it is taught in the word of God ! 

In the Apocalypse or Revelation, it is 
thought, by many, that we have an account of 
the heavenly worship. They ascribe blessing 
and honor, glory and power, to Him, that sit* 
teth on the throne, and to the Lamb; but noth* 
ing is said of the Spirit. How many times we 
are commanded in scripture, to love, fear, wor* 
«bjp, flodserve) God*, io\)e\LQ\^)Wq^^4;2Mjs?r^ 
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and imitate his Son Jesus Christ ! But almost 
nothing is said of the Spirit, in these respects. 
It is said to be sent, given, shed, poured out; 
we are commanded to be filled with it, to be 
led by it, and to walk in it. We are said to be 
born of it, to be quickened and sanctified by it. 
We are warned not to grieve, resist, nor qnench 
it. Its fruit is particularly described by Paul, 
which ought to be fresh in the memory of every 
one, who hopes he is spiritually bom and spirit- 
ually minded. 

But we are not expressly told to worship the 
Spirit, to fear the Spirit, to love and serve the 
Spirit, and to ascribe to it equal and undivided 
honors. The holy Spirit, I suppose, is not a 
person separate or distinct from God ; but the 
power of God in operation; the divine influences 
exerted on the hearts and minds of men. It is 
called by the Saviour himself the holy Spirit, 
which tlie Father will give to them that ask him, 
aad which the Father will send in the name of 
Christ. 

What wrong and unworthy conceptions of the 
justice of God, do many Christians have ! We 
say, that justice is the rendering to every one 
his due. A man owes me ; and because mis*- 
fortune and poverty render it hard for him to 
pay, I forgive him' the debt. Another has in- 
jured me, and I forgive him, because he is sor- 
ry, and promises to reform, or has already r» 
formed. Now do I forfeit the tiiie ol\^€v\!i% 

4 
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just by these -acts of mercy ? And yet {\ 
tliat God catonot forgive sin. His govei 
and law would be dishonored by it. 
justice demands punishment. It must be 
ted on the sinner, or on his surety or sub: 
We are taught to imitate God in his n 
and I need not prove to you, that God is 
clous and merciiul Being. The Jews t 
he could and did forgive sins, but deni( 

Eower to Christ ; still he claimed it by vi 
is power, authority and commission, c 
from the Father, and spoke not of a sub 
and of an imputed righteousness, as mai 
who presume to call themselves ortl 
You know, that the expressions, ' the m( 
Christ,' and Christ's *robe of righteciisne 
Dot found in the New Testament. The 
atonement is only once there, and in tl 
stance, it should have been translated 
ciliation, as the corresponding word in ili 
inal generally is. 

It is right to sing hymns in honor, gr; 
and praise, to Christ. It is our duty to ow 
and obey him; but we must never lose s 
the adorable, gracious, amiable and m 
character of the God and Father of ou 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. That you may 
forget, nor ce^se to honor and love yoi 
aaayom Saviour , \a tVie ^i^^et oC ^ovir 
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LETTER XXIII. 

To Mr . 

Dear sir, 

When we were last together, you spoke much 
and warmly of the humbling doctrines of the 
cross, of the essential doctrines of salva- 
tion ; and of the assurance, you felt, that you 
had embraced them. You did not view yourself, 
and all about you, just as 1 did. I found no 
hooks in your house but those which favored 
yowr darling opinions, ii I except tlie Bible, and 
that was bound by the erroneous and gloomy com- 
mentary of Scott. I mentioned several books, 
which gave different views of Christianity ; and 
asked you, whether you had ever seen and read 
them ? You replied in the negative, and express- 
ed } our unwillingness to see, and your determin- 
ation not to read them. You spoke of their fa- 
tal errors, and their immoral tendency, though 
so ignorant of what they contained and taught. 
I a^ed you to state ycur doctrines, which were 
so essential and saving ; and to support them by 
the authority of the word of God. You hes- 
itated and blushed. You were confused and 
could give me no deBnite nodons of your faith^ 
and you had the wisdom not to ^ttiewx^v ^% 
ptootof what you knew not. 1 then ^j^'e^L'^ w 
to deSae nnd describe Umtanamsta, ^sA ^^ 
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out its pernicious errors. Here, agair 
were perplexed ; but at length you prefe 
number of charges, which 1 told you wer 
and slanderous. 1 found by your convers 
that you knew not what we believed, nor 
we disbelieved ; nor our reasons for eith< 
asked you, from what sources you had d< 
your imperfect and wrong information abo 
heresy ? ' who had taught you that we w< 
fidels, and were to be abhorred and desj 
who had abused your enrs with such foul 
sions ? who had filled your mind with 
hurtful prejudices, and your memory 
such injurious and uncharitable reports? 
countenance again told me of your uneas 
I then asked you solemnly whether you 
Jesus Christ in sincerity ? You burst into 
and said, you hoped you did. I aske< 
for the evidence of that love, and the fc 
tion of even the hope . I asked you wha 
the example, the mind, and the spirit of C 
and, whether you verily thought, that yoi 
sessed these marks of goodness, and gave 
signs of grace ? Our conversation was 
broken ^off by the entrance of a nei§ 
and I retired. But I have resolve 
writing to you in order still to keep yo 
tention and feelings alive to these imp 

' Sir J 1 speak witVi pVaitknesv, \i\sx \ ^ 
truth and for your souV. Xout ^t««xv^ 
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hope, will, ere long, be instructed, and that 
you will grow ia religious knowledge. Your 
great want of candor and charity, I hope you 
will have grace to discover and be sorry for; 
and that you will make that spirit of pride and 

frejudice soon give place to a spirit of meekness, 
trust it is not yet your creed, that the posses- 
sion of saving grace renders the exercise of the 
christian graces and virtues unnecessary. I shall 
endeavor soon to convey to you a number of 
Unitarian tracts and books, which I shall expect 
you will have the curiosity, patience, and ingen- * 
uousness, to read; to examine carefully and dis- 
passionately. As you wish to sustain the charac- 
ter of a man and a christian I expect you will seize 
diis opportunity to enlighten that ignorance, 
which is so disgraceful to yourself, and so un- 
friendly to others. I ask you not to be a Uni- 
-tarian, but a candid man; and no longer to judge 
or condemn opinions, with which you are so 
little acquainted. If yonr mbnster and friends 
counsel you not to read and inquire, put them 
to silence by telling them that you will no lon- 
ger eniertain such unworthy thoughts of men, 
and their doctrines, without being able to ren- 
der a reason for the prejudice that was in you. 
My object is not, to bring you from one party 
to another, but to enlarge your views and increase 
your charity. Yon may never aAo\>\. ^^\i\iv 
tarJaa faith; stilly if you become acc^w^ATiVfc^ '^^^ 
u, and those who.profess it, I am coxk^^^^^V.^ 
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your feelings and conduct, in regard to i 
be much and favorably changed. Nay; 
you are thus duly informed, 1 shall hope 
you so far embrace our sentiments, ihat y< 
in future throw your influence into the s 
christian candor and liberty. Let us striv 
unity of spirit, though we may not enjoy 
of faith. 1 value the former above the 
and shall be glad to have another int 
with you. 

We can see Dr Watts's writings in fi 
' tlie trinity and CaU^inism almost any wher 
his solemn address to the Deity in refen 
the personality of the holy Spirit, and his 
doxy and charity united, with some oth< 
ces which he wrote late in life, and whicl 
that he changed for the better, are in the 
of but few. That you may havn the ey< 
humble Clirisiian is the prayer of your fi 



LETTER XXIV. 



Sir, 

When we were last together, we wei 
trasting the men and opinions of the ui 
and trinitarian denomination together. B 
estimate, the comparative prevalence m 
gress of the trinitarian faith is alarmi 
own your account tVitows^irftDXKtvSMN.'^^ 
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the prospects of Unitarian Christianity. In zeal 
(I will not answer for the quality of it); in effi- 
cient means and measures (I will not say how 
good and pious they have been) ; in devotedness 
10 the cause (God knows with what heavenly 
mindedness, not 1); in large and' multiplied do- 
nations (whether cordially and purely given, I 
say not); and in numbers who are apparently on 
their side; perhaps we must yield the palm to 
the orthodox so called. This fills me with shame 
and grief; but it does not shake my faith, nor 
lessen my value of it, nor cool my ardor in the - 
support and spread of it. 

But if Unitarians have done little compared 
with what Trinitarians have done, I hope they 
have done that little with a better spirit. They 
have done much compared with their means, and 
with the obstacles they have had to surmount. 
They have had ignorance, indifference, sin, 
error, and prejudice to contend with on one side; 
and zeal, bigotry, intolerance and enthusiasm on 
the other. 

But if you examine more deeply into this affair, 
you will find, that these unfavorable appearances 
are rather specious than real. I believe that 
the great mass of mankind are generalfy inclined 
to peace, and that the majority of the intelli- 
gent and pious are liberal in their feelings and 
opinions, and are disposed to be catholic to- 
wards others. Take most of our tovms, parish- 
es, and societies^ ,and you iwiW feidLYwX'^^rj ^s« 
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in any particular one, who are zealous and big- 
oted advocates for the trinity and for Calvinism. 
They are earnestly beset, and enlisted in the 
cause of proselytisra by two or three, who, very 
often, have little to commend them but money, 
pertinacity, and immoderate zeal. A rich, but 
restless widow; an injSrm, gloomy, and elderly 
maiden; or an aspiring deacon, or a man of vis- 
ionary thoughts, of ambitious views, and fond of 
popularity, often affects and controls the inter- 
ests of a church and society. Money is a 
powerful engine. It is a lever, with which men 
of the world presume to move spiritual, as well 
as temporal tilings. 

1 knew a person, some years ago, who had an 
easy fortune, and belonged to a class of Chris- 
tians, more faulty in their disci))line and worship, 
than in their doctrines. As he increased in 
wealth, knowledge and respectability, he be- 
came disgusted, or dissatisfied with the proceed- 
ings of his church. He became acquainted 
with the 'orthodox;' drew up articles of faiili of 
4hat character, and introduced ministers also. 
He had money, and contributed very largely 
himself, and now a decided Calvinist is set- 
tled over that very church, which was once lib- 
eral. Had this one rich man been a Universal- 
ist, no doubt, he would have drawn as many 
after him then by such ii\o\\n^^. \ ^wJA x^ffias- 
don instances enouglA, w\\ete icvotv^^,«sA^^^^- 
Ij influence have jaiued «l vevxv^^xwj n\os«s 
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over divine truth, A wealthy maiden lady wifl 
build and endow a church if she can frame the 
creed and select tlie pastor. The people are 
poor and ignorant, and sordid in their views, and 
will tamely permit her to choose their religion 
and prescribe their faith, provided it costs thera 
nothing! There are many Esaus, who, for a 
morsel of meat, will sell their birthright. How 
many thousand people sit under trinitarian and 
Calvinistic preaching, because they are poor, or 
ignorant, or indifferent, or parsimonious! They 
do not like nor believe it. But a few ' religious' 
persons claim and exercise an authority, which 
the multitude want the courage, or the ability 
to repel. 

1 hear of a society, in which are two or three 
dissenting, or disaffected members . I sympa- 
thise with them, commend their course, — and 
persuade tliem to withdraw, I will assist thena 
in erecting a house, and will introduce a man 
of parts and powers. He is zealous and elo- 
quent, and seems to have a great deal more leam^ 
ing and ^iety, than he who has been a burning 
and shining, a steady and useful light for many 
years. The doctrine, or the mode of it, is new 
and excites curiosity. They who listen and at- 
tend, are noticed and caressedf The selfish 
principle is addressed. They are sought and of 
consequence here ; they are not so d\s\\tk^^\i^^ 
in tbeir own- society. They \mlv^ Ao ^«^<s5ji^ 
gbere upon the approbation ot Vie^\«a^ ^sm^. ^ 

4* 
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testimony of their own conscience. They leave 
the old, and attach themselves to the new. 
The opposition they meet with, increases their 
zeal, and furnishes, in the opinion of many of all 
ages, whether Christians or pagans, the strong- 
est argument in favor of the justice of their 
cause, and the truth of their doctrines. They 
fire nearer to God, because they surround anoth- 
er altar ; and nearer Christ, because ihey have 
forsalfen family and friends. They have grown 
in grace, because they have sunk in the estima- 
tion of society. O when shall these errors and 
delusions come to a perpetual end ! When will 
the professed followers of Christ know what it 
is to take the cross, and be new creatures in the 
gospel sense of that expression? 

You talk, my friend, at times, as though you 
were doubtful and wavering ; or rather as though 
you had caught some of the party spirit of- the 
world. 

If you love God, and Christ, and truth, and 
heaven, and your ovm soul, and the souls of oth- 
ers, as you ought, these discouraging* circum- 
stances will not greatly move and depress you. 
" You will be more patient, watchful and persever- 
ing. If we keep our eyes fastened upon the 
cross, it will do wonders for our fears and also 
for our hopes. Let them rail at us, and revile 
usy Bad slander us •, and \ex ^eav \act^"w» id 
number J in wealth, lnpovIec~^^^V^^.^^^^?Kafii^ 
TAis is not the fiaaldedsioii^ Yiexxsa^^\\.^agi 
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watcb, and work, and pray, earnestly, to the jend. 
Let us not waste our precious time with idle 
complaints or comparisons, but work, while the 
day lasts; and may w6 be prepared to meet our 
Saviour and Judge in peace! Yours, &;c. 



LETTER XXV. 



Dear sir, 

I continue the subject of my last letter. I 
know, that many are disheartened, and driven 
back from Unitarian Christianitv, and attached 
to opposite opinions, by such contrasts and com- 
parisons, as you have made. Indeed there are 
those among tlie 'orthodox' who frequently re- 
mind tliem of such things ; giving them the im- 
pression, that all tlie prayer meetings, confer- 
ences, revivals, missionary enterprises-; aU 
the good, serious, regenerate, people are on 
their side. They, are awed by the activity, 
power and number of the 'orthodox'; and won 
often by very low and grovelling motives. Thfe 
imaginary lang^^or and feebleness of their own 
cause make them doubt the goodness and suc- 
cess of it. They feel unsafe, where the num- 
ber is smnll. These things have produced a 
djfferent efiect on me. They \\a.v^ \&^ tc^ Nft 
a frequent and careful examipaUou oltwj I'wSoi'. 
^nd every repeated examinaUou Vi^ %Xx^fOJ^ 
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ened and confirnied it. And if these 
make you distrust the soundness of you 
^ent views, and incline you to Calvinism, i 
ing more prosperous and prevalent ; why < 
you go still farther back, and seek refuge 
bosom of' the Roman catholic church? F< 
papists are more rich, powerful, and num* 
The millions of the christian world belie 
the real presence, or transubstantiation, in 
gatory. They pray to the virgin Mary ; the; 
lor the dead ; and believe and do many 
strange things. If you trust in man, if y< 
gard numbers, why do not you go over to 
O you have never seen but one catholic cl 

' you say, and many of those who worship 
are ignorant and poor. Irishmen and ne| 
But why do not you extend your view? 
your eye to South America, to the West I 
to Spain, Portugal, Italy, France and man 
er places. If pomp, splendor, zeal, numbc 
tiquity, societies, attract, charm and pei 
you; go, at once, and fall down before the 
acknowledge his supremacy, and own yoi 
legiance to him. 

But, if the glory of God, if die truth, a 

in Jesus, if the good of your own soul, 

welfare of your fellow men; — if these are 

able and worthy objects in your eyes, the 

will go directly to the gc^spe\o^ CW\^V^\i' 

that source alone Will you ^^\w ^j'^vvc ^^ 

M otters do and say vftiax v\v€j^ ^'^"^V, 
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)^ill not forsake a church merely because it is 
humble and poor, small and persecuted. You 
will cleave to it with heart and hand, let others 
do and say vvhat they will. 

These painful comparisons have not shaken my 
faith. It was not buih on the hope and in the 
prospect of temporal advantage, but on the con- 
victions of my own mind after a long and pray- 
erful search of the scriptures. A sense of du- 
ty bade me search, and a sense of duty made 
me reject those doctines, which had so n^any ev- 
ident marks of error; though it tore me from the 
embraces and society of many pleasing compan- 
ions. Not that I was ever a Trinitarian, or 8f 
Calvinist; all my childhood and youth fell in a 
period, and was spent in a place, wherein I heard 
and knew almost nothing of such distinctions. 
I was taught something about religion; but 1 grew 
up \^nthout knowing that it was essential to my 
christian jiame and salvation to receive those 
opinions as true, which frail men have sealed as 
orthodox. When I began my Latin, politics en- 
grossed the public snd individual attention. 
ITiis was a contest from which I could easily 
and willingly stand aloof. But when religion 
took the place of politics, I could not regard 
tlie controversy with the same indifference. I 
read the arguments for and against the various 
disputed doctrines with a lively it\\e\e^X« ^\i5^ 
result is already told . 
J receive the unitarian doctriues^woX.Xi^^'w^ 
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lliey are popular, and tliat I liope to become so hj 
them ; nor, because they are novel and singular, 
and will distinguish me iVom the multitude ; but 
because to me they seem to be the true doc- 
trines of the gospel. 

if orthodoxy, as it is called, should grow a 
Imndredfold faster than it does, it would not dis- 
courage nor move me. I think I see what 
gives currency and strer^th to the docirines,'! 
reject. It does not surprise me that they so 
widely prevail ; but it grieves me to the heart 

I more than fear, that we have not all of us a 
just sense of the importance of religion in any 
form and shape ; or of maintaining and spread- 
ing it, though it subject us to many sacrifices. 
We are not so pious as we should be. We 
look too much to men for help, and too little to 
God. We trust too much to human means and 
agems, and quite too little to the aid of heav- 
en. 

When I make ihi? concession, I do not mean 
to insinuate, that in character and in the sight 
•of God, Unitarians are worse than Trinitari- 
ans. I make no such comparisons now. Much, 
I believe, which goes by the name of religion 
and j)iety, will, at the day of judgment, be called 
by a different name. 1 am speaking of Unitari- 
ans without such references. We are too many 
of us dcficienX in the Yia\i\\s ol^^v^oxv^ "w^^ v\ 
ilwjdudes of j/iety . Some oS^ \\\\^ ^\^». \^>^\qs^ 
Js hut. too applicable to youxs^. 
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In your conversation on this subject you cave 
me the impression that you wurc seeking what 
IS fashionable, not what is true ; that your de- 
sire to follow the multitude was stronger than 
your desire to follow Christ. You talk like one, 
who wishes to avoid the cross. I hope these 
diings will touch your heart. There certain- 
ly are some things to discourage us ; but 
there are many things to fortify and animate us; 
at least such is their effect on me. I believe 
that the doctrines 1 have embraced are taught 
by Jesus Christ, who is the way and the truth 
and the life. Why should I be afraid ? Why 
should I look back upon the world, except to 
pity and reform their errors ? 

Be more frequent with the scriptures and in 
earnest prayer to God — and be more faithful in 
promoting the cause of truth. If you loved and 
followed Christ as you should, you would find 
but little time for these comparisons and com- 
plaints. Your spiritual adversary knows your 
weak side, and is artfully laying temptations 
either to keep you idle -and doubting, or to sub- 
vert your faith. That you may be sober, and 
watchful, and stand fast, is the prayet of your 
friend. 
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LETTER XXVI. ' 

To Rev. Mr 



Dear sir, 

] write this letter to you with the hope 
I i^iall benefit your soul and the soiils of oil 
Incompetent as you may deem me I may 
sibly give a better direction to the genius 
learning of the person I now address. 

I am afraid that you do not sufficiently 
the importance of Christianity, nor the weig 
your chtistian and clerical obligations, 
neither seem to fear hell, nor desire heaven, 
love God, and Christ, nor regard the ete 
welfare of your fellow men, as you ought, 
often give overwhelming evidence of your 
sensibility and coldness to religion. You 
about nature, when you should talk about gr 
You speak of reason, when you should sped 
revelation. You fasten the dazzled eyes 
your audience on your fine person and grac 
gestures, instead of fastening them weeping 
the cross. Instead of charmmg their ears ^ 
the joyful tidings of salvation, you fill those 
lious organs with high sounding, and g 
swelling words of vanity ; with figures, tro 
« metaphors and images, which contain no 1 
nor comfort. You address the hnagination) 
' send her forth to create ideal and earthly pl< 
ures* You plead m\h &xiC7> ^nd she goei 
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amuse herself with fable and fiction. You ap- 
peal to reason ; and she repairs to the groves of 
the philosophers, and talks of matter and mind; 
of cause and effect ; of the vast concatenation 
of being ; of the system and general laws of the 
universe. She takes so wide a range, and so 
high a flight, that a God, a Providence, and re- 
ligion escape notice or are overlooked by your 
hearers. The heart is not touched ; or only 
touched by the wand of Mercury ; not by the 
word and spirit of God. The sleep of mem- 
ory and conscience becomes lethargic ; and the 
thoughts and soul, instead of being lifted up to 
God, are bound with stronger chains down to 
eai*th. Oh that any one should so forget his er- 
rand as to seem to preach himself, instead of 
preaching Christ. 

In your services, you tell me that you have 
been with statesmen, philosophers, and poets, 
plainly ; but how poorly do you tell me, thai 
you have been with Jesus. 1 '^i^pak thii. to your 
shame ; may it he also to you*' prodi ! 

You tell me how learned you are in works 
of genius and fiction ; how well you are acquain- 
ted with the gods of the heathen ; but how 
poorly do you tell me of your knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and of the only true God, and of 
Jesus Christ. 

Religion is something to pierce the heart and 
bind the conscience to duty and to God — and 
to lift the soul to heaven, U is lo m^^ >\*s> \\^\!kr 
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orable and happy by first making us wi 
good. The preacher is to instruct men i 
and virtue. He is to view them as imi 
dependant, and accountable beings. L 
not fear for his reputation and worldly 
let a more wise and reasonable fear swal 
this. Let him not thirst for human app 
but seeklhe glory of God. I^t him r< 
ber, that he is a shepherd ; he must fe 
tender lambs ; he must go after the lost 
and bring it back rejoicing. 

I would recommend to you Baxter's reJ 
Pastor — Doddridge's lectures on the p 
office ; and some of John Foster's Essa 
quicken your conscience, and to arouse 
ergies of your soul. Nay, i would i 
mend to you a better acquaintance with tl 
dition, character and wants of your 
That you may have wisdom and grace tc 
your hearers in the path of pe^ce and cl 
truth is the prayer ot your friend. 



LETTER XXV If. 

To Rev. Mr 



Dear sir, 

The book I borrowed o^ >jo>3.^ \^Wv 

doctrines of the 'orOaodoii; ^tv^ Owi^^^e^^ 

9/ the Umyersalists> IViave r^^^ v^v>i^ ^ 
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fit and much dissust. The author seerns either 
to handle the word of God irreverently, or de- 
ceitfully, or very ignorantly. When he speaks 
the truth, he does not appear to speak it in love. 
• He seems to have all the pride, prejudice and 
arrogance of the Calvinist, whose opinions he 
endeavors to undermine, or overthiow. 1 can- 
not always see tlie higenuity and correctness of 
his criticisms, nor the force of his ar7»ii;ients, 
nor the meekness and charity of tlie roal Chris- 
tian. He is rude and coarse and vulgar, and 
uses the language of the quibbling lawyer,. the 
snarling politician, and the frequenter of taverns 
and caucuses, rather than, the language of the 
scholar, or the humble foilower of Jesus. I 
confess, the book gives me no high notions of 
the character of the >vriter. I shall soon speak 
of his doctrines as plainly as ! can ; though I 
know much better what he does not,than what he 
does believe. He does not believe in the doc- 
trines of Calvin ; as he would have us thinK. 
Still his views of the character of God, and the 
powers of man, remind us very strongly of Ge- 
neva. He does not believe in a state of sufiering 
for the wicked after death. But what his pre- 
cise and real views of virtue and piety are ; and 
what sense of the importance of any religion, I 
am yet to learn. He seems to make too ligjitof 
the means of grace. He does liox ^Y^^'wt ^sv 
manifest that reverence and \ove \.o ^o^ wnSl 
the Saviour, which are required ot \!c\e ^wcw 
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Christian. I have met with other Univers 
not wholly unlike him. I am disgusted 
the self-complacency and pride, which tli 
ten betray ; their fondness of disputatior 
of showing their familiarity with Scripture 
of their readiness in quoting and applying i 
but little apparent attention to its true in( 
and spirit. There is sometimes an iusuff 
pride, or. a loathsome vanity, tliey disco- 
their religious conversation. They often 
profound ignorance, or a total disregard « 
Scriptures. 

You may prove and disprove any tiling, 
follow their mode of interpretation; yo 
send all men to a place of torment, just a 
as to a state of happiness. 

They laugh at tiie notion of a hell, anc 
seem to entertain no very ravishing thoug 
the joys and felicities of heaven. They 
much of the love of God to tliem, but li 
their love to him. Though tbey profess tc 
such exalted and extended views of the 
ness an4 mercy of God, yet they arc g 
wanting in expressions of gratitude and pr 

Why do they labor so much to destro 
fear oi future punishment, unless this fei 
coQtinues to operate upon them ? Why d' 
speak and write so much on this subject? 
die people generally too fearful of hell? — 
feariul of offending God? Uo they thin 
want encouragemeaX to sm"^ C^t^^iaft^ 
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' men will make llie most progress in virtue 
piety by living under the influence of such 
►re-jsions and instructions? Why do not they 
before their hearers the honor, the prosperity 
I peace of a virtuous course; and the glory 
I happiness of heaven; and teach and exhort 
m to be prepared and qualified for it? Then 
y might escape all these fears, and save all 
» labor. Their conversation and preaching 
letimes imply, that they wish to make a sin- 
, a safe course. That they wish to encour- 
; men in vice here by attempting to show the 
tainty of their salvation, let them do what they 
1. 1 hope there are but few of that denomi- 
ion, who pursue such a course. I am sure 
re are many, who heartily disapprove it. 
It was Balaam, who prayed, Let me die the 
ath of the righteous; and let my last end be 
5 his ! The fears of future punishment for the 
3ked can never be wholly subdued in the breast 
him, who believes in a future, state. Mem- 
rj reason, and conscience, will disturb him at 
les; ai\d after all his explanations and areu- 
mts, the Scriptures will still tell him of a juag- 
mt to come, and bid him prepare to meet his 
)d m peace. You may read the most learned 
d* ingenious disquisitions on this subject; and 
you read, you may think the reasoning logi- 
I9 and conclusive, and the arguments scriptu- 
[ and unanswerable; but close that volume and 
r it Bside, and when your mmd XyecocDAi 
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ber and vigorous again, open and sear( 
Scriptures. I suspect they will leave a 
6nt impression on most hearts. 

I do not commend the manner, in 
many, who claim the title of ortliodox, sp 
hell-torments. In their frequent, bold, 
dicious, and unwarrantable attempt to exc 
fears of mankind, they make some glooir 
distracted, and ttiey harden others. B 
— takes an opposite course; and one 
seems to me equally unfavorable to piety. 
are both preaching continually about the 
and hell; the one as objects to be dreade 
shunned, if God's sovereign grace will ] 
and enable them; — the other, as objects 
laughed at and despised — ^yet not so muc 
pised, but that they shall often be the the 
discourse! And they both serve to calloi 
feelings of too many. I have thought tha 
both multiplied tlie temptations to indece; 
profane language. Where men, women 
children, are constantly listening to such \ 
it is not surprising that they remember ai 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Sir, 

There is much that passes for eloquence, and 
pulpit eloquence too, which is but imagination, 
fancy, mystery, noise, &:c. The attention is 
fixed; the heart is impressed; but the mind is 
not enlightened, nor the heart matle better. 
Those passages are listened to with greediness, 
which convey no intelligence, teach no uuth, 
and enforce no moral precept. People love to 
stare and wonder, and speakers know it. We 
ar^ censured by tlie Calvinists, because we do 
not preach more the terrors of the law and the 
terrors of the Lord; and yet I have observed 
how little apparent effect tliis kind of preaching 
had on those who adopted, and those who 
heard it often. 

I have this day listened to a sermon, full of 
solemn and terrifying words ; and if they were 
not uttered by a thoughtless tongue, they at 
least, dropped upon some dull and inattentive 
ears, and stupid heads and%earts. A Calvin- 
istic minister sat behind me^ who seemed to be 
no more interested in the discourse, than though 
it was on one of tlie most indifferent topics im- 
aginable. He was frequendy engaged in a loud 
whispering conversation with the person, seated 
beside him, who, I suppose, was of the same 
|)rofes^oa.and of the same secU His uov^^ d\sr 
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turbed me much, and several times I turned 
around, and endeavored by ray meaning looks 
to silence him ; but it was to no purpose. This 
is not the first time, I have witnessed such 
things; and they imply, that these people do not 
feel themselves that awe and solemnity, which 
they wish to inspire in the minds of others. 
They would have others terrified and warned, 
but they would escape. ' Weep yourself, if 
you would have me weep,' is an old maxim. 

May you so grow in grace and knowledge 
that you will not need such aids to your piety, 
that higher motives may influence you to fear, 
love and serve God all your days! Farewell. 
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LETTER XXFX. 

ToS.Y. 

Sir, 

You remember our late interview, and the 
various subjects of our conversation. You 
complained of the hardness of your lot, the pov- 
erty of your condition, of your many trials, mis- 
fortunes and disappointments, and how yoa 
were unnoticed and deserted. I listened with 
sympathy, and. reminded you of sources of 
comfort, and counselled you to repair to tbenL 
/ bate DOW learned Q3i& ^o\x^\xc^t^ of youir 
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character, and address you tenderly and 8e« 
riously. Yours has been a hard lot, you say; 
but do you not see what has made it hard? You 
have not sought wisdom, support, and strength 
from above. You have not felt and owned 
your dependance on God, nor committed your 
way and cause to him. Had you, with 61ial 
piety, devoted yourself entirely to him, he 
would have sustained and comforted you. How 
could you expect, that your path would be 
plain and easy, when you shut your eyes to the 
light which would have guided, and rejected the 
hand which would have held you up? You 
speak of your poverty. Alas ! you have not 
sought true and durable riches. If you had prop- 
erly attended to the invitations of the Saviour, 
you would have had a heavenly treasure, which 
would have made you forget, or patiently ^ndure 
the evils of your present indigent condition. 
It is ingratitude and sui in any to. neglect the 
Saviour; but the offence seems more strange 
and vile, when committed by. the poor; since he 
showed a regard and compassion for the poor, 
which no other friend or benefactor ever had. 
He fed, blessed, taught, comforted, and associ- 
ated with them. To them he preached the gos- 
pel, and offered them unfailing treasures* He 
became poor himself, that they might be rich in 
faith, hope, promises, prospects, and expecta* 
tions. You nave slighted the Saviour, and na 
wonder that jrou feel your poverty . Qto V^Xscc^^ 
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and you shall have peace and contentme 
a portion, which shall not be taken awa^ 
you. You have thought to bear your tri; 
afflictions without heavenly aid and divin 
solation, and so you have continually 
under your burdens, and gone moumii 
weeping. Is this strange? You knew trial 
in your way, and where you might seek ai 
relief ; and yet you have acted contrary 
knowledge, and still complain. There ^ 
ark sailing on the flood, and you would i 
ter it that you might ride out the storm in 
and safety. There was a bow in the 
but you turned your eye from it. You 
have been clad with tlie armor of ligh 
you abode in darkness. The anchor o 
was thrown out to you ; and you would noi 
it, but remained desponding. You coc 
that you are unnoticed ; but can you n 
the cause of this within yourself? Ha 
been careful to live a pious life, you 
have been respected and esteemed by i 
and you could, then, easily hare endured 
scorn, contempt, and obscurity, which 
your lot. Had you walked with God h 
and faithfully, you would not have fell 
desertion, lou would always have I 
fiiend nigh you, with whom to bold ecu 
iOQ. 

Your children are disobedient, ungrate: 
vkious. Behold the effed oC the ediu 
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and example, you have furnished them. Had 
you obeyed God, you might reasonably 
have hoped for better things. You were un- 
grateful and disobedient to God, and they are 
so to you also. O may you repent of these 
things, and consecrate yourseli' wholly to your 
Heavenly Father ! Say, I have borne chas- 
tisement ; I will not offend any more. 

You spoke of die little peace you have en- 
joyed, which shows how dull you have been in 
appreciating and improving the counsels of the 
irord of God . You are there told, 'acquaint now 
thyself with him and be at peace.' Our Saviour 
says 'in me ye shall have peace.' Let me ex- 
hort you to believe in God and in Christ ; and 
then you may be of good cheer, and your heart 
will not be so troubled. Seek now an unfailing 
friend ; durable riches, and a city which hath 
foundations. You have built upon the sand ; 
now build upon a rock . You have set your 
affections on earthly thmgs, and your gain has 
been labor and son*ow; now set them on heaven*- 
ly tbbgs. 

Let me remind you, that unhappy as has 
been your condition in the world, your future 
prospects are no better. Nay, they are more 
^k and dismal, unless you comply with Hm 
tenns of the gospel. O think of these thing9| 
while God gives you the power of thought. Let 
the forbearance and mercy of God excite your 
<#oiider and ju^isey and a^9raken youXo ^ ^^^^As<$ 
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repentance, and thorough reformation. I 
to this warning and friendly voice. Rea 
Scriptures ; think of them ; meditate on 1 
Examine your heait and lift' ; be firequer 
fervent in prayer, and yield your body 
and spirit, to the guidance of your Fall 
heaven, which is your reasonable service 
one infinitely most profitable to you bo 
time and eternity. Farewell. 



LETTER XXX. 



My friend. 

It is long since I wrote. I would givey< 
reasons of ngiy delay; but they might not a 
such to you. When I wrote so often, ] 
without books, and without associates mu 
the time. I was forced into solitude, refle 
and meditation. I conversed with m 
thought and recorded my thoughts. But i 
ly my room was stored with books^ am 
dwelling with pleasing companion; and 
my clerical avocations did not interfere, the 
was spent in walking, reading, singing and 
versation. Besides, there are seasons, 
iiarly unfit for, as well as favorable to wi 
There must be a certain juncture of tbii 
concurrence and combination of circumsta 
or Jcannot call and arrange iSoo^^^ ^ 
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fisr a single epistle to even an old friend. When it 
U very warm, I am languid; when it is very cold, 
^ but why do I trouble you with such thingrf 
I am sometimes almost discouraged at ^e 
great ignorance I have to contend with. People 
make the most egregious mistakes, and gross 
blunders. Many cannot distinguish between 'or- 
thodoxy' and cnristian piety and virtue. There 
are many so prejudiced and foolish, that they 
think all seriousness and piety, all fearfulness of 
oSfending God, all anxiety about the soul, 
beaven, hell, and death, all carefulness in mat-* 
ters of religion — they think all this is Calvinism! 
Tbey ought to be told in the plamest and sim- 

eest language, what 'orthodoxy', Calvinism, 
opkbsianism, and trinitarianism, are, and what 
they are not; what is, and what is not peculiar to 
tb^* Many need to be told over and over again, 
that piety — the love,fear, w6rship,and obedience 
of God — is not exclusively Calvinism! To for- 
sake the vanities, vices,and sins of the world is not 
exclusively Calvinism. No ; it is sound philoso^ 
phy;it ispure^-eligion. To keep the sabbath, 
to go to meeting, to be engaged and devout in 
the house of God; to pray in one's family and 
secredy, is not exclusively Calvinism. To dread 
ibe displeasure and judgment of God; to de- 
mte his favor and approbation, is not exclusively 
Calvinism. To be sober, watchful and devcat; 
Oiaking religion the great buisness of life; feelings 
ibiokwg and speaking of \X\ aiacivVsav^ ^ ^w^ 
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and praise to God; relying on his providence, 
and tracing the divine hand in every event— 
this is not exclusively Calvinism. To be anx- 
iously inquiring what we must do to be saved; 
to strive for a gospel faith, a godly repentance, 
and a christian hope of pardon, peace, and re* 
conciliation; to be earnest in making every po8> 
sible preparation for death; to be constantly 
prepared — this is not exclusively Calvinism! 

To be concerned for the moral and spiritual 
welfare of others; to be anxious for their salva- 
tion; to grieve at irreligion, vice, and sin; to 
pray for, and rejoice in the repentance and re- 
formation of others — ^this is not Calvinism, nor 
the technical orthodoxy of the day. 

To speak of die importance of religion; the 
worth of the soul; the joys of heaven; and the 
miseries of hell ; to exhort itien to seek the one, 
and flee the other — this is not Calvinism- 

To proclaim the excellency of the gospel; 
to extol the mercy of God; to pray for the con- 
version of sinners, and for the triumphs of the 
cross — this is not Calvinism. 

To preach Christ and him crucified, is not 
trinitarianism. To dwell on his virtues and 
graces; to speak of his labors, sufTeriogs, and 
death; to exhort and invite men to come to 
Iiim ; embrace him; take his yoke ; bear his cross; 
hcpe and believe in, obey and imitate him; 
to possess his spirit; honor, praise, reverence) 
love him — this is not \t\m\axvaxv\?xsi. 
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To speak of the exaltation, worthiness, and 
glory of Christ; to seek the influences of God's 
holy spirit — this is not tfinitarianism. Alas! 
that one need to be so plain in these things. 

You can be humble, penitent, prayerful, pi- 
ous, virtuous; and yet, not a Calvinist! You can 
be a devout worshipper of the Father, who is 
the only true God; you can be daily and hourly 
at his throne of grace in the name of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, without being a trinitarian. That 
you may never commit such gross errors as do. 
they, who confound these things, is the hearty 
prayer of youffrtend. 



LETTER XXXI. 

To Mr . 

Sir, 

And what have you gained by your reason 
and philosophy ? by your researches and inves- 
tigations? You have endeavored to prove that 
there is no devil, and you kugh at the notion 
of his possible existence; and yet you speak 
and act, as though there certainly was one. 
You think you have proved, that there is no hell, 
no future punishmjsnt — ^no future misery; and 
you affect to laugh at others' fears of tdrment 
and wrath, and a coming judgment. But not- 
withstanding all this, I found you the slave of pre- 
judice,fear and superstition. Yes— notwithstand- 
iDgyouT boasted emancipatiori*) 70\xt tA^^^A 
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of •rror, it was easy to perceive what a mighty 
influence superstition and feajr exerted over you, 
afid into what a base and degrading bondage, 
they had brought you. Omens, dreams, sounds, 
signs, sigjits, singular conjunctures, and afflicting 
strokes of Providence, operated upon you with 
strength and energy. You were unconscious of 
it» or perhaps thought others were so. You 
made me read much of your creed, and much 
of your character too, before T left you; and 
now^ I use the liberty of a commentator on both. 
I connected things together, and you did not. 

I could see, that you had oidy exchanged 
fears, not dismissed them; exchanged yokes, 
not released your neck; exchanged bondage 
and fetters, not gained liberty, even m your ac- 
ceptation of the term; much less in that of 
minCi If you have escaped some errors, you 
seem to have fallen into others quite as unwor- 
thy of a great and rational mind. And on the 
score of ijonor, peace and happiness, would it 
not be better to believe and fear those things, 
which God telk us to believe and fear, than to 
be cringingy shrinking and foreboding, as now 
you are; submitting your reason and faitli to 
the granny of fancy, to creatures of imagina- 
tion; and tamely bending to the vilest servitude. 
To fear (jod is a wise fear; to'dread his frowns 
and displeasure is ateoLSonshXe dt^^4\ ^c^l caa 
£nd it written in the pbSVoao^\x^ cA ^«\is»:dQRi\iL^ 
mud m the volume oC exetu«\ xxxsJOsx^ ^ w. ^^s*- 
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not annihilate conscience and fear, nor destroy 
those moral powers and feelings, which are 
the work and the gift of the Almighty. Your 
arguments will do no good. God smiles on 
virtue, and frowns at vice. You see it; yoju 
feel it. It is written on empires and kingdoms ; 
Qn social and domestic scenes. It is written on 
the human face, and on the human heart; on 
die character and fortune of men, as well as 
in the divine revelations. It shall be well with 
the righteous; and woes are uttered against the 
wicked. You spoke of the goodness of God, 
and said that love must draw us to him. But 
do you feel these sentiments, as you ought? 
Does his goodness lead you to repentance ? I)o 
you possess that holy love to him, which be- 
comes his child, and an heir of grace and glory? 
Though you professed, that God bad done so 
much for your soul ; yet how little you seemed 
to be affected by it J And you said scarce a 
word of the Saviour; — no expressions of love, 
gratitude, and praise escaped your lips. How 
mournfully you differ in spirit and practice frqui 
many of the early disciples of Christ. 

Let me exhort you to a religious life. Leave 
your disputations, debates, &c. and bring prac- 
tical, vital religion home to your heart and your 
conscience. 

You do not beHeve in a deViV. "W ^^ \ ^ 
<K>r sajr it is indispensable to yout «ilN^uow^'6K»s 
jou should. Yon oue|btto tecew^ ii5JL^5ci»^^ 
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trines of the gospel, which you, after patieni 
and faithful search, can find there. Your bare- 
ly believing or rejecting that doctrine, will not 
4T)ake you happy. If you are on the Lord's side, 
you have notliing to fear from evil spirits ; but if 
you are not, you can promise yourself but little 
comfort, wheilier there be, or be not a devil. 

You believe in a God ; then honor, worship, 
and serve him. Love, imitate and follow the 
Saviour, that you may overcome your present 
enemies, and be guarded against future trouble. 

Say what you will; do what you may; there 
will be distinctions and differences between the 
virtuous and the vicious, righteous and wicked, 
good and bad. You may explain away the 
Scriptures, but not these. You may reason 
against these things, but you cannot put them out 
of existence. 

When you lie on your dying bed, say that you 
and your friends are Universalists ; and that you 
have lived a sinful and impenitent life. In spite 
of your doctrines, your feelings and thoughts 
will be very different, from what they would be, 
had you been truly pious. And if you leave the 
world serious and thoughtful, but unprepared, 
you cannot have that comfort and satisfaction, 
which conscious virtue is capable of affording. 
Say, there is no hell ; yet your situation must be 
inevitably different from that of the virtuous. 
You will understand me jhere. The qdesuon is 
notf whether a good, pious \5mv^^^%Vf»8SDi he 
saved? (that to me is nolso Ao«5a\M^'^\s>3X^>Da^* 
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^ a base, immoral, irreligious person can be 
happy ? 

Unless you are morally changed after entering 
the eternal world (a doctrine not revealed to 
me,) you will have your evil tempers, disposi** 
tions, and habits, to mortify, confound, and tor- 
ment you. If the future is to be a state of pro- 
bation, how do you know that, on the whole, it 
will be any more favorable to your repentance 
and reform, than the present is ?*Say, there will 
be addiuonal means and motives to virtue ; why 
may there not be also additional temptations and 
triids? Under the instruction and discipline of 
this state, you grew worse and worse. Why 
may you not in anotlier ? Say, that the good 
and bad will all go to the same place. Will 
not their different tastes, views and characters, 
distinguish and separate them ? If their exam- 
ple and influence have had no salutary and sa- 
ving effect on you here, how is it probable that 
tfaey will hereafter? 

Will not memory of the past fumbh you with 
a constant source of uneasiness, pain and an- 
guish, so that in heaven, you will feel that you 
are in hell, when you contrast yourself with onci 
who has piously served God.^ Will you not 
then remember, that, while on earth, you had 
been rebellious and impenitent? that you had 
oeither desired to know, nor to do the will of 
God? that your example had been bad; your 
influeoce, pernicious? that you. VlaA^Q\!A^^k^ 
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to promote holiness and virtue, and much to in^ 
jure them? that you had made light of seri- 
ousness and piety, and manifested no concern 
for the spread and prospecity of true religion i 
that you had seldom read the Bible, except to 
find arguments to support a favorite but very 
questionable opinion: that you had seldom 
worshipped Godf that you had made lighf of the 
duties of piety, and neglected tliem ? that you 
had lived thoughtless of tliat Saviour, who died, 
aad suffered so much for you ? Would you not 
remember, how you had insulted the goodness 
of God ; and slighted the love and compassion 
of the Saviour ? Would you not remember how 
little you have done for the benefit, and how 
much to the injury of society ? 

You had set no bounds to your appetites and 
passions; you had obeyed them, and violated 
conscience, reason, and the law of God. You 
had been a prodigal, or a miser; sensual, and in- 
temperate; envious, and revengeful; unkind and 
oppressive to the poor; fraudulent and unjust in 
your dealings. In every condition and relation 
in life, you had been culpably deficient in duty; 
your feelings, thoughts and desires, had been 
earthly ; your object had been self-gratification; 
acknowledging no claim, nor accountability, and 
owning no dependence and obligation. If you 
retained your memoiy and conscience, would not 
such things trouble and torment you ? Would 
tbey not make a wide and YasVvrv^ ^\Sa\^\iR^\j^> 
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tween you, and one of an opposite character ? 
Would they not unavoidably make your heaven, 
when compared with his, a hell ? Would you 
not then perceive the unreasonableness, would 
you not feel the baseness of your ingratitude? ex- 
pecting so much from the goodness of God, and 
the mercy of Christ, and yet remain insensible, 
unaffected, cold, disobedient through life? 
Would there not be something bitter and re- 
proachful in the recollection, that you had 
caught at a doctrine, and left the duty; tluit you 
had seized a hope without its proper foundation; 
that you thought of promises, and not of the con- 
ditipns; that you had claimed heaven, but had 
showed no holy love, nor obedience to the God 
of heaven ? 

How different, humbling, and painful, must 
be your remembrances, and reflections, compar- 
ed with those of the righteous and pious soul! 
While on earth, he had endeavored to pre- 
pare for heaven; in* life, for death; in time, for 
eternity. While you were dead in'trespasses 
and sins, he was sober and watchful, and alive 
to God and holiness. While you were laying up 
a treasuie on the earth, he was laying up one in 
heaven. He daily searched the Scriptures, de- 
sirous to know, believe and obey them. He 
tlirew all his influence into the scale of pioty and 
virtue; lived a life of faith and of earnest prayer. 
He had been just and merciful lo his fellow-men; 
taken his cross against sin, foWow^^xV^^'^'^'^^^'^' 
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and loved and worshipped God. You had not 
been thus. Will you say, that we shall retain no 
remembrance of the deeds done here in the 
body ? that our tempers, dispositions, and hab- 
its, will not follow us beyond the grave? that in 
a future world we shall have no more knowledge 
of what we had been and done in this, than we 
now have of a preexistence ? Then, do you 
Dot virtually deny the resurrection and immor- 
tality ? Do you not, to all practical purposes, 
believe in the annihilation of the soul ? tlie total 
eixtinction of our moral and intellectual being? 
You believe that there is a heaven, and that it 
is filled with intelligent and happy creatugss; 
but creatures, who have no important connexion 
widi us, unless we fancy they will bear our 
name, begin their career when ours shall end; 
and, some way or other, owe their vital principle 
to us ? Ponder these things in your heart. It 
belongs not to me to dictate your creed; I pray 
for your deliverance from every error. But 
wliatever your creed be, if it encourage you ia 
a vicious and sinful life, you ought to suspect 
there is something wrong in it or in you. That 
you may be wise, holy, and happy, b the prayer 
of your friend. 



Ill 



LETTER XXXII. 

To Mrs . 

I could not but feel and express a holy in- 
dignation at the conduct of .towards you. 

You are an ignorant woman yourself; you know 
and own it. I was glad, however, that you had 
sense enough to discover the unreasonable and 

uncharitable spirit of . I pray that you may 

have wisdom to see the hatefulness, to loathe 
the meanness, and to shun the toils and snares 
of that system, which has so unhappy an in- 
fluence on your neighbor. You see how pbor- 
ly she observes the golden rule. You see that ^ 
her new doctrines either mnke her impudent, 
impertinent, obtrusive, proud, suspicious, and 
extremely disgusting in her behaviour and 
speech; or at least, they have not been able, as 
yet, to reform her-. But after all, you must im- 
pute much to ignorance, and to the slanderous 
and vile reports of others. Those with whom 
she has been conversant, have done no good to 
her temper and piety. They have filled her 
ears and mind with scandal; and now she vents 
it upon others, that come within her reach; 
which /ou wiJJ consider v?\ie\Yvet \(ou^^^^\v^^ks. 
than is necessary. 
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I have conversed with her several times, and 
found her grossly ignorant — ^found that she was , 
not at all acquainted with the nature and merits 
of the case, and that it was of but little use to 
reason with her. Her mind is so dark and be- 
wildered, her fears and prejudices so great, and 
she is so positive and obstinate, that you might 
as well reason with the tide and the storm. 

With such we must be silent, patient, and 
forbearing, and not be discouraged, because 
ignorance calls us dark, and prejudice errone- 
ous. It is sorrowful and humiliqtinci; that there. 
€re any, who will listen to such busy bodies, and 
be led away by them. Paul mentions false 
teachers leading away silly women; but ^ now, 
silly women lead others away; an Evidence of 
the blindness, folly, and delusion, which prevail. 
They will not believe those who have had great 
opportunities to know, and who cannot have a 
strong motive to mislead them. They discredit 
such,* and run after those who have nothing to 
recommend them but heated passion, presump* 
tion and arrogance. May you be kept from 
these temptations! I should advise you to 
avoid the meetings, which are held so frequently 
in your neighborhood . If they entice you, con* 
sent not. Let them know, diat you are fully 
' persuaded in your own mind. You ought not 
to spare the time; you have religious duties 
enough for all the week at home; and if yoQ 
jbad Dot, I would say, devote \ko%^ ^^;daREQe^ti^ 
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fading, prayer, and meditation, and to works 

f mercjr. Think of the good, pious Dorcas. 

/Its H. expends enough on these religious meet- 

ogs, which do nothins for her humility and kind- 

less, to feed and clothe an orphan child. One 

of the best ways to keep religion alive in one's 

own soul, and in society, is to make it practical; 

to carry it into all the business of life, so that all 

our duties shall be the sacrifices of humble and 

grateful hearts. Farewell. 



LETTER ^XIII. 

To Mr . 

My dear sir, 

You are anxious about dying and your future 
welfare; and such an anxiety is worthy of you. 
You must die; there is no discharge in that war. 
You must stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ, and give account of yourself to Grod. 
Fifty years you have lived with such prospects 
before you; and you are just beginning to open 
your eyes upon them. You should have given 
your time, your thoughts, and your heart, to 
these solemn truths, long ago. But it is a bles- 
sed thing, that you have omitted them no 
longer ; that death did not close your eyes, be^ 
fore your moral blindness was partially removed; 
that Tour heart was not consumed m its state 

ofccMoessimdiiiipeQitence. youVxw^^t^^^^' 
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many days of bodily health; but what a disease 
has all this time been preying upon your soul ! 
You have been awake to everything but right- 
eousness; in love with everything but Christ; 
alive to everything but God . How should you 
admire the patience, which thus waited and en- 
dured. How should you praise that mercy which, 
when other remedies failed, raised a correcting 
hand, and cut off those streams, which led you 
away from the fountain of gpod ! May yotf not 
conclude, that God has taken away your strength, 
that you might be strong in him ? that he has 
visited you with sickness of body, that your soul 
might be in health ? Has he not laid you on a 
bed of pain and languislftnent, that you might 
seek the pleasures and consolations of religion ? 
Has he not permitted yolir outward man to de- 
cay, that your inward man might be renewed ? 
Has he not blighted your earthly hopes, that he 
might kindle a hope of glory ? Has he not sub- 
dued the desires and appetites of nature, that 
you might hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
and grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
your Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ? Such 
questions demand your attention. All this you 
may consider as done for the healing of your 
soul. And with these means, let me exhort 
you, to work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling. — ^To all human appearance, yoo 
will never recover. You may be spared days^ 
and possibly years', WlxVvey ^'^V^ ^"«?j^ o( 
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weakness and languor. You cannot do much; 
but still you can do an important work, by the 
aid of God's grace and spirit, which may be ob- 
tained by earnest prayer to the Father through 
the Son. You can think deeply, sorrowfully, 
and fearfully of your sins; you can confess, ab- 
hor, and forsake them. You can believe in Je* 
sus Christ, and through him seek the divine for- 
^veness. You can humble yourself and ac- 
knowledge your accountability to God, and your 
depeiidance on him. You can submit to his 
authority, and with filial dispositions and trust 
commit your soul and body to him, as your 
friend and fartier. Your happiness depends on 
your union with him and with Christ. Your 
prayer must be, thy will be done ! If God 
should restore you to health, it would be your 
duty to bring forth the fruits of repentance, by 
employing all your time and means in his ser* 
vice. But since you are called to sufferihg and 
adversity, you are to-be patient, content, resign- 
ed, confiding, submissive ; relying on his prov- 
idence ; devoting your seasons of quiet to acts 
of faith, worship, prayer and meditation ; im- 
parling counsel to others; warning them against 
falling into your errors, and urging them to at- 
tend to religion. So long as it shall please 
God that you continue here, strive to be in- 
creasing in knowledge, faith, holiness and virtue. 
That you may so live, that when you are ab- 
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sent from the body, you may be present/widi 
the Lord, is the prayer of your sincere friend. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

To Mr . 

Sir, 

You remember my expostulations with you, 
when you confessed your dreadful habit of drink- 
ing, and also the weakness and inconstancy of 
all your past resolutions to amend. You were 
sensible to the evil and injury ; and though you 
foresee the consequences, yet they appear to 
you now unavoidable. The habit is so confirm- 
ed, that you despair of a remedy. But though 
you are dreadfulnr fallen, your conscience is not 
quite seared. lOur moral powers are not 
wholly destroyed. You can still exercise your 
reason. You have not sunk so low as you 
might and may sink. I would now suggest to 
you motives and rules for a thorough reform. 

Consider the injury you are doinjE, not only 
lo yourself, but to others. You might shine a 
living example of virtue and piety. Your ex- 
ertions and influence might do much for the 
benefit of those around you. There are vari* 
ous duties which you owe to others, as a mem* 
ber of society ; but your intemperance disquafi* 
Sesyoa. You are nevet mtnis\'&^m>!ci %ss^ oCihft 
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business, nor honored with any of the offices of 
the town. And what is tlie reason ? You are 
intemperate. Instead of building up, you are 
undermining society. Consider what you are 
doing to yourself; weakening your strength ; 
impairing your health ; destroying your mental 
and moral powers ; destroying the peace and 
happiness of your soul. You are sinking as 
much beloWj as you were created above the 
brute. 

Your intemperance unfits you for social and 
religious duties. How can you read, meditate 
and pray, when heated and excited by rum ? 
Oh, think of these things ! 

Consider your family. When you married, 
you solemnly engaircd, before God and man, to 
sustain the character of a faithful and affection- 
ate husband. How these promises have been 
forgotten, and these vows violated ! 

You should be tlie j^trength and support of* 
your family ; but how often do you appear be- 
fore them, weak, tottering, and trembling ; una- 
ble to sustain yourself, or protect them. You 
should be their glory, honor, and joy ; but how 
often are you their trouble and shame ! You 
should counsel and console ; but how often you 
grieve and wound them ! You should be their 
exemplar and guide ; but you are in fact, onljr 
a beacon and warning ! You should lead theur 
devotions, and teach them to fear and serve 
God;J>ut all jour influence is on thft ^mxswi 
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rowful to them, which might bring the 
contentment and joy. 1 entreat you to 
er these things, till this sin exhibits to yc 
of its odious and horrible forms . I wc 
vise you to abandon the use of ardent sp 
togedicr. Avoid temptations. Avoid tl 
pany and places, where you are most aj 
led astray. When' your appetites and j 
cry out for indulgence, let the voice > 
science, of reason, and religion, cry out 
them. Summon all your moral couraj 
spiritual strength ; and flee immediately 
for aid and deliverance. Those seasons 
were formerly given to indulgence, devo 
to reflection, meditation, and prayer, 
your thoughts forward. "^ Think of that < 
whom you are aocbuntabie ; think of tl 
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will lift you up and restore you. O may He 
impress these things on your heart, and may 
vou speedily and wholly turn unio the Lord ! 
Farewell. 



LETTER XXXV. 

To Mr . 

Sir, 

I write that I may express my thoughts to 
you with more freedom and precision; and that 
you may have better opportunity to weigh and 
consider. You excuse yourself for absence 
from church on account of your deafness. / 
You say, you cannot hear what is said, and can 
get Osgood, if you go. 1 find, that you have 
donRo for a l^|g time, and have been in tlie hab- 
it of making tffls same excuse, ^s though it was 
sufficient. But I hope this letter will suggest to 
you reasons for doing so no more; and that 
they will have their designed influence upon 

r[>u, and arouse you from your spiritual sloth, 
dball endeavor to show you, that you can, not; 
fritbstanding your infirmities, both get good and 
do good, by attending public worship. Not 
iwrely the selfish, but the social principle also; 
not only personal interest, but sympathy; not 
Qoly curiosity and desire tit knowledge, but 
piety, and a sense of duty to Godyshovild toaka 
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you come with willing feet into the sanctuary. 
The power of sympathy and association may, 
and should act strongly upon you. You go to 
meeting, if you go with right intentions, to 
worship God. Notwithstanding your deaf- 
ness you can feel, tliink, reflect, meditate, 
and pray. If you cannot hear the words 
of praise and prayer, uttered by others, you 
can place yourself in the proper attitude, and 
employ the same time in the exercises of devo- 
tion. Your feelings will be excited; your mind 
elevated; you will be encouraged and strength- 
ened by the surrounding worshipers. Standing 
in tlie courts of God, you will be solemn* 
ly impressed, you will be seriously dispos- 
ed. Every thing which strikes your eye 
will quicken your remembrance of religion, and 
of God. You owe this pubhc service myour 
Saviour, and to your heavenly ^ther; and I see 
not how your» deafness exempts you from it. 
It does not prevent your private nor your pub- 
lic worship. Your regularly attending church, 
even now, will be a better evidence of your 
obedience and submission to God, of your de- 
sire to honor and please him, tlian you have 
given for some years past. It will show, dnt 
you love the place, where his name is recorded; 
that you love religion; and that your heart is 
really engaged in it. You cannot hear Ae it* 
votions of cithers; but it will do you good to pieet 
them there, and se^ theia ^.^^gnxet^ ipiiniigia 
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acts of adoration, praise, and prayer, and re- 
ceiving instruction. You will rejoice with 
them and be glad to see that religion and God 
are so much regarded. Yes; if you have a pious, 
benevolent hean, if you have social feelings, 
anti are capable of human and christian sympa- 
thies, and love the communion of saints; deaf as 
you are, your seat will not be found empty on ' 
the Lord's day. You will get good; you will 
feel an inward satisfaction arising from the con- 
sciousness of having done what you could for 
tlie gfory of God, and for the cause of Christ, 
which you do not feel now. Your faith will b« 
strengthened, your heart warmed, your hope • 
animated; you will grow in grace, and in chris- . 
tian knowledge; you will grow more spirit- 
ually and heavenly minded. You have been a 
professor of religion, and yet yoU have beea 
thus negligent, and often a strana:er at the table 
of your L^ord; though you are still frequent at 
other places of resort, where your opportunity 
to be nourished with the bread of life, is not so 
favorable! — Not so favorable ? How this sen- 
tence should enliven and alarm you! What 
need of watchfulness and prayer! 

You will do good by the force of your exam- 
ple, if in no other way. It will be noticed and felt 
by others. Actions speak louder than words. 
It will impress them with a deeper sense of the 
importance of religion, and of their duty. Your 
presence will countenance, euciout^^^^sA^wt* 
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suade others. It will give them higher thoughts 
of the power, the obligations, and the comforts 
of religion. They will observe your conduct, 
and conclude, that you attach great importance 
to the ordinances and institutions of the gospel ; 
that your religious habits are strong ; that your 
piety is sincere and fervent ; that you have in- 
deed tasted and seen that the Lord is gracious, 
that Christ is precious to your soul ; that you 
love the habitation of the Lord, and to pay 
your vows to him in the presence of all his 
people. 

Yes, you will do good ; you cannot doubt it. 
Your presence will excite^, warm, cheer and re- 
joice others, who are there; and it will be anoth- 
er motive to those who imitate your fault, to re- 
form it along with you. You wiQ do much 
for the cause of religion in your own heart i and 
iatlie hearts of your fellow men. There are too 
many who need to be told, that they ought to 
go to meeting on the sabbath, not to gratify an 
idle curiosity, or a literary taste ; nor even sim- 
ply to gain religious instruction ; but to worship 
(%d in spirit and in truth. Give me leave to 
admonish you that your piety now is not what it 
should and might be. Your present course is 
unfavorable, and may prove fatal to it. Do 
what you can ; and heaven will do the rest. 
That you nj^iy change, and find it for your souTs 
goody is the prayer of your friend. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

To Mr . 

Sir, 

Both yomr words and actions, the short time 
I have known you, convince me that you have 
very wrong notions of your condition, and of 
the nature and extent of your obligations and 
duties. If I understand your words and ac« 
tions, you acknowledge no relations, but the 
civil wod social, and no dependance, save on 
man and natural causes. You leave out reli- 
gion. I would not say, that you denied a God, 
a Providence, and die Scriptures; but your 
faith m such doctrines has but little influence on 
you. Have you ever seriously thought that you 
have an inmiortal soul ? and that you are ac- 
countable to a higher tribunal, for all the deeds 
doiae in the body ? Have you thought of the du- 
ties you owe to God and to the Saviour? 
You have health and strength, and yet it is a 
rare thing that I see you at meetkigi How 
you spend, your sabbaths I know not ; but I 
feat that they are not epeni in the exercises of 
devotion,, in prayer, hi self-examination, in 
reading dbe Scriptures., and m religious medi<* 
ta.tion. If you prayed in secret and in your 
family, yea wouhI be likely to visit the bouse of 
pray es o&mer^ You indeed tcMi m^*^ ^x ^^>^ 
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thought all that was required of you, \^ 
live an honest life. That little word, hot 
subject to a great variety of meaning, 
embrace every thing that is good — you, 
ever, used it in a limited sense. But dc 
the gospel require something else ? Doei 
tell you to love, worship, and obey God ; t 
or, "love, and imitate Christ? Does it r 
pear to have been the custom of ancien 
men to pay great attention to religion ; 1 
vate, social, and public worship ; to I 
much thought on these subjects ; to strivi 
preparation for future happiness ? Is it r 
custom of pious people now ? Then, he 
you think, that you are pursuing a j 
course ? If religion is of any importance 
so are its institutions and ordinances, by 
it is maintained and cherished. But what 
become of it, if all were to treat it as yc 
If it is a good thing, you ought to encoui 
by your example and influence. If you : 
on your conduct, you will be convinced 
is inconsisient and unreasonable. . O ma 
do so, and reform ! 

Many spend the Sabbath, as though i 
not so much the Lord's day, as the rest • 
weiek is. They contrive to begin or end 8 
ney on that day. Th^y visit their friends 
ride out for their health. It is tfad day for 
to be sick in ; to see, or be deeii by the phy: 
if on any day m the vieek* ^vsciA^'] tqa 
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they rise much the latest ; and they retire to rest 
much the soonest. IVlany things are done by each 
member of the family on the Sabbath, which 
should have, been done in ihe past week. May 
you in future keep the day holy to the Lord, 
and then it will be profitable to you . I have nev- 
er seen the person yet, who grew rich faster by 
working on the Sabbath; or who lived a more 
honorable and happy life by devoting that holy 
day to recreation and sin. 

Remember that superstition does not always 
attach herself to religion; she oftener makes her 
abode with ignorance and vice. The testimony 
of Matthew Hale in favur of the Sabbath is wor- 
thy of being written in letters of gold. That ihe 
law of God may be engraven on your heart is 
the prayer of one, who feels interested in your 
eternal welfare. 



LETTEK XXXVII. 

To Mr . ^. 

Sir, 

We have had several conversations on reli- 
gion. I gave you my views of the doctrines and 
duties of the gospel very freely and plainly. As 
to doctrines, I know not where we differ. You 
gave me to understand that you rejected the trin- 
ity, and yet you continue to ^o Xo ^ \.\\\i\\.m^^ 
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church ; one that was professedly built to restore 
that decaying faith. You act very inconsistent- 
ly; and how you can satisfy your ccnaseieiice, I 
know not. But let this drop now. We spoke 
of the practical part of Religion. We spoke, not 
only of the nature and character of Christ, but 
of our relation and duties to him, and of the way 
by wliich we are to be saved. You seemed to 
be anxious about your condition and prospects. 
You wished to *get religion.' 

I told you, (and now repeat my instructions 
with more freedom and plainness,) what course 
you should pursue. You must search the Scrip- 
tures and your own heart, and try your ways. 
You must compare your life with the word of 
God; and wherein you have transgressed it, you 
must repent, and bring forth fruits meet for re- 

f)entance. What these fruits are, you may soon 
earn, if ignorant, from the Bible. Put away the 
evil of your doings. Cease to do evil; learn to 
do well. One of your besetting sins, you ac 
knowledge, is intemperance. You must set 
about reforming that. Accustom yourself to 

. reading the holy Scriptures, to reflection and 
prayer. Read frequently those passages, where 
drunkenness is condemned, and sobriety incul- 
cated. Do every thing as to (Jod. If you wait 
for a sudden change, I suspect you will wait long 
before you experience it; and then I shall very 
much doubt its efficacy. If you do not seek 

and obtain religion, as \ Viw^ ^^^ix^^^^wi-wJi 
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probably either die without it, or will think y<Hi 
have obtained it in some of those ways, in which 
you will be very liable to self-deception. MiB- 
fortunes, afflictions, sickness, and approaching 
death, may arouse you to a sense oiyour dan- 
ger and your duty ; and you may mistake the 
passions and sufferings of such a season for a re- 
newal by divine grace. Let me entreat you to 
act more wisely. You know, now, that it is 
your duty to live a pious life, if you would die 
the death of the righteous. Why wiU you con- 
tinue to act contrary to your knowledge? You 
now know that your past course has yielded you 
no comfort and happiness; why, then, will you 
continue to act contrary to all your past expe- 
rience? Pause, and reflect, I beseech you, and 
accept this as a token of my regard for your 
spiritual interests. 



LETTER XXXVIIl. 

To Mr . 

My dear sir. 

We have, in times past, had many pleasii^ 
conversations together on religious subjects. 
Our views of Calvinism, and some other sec|$ 
of the day, of their fanatical and intolerant spirij^ 
were similar. You spoke, with unqualified 
favor, of Unitarianism, and seemed to rejoice ia 
its prevalence, spread, and prospects* 

Bat I fewty after all, that yo\tt NSes?i^ «A 
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feelings on the subject are widely different from 
mine. You do not consider it in that solemn 
light I do. With you, 1 fear, it is only a world- 
ly contest, a rival system, or party which you 
have espoused, either because it has reason, 
or learning, or genius, or influence, on its side; 
or because it affords excitement by its novelty, 
and furnishes occasion for your display, or, in 
some way, promotes your temporal interest. 
Both your conduct and conversation are suffi- 
cient grounds of my fear. You do not seem to 
be interested in religion, as I am. You leave 
the impression on me, that you do not feel tlfe 
power nnd importance of Christianity; a person- 
al concern in it; an anxious desire of its spread 
will) a view to sanctify and save souls. You 
do not seem lo be pious yourself. You are 
nejrligeiil in religious duties. You pay not 
that ntlt'iition to the sabbath, you ought. There 
is little or no relis^ion visible in your family. 
You have never joined the church, though there 
is no creed to hinder you, where you are now. 
. You have never submitted to the positive in- 
stitutions of religion, few, simple, and attracting 
as they are! 

You are troubled about Calvinism; but not 
al out irreligion and vice. You are loud against 
bigQtty, prejudice and delusion; but you are 
not pquiilly eloquent in your disapprobation 
of sin. You have the spirit of a partizan, but 
Dot oi^ Christ. Out \Vvo\3i^\.^ o^ ^^ ^^xld., of 
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sin, of death, of eternity, of the blessed Saviour, 
and of God, of piety and virtue, are widely dif- 
ferent. Though there is so much harmony in 
your faith, yet its influence on us both is not 
alike. You show hostility to error, and in- 
difference to truth. You appear to have made 
no distinction between Calvinism, in its worst 
features, and piety ; and have rejected them both. 
Sir, lama Unitarian; but still I believe that 
God is to be reverenced, loved and obeyed. 
Though 1 reject the Trinitarian's peculiar opin* 
ions about Christ, not finding them in the only 
guide and measure of my faith; yet Christ him- 
self, as he is revealed in the scriptures, is pre- 
cious to my soul. I desire to embrace, believe, 
honor and follow him. Though my views of 
his sufferings and death differ some from many- 
other Christians ; yet I find abundant reasons 
for gratitude for what Christ has done for me. 
I have such views of salvation, and heaven, 
that they seem worthy of my labor, thonght 
and prayerful study. I have such views of 
the importance, of the joys, and consolations of 
religion, that I rejoice to find otliers walking in 
the truth; and am deeply concerned for the 
spiritual and eternal welfare of my fellow men. 
tet me recommend to. you a deTo«»t and holy, 
in order to a happy liffr, and a glorious death, 
lictme urge you to make reEgion a personal co»- 
cem; something that is to be felt and practised 
the one thing needful! Let your pious e*- 
6* 
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ample show that you are the friend of Christ ; 
that hie cause is dear to you ; that you feel a 
deep interest in the moral welfare of the souls of 
your fellow men ; that you are praying and la* 
boring to build up a kingdom, not of this world; 
and that you are seeking that heavenly rest, which 
remaineth for the people of God. We need 
such men ; men of prayer and faith, and pru- 
dence, and virtue, to assist in the glorious work 
of bringing the people out of error, bondage and 
sin, into the light and liberty of the children of 
God. May you be one of that number! 



LETTER XXXIX. 

To Mr . 

My friend, 

My acquauitance with you has been shorty 
and now it is to close. 1 feel constrained to 
leave a few lines in testimony of my love for 
you and for the gospel. 

I have met you but seldom, and, I regret to 
say it, never in the house of God. Sunday 
after Sunday passed, and your seat was empty. 
You were at length cast upon a bed of pain and 
•sicktiess, and I was invited to your dwelling to 
pray for you. 1 need not remind you of my 
■frequent visits, end my earnest endeavors to im- 
jpart to you the insXtucUoi^ «sid cousolatioiis of 
the gospel. 

i . 
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You recovered. But with sorrow I find that 
you have not sensibly been profited by these af- 
flictions and mercies, as I prayed that you might. 
I hoped to have seen you consecrating and de- 
voting yourself to Grod ; and, that as an evidence 
and earnest of it, you would immediately attend 
to the outward means of grace. 

I beseech you, before the impressions of your 
aickness are wholly effaced, beiore those scenes 
are wholly blotted from your memory, to make 
a solenm pause, and reflect on your obligations 
and duty! How unreasonable, unwise, ungrate<r 
ful, is the course you are pursuing! Does not 
your conduct say, that nothing but trouble will 
Dring you to God; and that nothing short of a 
eontinuance of it will keep you near him ? Let 
this short letter revive in your mind my prayers 
and counsels. O may you so lay these things 
to heart, that, should I see you again, 1 may 9ee 

Jou walking in truth; and, if I hear firom you, 
ear that you are rejoicing in the Lord, and 
serving him with gladness! Your body is rer 
storedj and that your soul may be renewed, be 
in health and prosper, is the fervent prayer of , 
your friend. 
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LETTER XL. 

To Mr 



Dear sir, 

I find that you have, for sometime, been bait- 
ing between Unitarianism and Trinitarianism. 
When I conversed with you, you seemed to 
have many fears, doubts and scruples. You 
knew not what was right, and what you should 
believe. 

Now let me tell you, you have not taken a 
right course to remove your doubts and anxie- 
ties. You have not repaired to the proper 
source. You have been svTayed too much by 
earthly motives. You have consulted your own 
fee]lnt>;s, ease and v/orldly interest. You have 
regarded llie opinions and assertions of frail, ar- 
rogant and bigoted men, rather than the word 
of God. If you really love God, you will love 
the Bible better tlian any otluM' book. If you 
desiie the truth, as it is in Jcsns, von will learn 
of Jesus himself. If vou would lojlow the leach- 
Inrs of l!ie Scripliires, vou would feel no hes- 
. itation about giving up the doctrine of the trin- 
ity. Ncirhcr the word, hortbc doctrine is found 
cxprO£.<]v arid pi iidy in the BiMc, which ou^ht 
to contain the reliirion of proicsLiints. The 
Scriptures learn us to aj^k the Father for the 
hoiy spirit; not to S'dv , O Go^., ^vvi WO^^ <aVss«»\.l 
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They teach us to ask the Father in the na 
of Christ — to do all things in the name of 1 
Lord Jesus; giving thanks to God, even the I 
ther by him; not to say, O God, the Son. Tl: 
teach us to do every thing to the glory of G 
the Father; not to talk of paying equal and i 
divided honors to tlie triune God. 

You spoke of the beginning of the first cht 
ter of John's gospel. But did not your convi 
sation seem to cast a dishonorable rellcction 
die evangelist? You would insinuate that he cc 
tradicted himself. He tells you near the end 
his gospel, which doctrine be professed to ten 
concerning Christ. He tells you plainly, tl 
these things are written, that you may belie 
that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God; not t 
opposite doctrine. 

And admitting that you cannot understa 
other passages, this declaration ought to silen 
and satisfy you. Ifyou p'lt nny confidence 
the apostle, you must believe that even could y 
understand tbcse dark places ])erfectly, th 
would not contradict this positive a.^sertic 
* these thins;s are written that ye might belie 
&:c. and that believing, ye n)i2;ht have W 
tliroMgh his name.' Yes, bespeaks of tbis vie 
of tiic ciiaracter of Christ, as a life-irivln<2; fait 
th'-^e considerations oudit to yet your- dout 
at refit. The iipostle Paul seems to s.iy tb 
Cliris; is equal to God; but still lie speaks 
evLTv tlj'wg^s being done to l\ie ^\ot^ Qix^-^"^ 
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tber; and Christ Umself, when charge 
making himself equal with (rod, refu 
charge, and disclaims any such pretc 
The word * equal' in Philip. 6, does not 
t perfect equality in every respect; it w< 
better rendered likeness, or resemblance 
I will quote only three passages, which i 
to me, are of themselves enough to silei 
fears and doubts of any rational and piov 
The apostle says — 'It is manifest that he 
is excepted, which did put all things und 
1 Cor. XV. ^Chiist says, * 1 can do no 
myself. My father is greater than I: i 
ther is greater tiian all.' The Fath 
*This is my beloved son.' It seems to i 
you would show both your wisdom and p 
receiving these and similar instructions 
rejection of strange and opposing do 
taught by fallible men. I would recc 
books, which treat on these subjects; I 
observed, you had little time to read. 
however* that vou are not so immerse< 
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nature, of nations, and of God, should be tbe 
head, is, in fact, the most abject thing belong- 
ing to the faraiiy? 

1 think I discover where your difficulty lies. 
You are slavishly afraid of your wife, who 
shows her religion by assuming an authority, 
which both the Old Testamiint and the Now 
would tell her, would she have respect to all 
God's commandments, is improper and usurp- 
ed !' Slavishly afraid of your wife, whose ig- 
norance of the doctrines is as great as her pre- 
judice against them ! You are afraid for your 
money. It would cost you some time, trouble, 
and money, if you adopted the Unitarian faith. 
You are afraid of some officious friends and neigh- 
bors, whose favor depends upon your submis- 
sion to them in your religious sentiments. You 
may think me severe; but I suspect it is only 
the severity of truth, when l.say, you seem to 
love the praise, and dread the censure of men, 
more than you love the praise, and dread tlie 
displeasure of God. 

If you would be a Christian, go to Christ, in 
his gospel, for doctrines and precepts. Study 
the scriptures without fear of man. 

If you have had the folly or misfortune, to be 
disturbed or perplexed by Trinitarians; have 
the courage and honesty now to listen with 
equal candor to the arguments of Unitarians; 
end Oh! Consider, that it is gospel truth, that 
it is the truth as it is iti Jesu^, viVivcXv "^^m^ 
tvan^ to make you holy and ix^t\ ^sA "is^ 



136 

the fashions and opinions of this world ai 
ly passing away! 

Your wife may be offended at what 
said in regard to her. I am confident 
see the time, either in this world or t 
when she will acknowledge, that my 
though pointed, was just. In wha 
many wives can reconcile their con( 
wards their husbands, with their r 
vows, with their belief in revelation, a 
professions of godliness, 1 know not. 
would read their Bib'e, they would fir 
precepts especially addressed to them, t 
they have not paid that solemn attentic 
Sonably expected fi'om those, who trust 
bora of the spirit. I know this is a dellc 
ject; but I know, also, that there is ofter 
delicacy about it, ifreligion is true. Ho^ 
of this sin, I am alluding to, will be laid 
charge of those religious teachers, who h 
couraged it either through a gross ignora 
ambition, I am not to say. That you n 
long to the household of faidi, is the sine 
•ire of your friend. 



L«^TTER XLI. 

To Mrs . 

My dear lady, 
J ^uki say) I ^a^ ba^^^Y m becomi 
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tially acquainted with you, were it not, that the 
occasion of tliis acquaintance was so sad and 
mournful to you. But, since Providence hath 
sopermitted, that where you sought refuge from 
disease, for those who were well, and returning 
health for those who were not, even there the 
messengf^r of death came; since it fell to my 
loi'to meet you in the house of mourning; I take 
the liberty to write" you a few lines, hoping, by 
them, not only to express my regard and sim- 
pathy, but to speak a word of consolation to 
your wounded heart* 1 am more inclined to 
this now, as you are soon to leave the city till 
springjwhen my term here will have expired, and 
I may never have another interview with you. 
When I found you, making so early a retreat to 
the country, 1 could not but tl)ink, how chang- 
ed is your ''situation and prospects, now, from 
what they were less than two month ago. I need 
not tell you, you have sust-ained a heavy loss. 
You feel it. You will cherish a lively remem- 
brance of your departed friend, that you may 
imitate all his virtues, and bless God for giving 
you such a companion so long. All your sighs 
and tears are evidences of God's past goodness 
to you. Your present sorrows declare your for- 
mer joys ; and that your heart aches shows that 
it has been filled with delight. All those things, 
which are occasions of grief, are also occasions 
for gratitude to God, who has bestowed on you 
such favors, and continued iViem \o ^cmi W 
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months and years. He was a wise an 
cious Father, when he gave ; he is noi^ 
he takes away. And how many reasc 
now have for drawing nigh to God in j 
faith, and trust, since he has come so 
you in affliction ! I hope and trust, that y 
do so ; and that he will give you that peac< 
the world cannot give, and grant you tt 
dance and comfort, which you need, 
domestic and parental duties will make 
demands on your time ; but there \rill be i 
for reflection and thought. There will 
sons, when you will bitterly remember tl 
and painfully look forward to the future, 
former joys and union ; your present red 
care and lonqjiness ; and the days of sol 
and anxiety, which are before you, wi 
sorrow to your heart, and heaviness t 
spirit. But in all such seasons, seek t 
and influence of religion. Be frequent i 
ing the Scriptures, and clothe all your th< 

J - ? -_ J A _l? '.I- .1-1- *- r 
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thee;' and also of him who hath said, ^ I will 
not leave you comfortless.' When you think 
of your disappointed hopes, think of that celes- 
tial hope, which may be as an anchor to your 
soul, and full of a glorious immortality. When 
your sorrows come upon you, let them draw 
you near to him, who has power to soothe them. 
When you think of the husband you have lost, 
think also, that you have an unfailing friend 
still, ready to grant you every needed favor. 
When you think of the greatness of your afflic- 
tion, think also of him, who would call it 'light,' 
and of him, who can make it work out for you 
an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. When 
you think ol the greatness of your trials and 
burdens, think also of him, who has appointed 
them, and whose grace can enable you to bear 
them patiently. 

Our sorrows weigh us down, because we en- 
deavor to bear them alone. Our way seems 
dark and gloomy, because our eyes are turned 
from the true and heavenly light. When you 
call to mind your condition, remember also 
what helps are within your reach. Put your 
trust in the living God; tell him of all your 
fears, anxieties and cares, and implore his gui- 
dance, support and comfort. Jer. xlix, 11. 
*Leave thy fatherless children, and I will pre- 
serve them alive; and let thy widows trust in 
me.' Never meditate on your afflictions withr 
QutalsomeditaxiDgon that giracious ^^Mi*^^ ^\^ 
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has never forgotten you; who is able and willing 
to hold you up; and, if you love him, to make 
all things work together lor your good. 

Let the truths of the gospel enter and impress 
your heart; and if you have \)t.ver made a pro- 
fession of religion, let me advise you to join 

Mr 's church. I mention his, because 

you will not meet with those obstriicnons there, 
which you would in churches of other denomi- 
nations; and when you have done it, nourish re- 
ligion in your own soul by a holy communion 
and walk v. ith God. 

If yon h:ivc ucwv nzd.dc n pn iessinn of religion ; 
I can anii(:i:);;u* v. hat you niiiilrt rc|>ly :o my j.d- 
\i(i'. 'You ani not fit.' — ' Yon do not foe! 
y(>;n'sclfworlliv.' l^ntstill, I in^ieat you tn no 
forward with a hunjblo coiiljt'cnce in the en-ce 
aTv: merry of God, who will, hy a rig! t u<t.- of 
ih' ^e 11 leans, give you the feelings end fiiricss 
you need. 

I rejoice that yon have many friends, not on- 
ly I) sympathise with yon, but to coi.nsel 
and assist you in your maternal duties of train- 
ing up your children. That their lives and 
health may be continued, and thoy may grow 
in favor hoth with God and man, is my hearty 
prayer. J shall dierish a kind remembrance of 
you; and should Providence so order it, I shall 
be glad to see yon again and often. But 
whether that favor is granted me, or not, I 
would now comiuGiA'^'ow ^w^ -^wst^xa \.\3>a care 



141 



of oil* heavenly Father.. You will excuse the 
Uberlv 1 take in writin;^;. I could not \hink 
of your going away, without carrying with \ou 
some little memorial of one, who feels ini crest- 
ed in yoiir temporal and spiritual welfare. I 
thought also, thai .in } our hours of retiremeni, it 
might be gratifying to \ou to know, that \ou 
were not lorgotten by one, who would have 
been a stranger to you still, had it notheen for 
your grief. That God would keep, comfort 
and bless you, is the earnest pra) er of your 
friend. 

P. S. T send you a litde book, *A Friendly 
visit to the house of mourning.' I know not 
the author of it. I suspect he was of the church 
of England. There are a very few expressions 
in it objectionable in regard to doctrine, which 
I wish were altered. 1 like this little book. ' I 
have read it many times. I have never seen 
anything half equal to it. I have high thoughts 
of the genius and piety of the writer. He 
speaks like one, familiar with the scriptures, 
and also with scenes of sorrow, and who knew 
how to comfort the mourner. 

Still it is almost too learned, or written in too 
elevated a style, for general circulation. Ig- 
norant people are liable to be afflicted; but if 
they have the Bible, they need not be without 
consolation. There is light there for all their 
darkness, and a balm for every wound; tod \ 
Toice, which they can understand* 
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LETTER XLIU 



Sir, 

Itie manner in which you spoke oi 
forced upon me the conviction, that y< 
just views, nor any just sense of it 
power, and importance. You spoke 
one having a low, earthly and grovelli 
with no hopes, nor prospects, nor fear; 
this world. God and Christ, the soul 
virtue and piety, seem to be subjec 
which you are indifferent. 

But why should you think thus Jigh 
Egion ? Why should you neglect tl: 
No other book frowns so at vice and 
smiles so on virtue. No other book 
such hopes, joys, courage, and fortituc 
such prospects ; gives such expansic 
mind and elevation to the thoughts, 
you, how you may become wise, holy, 
nappy. U sets before you the greate: 
pies, and offers you the highest rev 
goodness. It inculcates humanity, m* 
rity, truth and justice; it soothes grief, 
sorrow, and gives one conquest over 
the world and death. It is worthy of 
tention, both for what it is, and for wh 
make you. What are you without vir 
what is your virtue, without religion for 
dition ? 
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You may now know that not only the weiak, the 
Ignorant, and credulous, have become Christians; 
but also men of genius, learning, and virtue. 

If you reject the gospel, behold what doubt- 
ful and dishonorable ground you stand on! See 
what a host of the wise and good are on the 
side opposite t© you. Need I name them? No! 
O give your time and thoughts now to the 
blessed gospel; and cease from the iilstructioa 
wliich causeth to err. Yours, &c. 



LETTER XLJII. 

Sir, 

When \ve were together last our conver- 
sation turned on books, authors, and literary- 
subject. I found you familiar with the learning 
of Greece and Rome; and widi the classics of a 
more modern date. You recurred to facts and 
events in history — to the opinions of civilians 
and philosophers; you alluded to scenes in ro- 
mance ; you quoted poems, plays and novels; 
you related anecdotes of distinguished men, 
with a facility and eloquence, which bespoke ^ 
the accomplished scholar. But with sorrow I 
observed that you left out persons of the greatest ^ 
moral dignit^s and the most sublime, important, 
and interesting works. Religion seemed to be 
a strange subject to you. 
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Sir, I have met you in company^ where many 
admired, and perhaps, some envied you. But, 
sir, learned and polished as you are, 1 have seen 
a poor widow taking care of an unfortunate 
and only daughter, who displayed more wisdom, 
and who exhibited greater virtues. On my 
way from your study, I called in^to' see her, as I 
often do. A great Bible, covered with green 
baize, and two or three old books, compose 
her library. I have sometimes compared you 
with her ; and you always lose by the com- 
parison. In every thing important she has the 
advnntage. She acts like one, conversant with 
heroics and philosophers of the noblest char- 
acter; she speaks and seems to feel, just as 
though she had had your advantages and had 
improved them aright. She talks like a moral 
and intelligent being. She has more self 
knowledge, jitster and more enlarged views of 
the world, of God and of eternity, than you 
have. You may like her be cast into adverse 
circumstances; but whether you are, ornot, you 
must die. Let me advise you now to seek that 
wisdom,which cometh from above. Yours, &«. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

To Mrs C. 

You take a wrong view of your child's deaths 
and it overwhelms you with sorrow. Let the 
light of the gospel shine upon this mournful 
scene, and it will not be so dark and gl6omy. Con- 
template it with the eye of faith5and your tears and 
sighs will cease. Your little daughter is dead 
— cold — laid in the grave! Stop, my afflicted 
friend. You may make different and more 
comforting reflections. Her toilsome race is 
run; the warfare ended; the victory is gained. 
She has gone from bondage to freedom; from ex- 
ile, home; from prison to a palace; from dafiger 
to safety; from want, pain and suffering, to cease- 
less enjoyment; from a tabernacle of clay to an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens ; from a wilderness to the* paradise of God; 
from a valley of tears, to durable mansions of 
glory and felicity. She is out of the reach of 
temptation, trial, sin, and death. She is with 
her Father and your Fatlier; and with that 
Saviour, who blessed children, when on earth. 
Sh6 is with the spiritsof the just, and with holy 
Bngels. O my friend, can you not comfort your-* 
self, in her absence, With the thought that she is 
present with the Lord, and inconceivably hai^Qy ? 
I^e is dea^ to earth| and dead Xo ^^^XsvsX*^^ 

7 
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to God. Think of her as a friend in he 
and by a holy life prepare to meet her 
If that little child could now address you, 
she not entreat you to believe and obey 
Christ, and to make it the language of yoi 
and of your conduct in all circumstances,F 
not my will, but thine be done! That you 
inherit the christian mourner's blessing, 
prayer of your friend. 



LETTER XLV. 

To Mr 



Sir, 

I seQd3rou this in such a way that 1 1 
cannot ofiend, and it may by the bless 
God, which I ask, profit you. 

Are you a professed Christian? If so, 1 
you in tlie Lord. If you are walking 
truth, I rejoice. But, allow me to i 
about the peace and prosperity of you 
Christian' is a high title. Have you cons 
the impOTt of that word.^ Do you know 
and how much it means? You are a 
pie of Jesus Christ, tlie Sou of God, who 
sin; who spake, as none other did, and w 
the words of eternal life. You are, thei 
fessedly in the school of Christ, and bon 
of&atbu Now, do yovu: Xj^ta^t^ Kx»iduLG 
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character, prove or indicate such things con 
earning you? Is there discoverable in you a grow 
ing moral resemblance to your master ? I ask no 
what sect, party or denomination you belong to ? \ 
Would only know if you belong to the church o 
Christ; and possess his spirit? You are bomo 
water; but are you bom ol God and of the spirit 
according to the gospel sense of such exprcs 
sions? Are you renewed in the temper of you: 
mind ? Are you created anew in Christ Jesui 
unto good works? In what sense m«iy it be sai< 
of you, that you are a new creature ? In wha 
way, and to what degree have you put off \h\ 
old man, and put on Christ ? How may I tak< 
knowledge of you that you have been with Je- 
5US? These expressions are figurative ; but the] 
have a meaning; and do you know what the] 
mean? Too many show great ignorance or grea 
sinfulness. Do you keep your heart and con 
science? Do you control your ai>pelites and pas 
sions? Are you alive to God? How do you em 
ploy your time, talents, and substance ? How di 
you treat your neighbors, relatives and friends. 
How do you bring up your cliildren ? What a« 
your feelings and conduct towards those in erroi 
tod sin; in poverty and affliction ? In a word 
is k your meat to do the will of (rod ? 

Many sadly deceive tliemselves. They hav 
much to say about a change of heart, and reJ 
sious experience; but they make a poor exhil 
•tioD of the christian graces. M^w^ ^^tv^nii-v^^ 
show that they are Chrisliaxvs^ dtti^ft.'jXs^ ^ 
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lation of the distinguishing precepts of the g09« 
pel. Morality is nothing — good works are no- 
thing — humility, meekness, mercy and charity 
are nothing. If you only have a flaming party 
xeal — and adopt the prescribed Orthodox faith 
of the day, you may have a good hope, and a 
good character and many friends. May yoa 
learn and follow Christ better ! 



LETTER XLVI. 

To S. T. 
Sir, 

1 used to teach you Latin', when a little child. 
I tried to instil into you some good maxims, and 
to improve your heart as well as your head. 
My efforts have been crowned with success, 
and I feel a sweet satisfaction in knowing it. 
You are out of my sight now; but not out of my 
mind. I was anxious then for your progress 
in learning, but I am relieved of that anxiety 
now; and I am chiefly concerned* for your 
growth in grace and your knowledge of religion. 
Some think learning of but little consequence 
to the poor and the laboring class. You will 
not be ashamed nor grieved to be told that you 
belong to that class; and the knowledge land "vir- 
tue you have gained, will, I trust, support you 
«n your situation, or lift you out of it. 

Some imadne that common people seed 
imow but liufe a\)Ou(l tfda^n^ ^^g^ssn&m it 
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the mother of devotion,' is their proverb. It ts 
the mother of a slavish fear and superstition. 
Too many of the rich, the learned, and the pow- 
erful like to enforce obedience and secure respect 
through awe and terror. They are too worldly 
to mind much about religion themselves, and too 
jealous and proud to encourage their servants to 
become spiritually wiser than they are ! 

1 am glad that you have a cultivated taste and 
an enlightened and inquiring mind. Not that 
such an education is essential to one's virtue and 
happiness; but it may greatly promote both, and 
your usefulness in the world. You will adorn 
whatever station you fill; and secure respect anif 
con6dence,though your calling be humble. Your 
father was a good man; but he is dead. In the 
language of the world, he has left you nothings 
he has left you what should excite your grati- 
tude to him and to God. You are rich in many 
things, in which not a few are wretchedly poor. 

I shall write to you plainly, and give you 
my thoughts on various subjects, just as thej 
occur to me. 

You have a sweet voice — so soft, clear, and 
melodious, the organ, with all its pipes and stops, 
is dull music, compared with it. When you were 
a child every word you uttered, every sentence- 
you read, every expression which dropt from 
your lips, acquired new life and force. And how 
often have I been charmed by hearing you sing 
your eveniog hymn ! It gave w\w^?> Vi \cci ^w^- 
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tions. There were voices then accompanying 
yours, that are silent now on earth; we hope 
they are still heard in heaven. 

But how sorry 1 was to find that your pastor 
had introduced 's hymns into your so- 
ciety; and that you were singing them at youf 
evening lectures. I expressed my disapproba- 
tion of it at sight, for I could easily guess what 

a selection of sacred poetry Mr would 

make. I opened the volume at random, and 
read many very objectionable passages. Yon 
confessed that you had not discovered nor 
thought of them before; though you now saw 
them in the same light, I did. This is exactly 
the case widi a great many. Tliey worship, 
they know not what. They sing with the spirit, 
or with enthusiasm; but not with the understand- 
ing. A hymn is read, a tune is named, the 
pitch is given, and the choir rise and sing. The 
singers are anxious to perform well; the rest of 
the audience are anxious about the same thing. 
If tlic tune is good and fashionable, and sung 
well, they listen with pleasure, and speak of it 
as they go home from meeting. But is this 
worship.^ Is tliis devotion? Worship of what? 
Devotion to what? The hymn book lies in the 
pew from Christmas to Easter. But if it takes 
such an important place in the services of the 
sanctuary; if it contains our sighs and sorrows, 
our gratitude and joy; if it is .to assist the soul 
in her breathings mei \\o\vnfc^v, vi\\^ ^dk^S.^^^ 
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not study it, and know whether we are about to 
sing the Lord's song, or something totally op* 
posed to the doctrines of the holy cross? 

I Heartily dislike, and verily disbelieve, many 
of the doctrines, and much of the spirit, and 
much of the poetry of that hymn book. It 
teaches the trinity and Calvinism. It breathes 
much of a warlike spirit. Much of the poetry 
is low. It teaches dogmatism sometimes in- 
stead of devotion. It feeds bad passions, which 
should fast. The soul is carried about by the 
winds of diverse and strange doctrines, and led 
mto the regions qf fancy, frenzy, and gloom; 
not borne on the wings of faith, hope and char- 
ity up to the throne of God. 

I might make similar observations on many 
of the hymns and sacred songs in other col- 
lections of the day. 

Many of them use the holy and reverend name, 
of God, with a shocking familiarity; and also the 
glorious name of Christ. Many of the expres- 
sions breadie a carnal, not a pious spirit; and in- 
dicate a sensual, not a sancti6ed heart. 

Truth lies in tha bottom of the well. The 
poets are not always deep thinkers, and fly 
above it. They must have rhyme, and figures 
and metaphors, and as much religion as these 
will bear, if themselves possess it. Pious poets 
are not always sound tlieologi^ns; and when they 
sing their errors, multitudes are ready to join 
in the chorus. Study sacred ^o^\rj\ ^isAl^V^^ 



ly Clergyman, wtio in me language oi ae 

fays no proper regard to truth and senti 
know. mis is harsh; but! know also, 1 
znoumild: need of the harshness. Yo 
heard of the minister, who had Watts's 
and Hymns sung through in course. Su 
pie must say nothing about popery. Th; 
few hints may lye a lasting benefit 4o you 
hearty prayer. 



LETTER XLVII. 



To Mr 



My dear sir, 

Many opposed to us in doctrine, arc 



!__-.. ^"L_ 
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those who are our friends, are still grieved and 
scrupulous about the name. They are sort): 
that it i§ adopted ; and also, that we have ap- 
propriated any distinctive appellatiQn. There 
are those who show no uneasinesis, when tliey 
bear the words, Hopkinsian, Arminian, Cal- 
vinisi ; but their ears are pained, when ' Unitari- 
an ' is pronounced ! 

I regret that anything should have justi- 
fied adding tliis name; .but as I would not glory 
m it, so neither would 1 be ashamed or afraid to 
bear it. 

To me there seems to be a necessity, a sad 
necessity of adopting some name to designate 
us; and I know of none, better on the whole, 
than the one now in common use. Why does 
it not sound as well as Trinitarian, or Methodist? 
Is it less scriptural ? Were a man to announce 
himself to a stranger to these different religions, 
by either of these titles, he would tell him but 
little about his faith. 

Under existing circumstances, I like the name 
Unitarian. There is something in the sound of 
it more In accordance with the spirit of the gos* 
pel, than its opposite. It breathes harmony, 
good will, peace and amity. There is some* 
thing more pacific in it than Trinitarian. It is as 
neediul to say, a triqitarian Christian, as a uili-> 
tarian Christian. 

Had We assumed the title Christian solely, it 

would baye savored of onosAiiC^ ^sx^^mx^ V^ 

7* • 
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would have insinuated, that none were Christians 
but oui'selves; — or of hypocrisy ; for there is a 
large and growing sect by the name ' Christ- 
ians ' already; and though I rejoice to know 
there is so much connexion and sympathy be- 
tween them and us, and desire tliat our ties 
may be multiplied and strengthened, yet there 
are now differences in opinion and practice, 
which distinguish and separate them from our- ' 
selves. I wish them success in the search and 
defence of truth ; and 1 wish that we might gain 
a little more of their confidence and charity. . 

I call myself a Unitarian to distinguish myself 
from Trinitarians; and I am pleased to sympa- 
thise and cooperate, in many things, with the 
large body, called Christians, not because I 
agree witli them in every article of faith; but 
because my disagreement, I trust, will not 
draw down upon me their .wrath and abuse, 
nor brand me with the name of heretic or 
infidel. 

It is often objected to Unitarians, that they 
* have no creed ;' and to refute it, many have 
been given to the public from time to time, in 
our books, periodicals, and papers.-. But I 
would not have even a Unitarian impoge a creed 
upon me. He may repeat his own, and I will 
listen to it with candor. But if be wUl not do 
the same, then, fie upon him! He has not tba 
true spirit of a Unitarian. For one, T am iiot 
anxious thatthero d^Q!ull^\>^^^t«^^>ad^ it 
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be so general, that it amounts to none. We as- 
sert, defend and encourage the right of free 
inquiry, of private judgment, and the sufficiency 
of the scriptures; and established formularies 
of faith are opposed to these. Let each one 
speak his mind, and what he conceives to be 
the truth, and in love. Let him urge it upon 
otbers in the gospel way; and instead of being 
angry or impatient, that he is not followed, let 
him find' contentment and satisfaction in another 
way; viz. in the reflection that he has endeavor- 
ed to enlighten and reform him; and has used 
all the weapons, which Christianity furnishes. 

The essence of llnitarianism, as 1 take it, is 
purity of heart, righteousness of life, and humble- 
ness of mind — a single eye to the truth as it is 
in Jesus — a spirit of liberty, peace and charity. 
It sends us to the Bible for our religion. Think- 
ing thus of Unitarianism, I rejoice in its success, 
and cast in my mite to promote its cause. 1 
would, in imitation of odiers, here set down 
my (5reed, not as challenging the subjection of 
my brethren, but as showing my liberty, and 
giving others opportunity to show their patience 
and candor. 

I believe in one Grod Trevealed to us in scrip* 
ture, as our Father) and m Jesus Christ his son, 
our Lord, and Saviour — ^the one Mediator be- 
tween God and man. 

I believe that the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament, are the onSi.^^ ^xa^ «sA ^xSsir 
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cient guide in faith and practice; and that every 
one has a right to search and interpret them i<^ 
himself, and that Christ is our only Master. 

I believe that a holy heart and a righteous 
life are required of us in scripture, and that sin 
IS a transgression of the laws of God. I believe 
that there is a gospel faith, hope, and charity; 
and that charity is the greatest of the three; and 
Aat, without it, other things profit us nothinj;. 

Indeed, not to weary you with many articles, 
and yet to embrace many, and all that are need- 
ed to our salvation, I believe that we ought to 
be learners and followers of Jesus Christ in tem- 
per and conduct. 

And if every one would keep his eye upon 
the Saviour, and feel the importance of possess- 
ing his spirit and copying his example, he would 
give himself but little trouble about names and 
creeds. That you may be truly a Christian, is 
the prayer of your friend. 



LETTER XLVIII. 

Sir, 

It seems to me, that you are not taking the 
right course to get to heaven. You study too 
much, "and pray and practise too little. You 
might obtain the prize you profess to be seek- 
ing, if you sincerely desire it, with less trouble 
and more honor to yourself. The scriptures 
tell you plaiidy , thai by ipexAXe«vc,%^ ^^vJci^ \s«i^ 
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and virtue, you may be happy. If you 
to be happy in this way plainly pointed 

the gospel, you need not indulge in these 
ies and speculations. You can entertain 
ubt as to the safety of a pious life. And 
lot your present search intimate that you 
For the faith, without the practice enjoined 
3 gospel? that you do not wish to feel its 
ints, nor observe its commands? that you 
take refijge in the goodness of God with- 
3ing good yourself? that you wish to be 
3d that Christ has died for you, and that 
leed not die even to sin ? that you would 
discipleship with Christ without repent- 
or obedience ? that you would lay hold on 
witliout purifying yourself? that you would 
nd secure the nrize without running the 

that you would wear the crown without 
ig the cress f Thijik of these things, and 
from the instruction, which causeth to err. 
jcriptures will show you a more excellent 
ban any other directory. If you really wish 
pious and virtuous, you have no need of 
3ok, which denies the doctrine of a future 
jtion ; and if you do not wish to be truly 
and virtuous, there is something mean, and 
and unreasonable, and extremely ungrate- 
well as dangerous, in. the search. Learn of 
t, and give your heart to him. Your con- 
ion, your reading and researches, and too 
of your conduct, since \ Vaew ^^M.i\a»^ 
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led me to suppose that you wanted a rell^on 
that would permit you to be a beast or a devil 
in this world, and make you still a saint and an 
angel in tlie world to come! 

What would you think of the man who was 
daily studying how he might break all the laws 
of the land, and still escape detection, and pun- 
ishment — still sustain a good character and 
be happy? 

I am the way, snd the truth, and the life, 
saitli the Saviour. Make it your study to know 
and follow him. The best way to get rid of 
your fears, is, by a course of virtue and piety 
to animate your hope. Only choose and pur- 
sue the patlyo heaven jsnd you may avoid much 
of present, and all future evil. O consider these 
things, and be wise both for time and eternity ! 
Yours, Sic. 



LETTEU XLIX. 

To Rev. Mr 



Dear sir. 

There are some besetting sins of our profes- 
sion, which I would place before you in that 
bold and striking light, which may do much to 
prevent your committing them, unless your 
temptatiofs are very strong and peculiar, or 
your stupidity, gross. 
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single sheep go astray, it is his duty, and for 

> interest, to bring it back. Like his Master, 
: is supposed to have a tender and feeling 
lart ; carefully and constantly watching his so* 
ety ; making himself acquainted with the tem- 
)ral and spiritual condition of every member^ 

that he may be a helper of their joy, a sooth- 
of their sorrow, and speak a word of comfort 
him that is weary. But in doing this, let 
m remember that he should be the common 
lend of all ; and while he seeks information re- 
lecting the religious or moral state of any of his 
3ople, he is to be cautious, of whom he re- 
3ives this information, and also, what use he 
lakes of it. He must give no encouragement 

> the tongue of prejudice, envy, slander and 
ilumny, to poison his ear witli their evil, unkind, 
id malicious reports. If he listen to tattlers, 
usybodies, whisperers,and gossips, (and such 
lere are in too many of our parishes) who love 
) talk, to expose others' weaknesses and infir- 
lities, and to blacken the fairer reputation of 
leir neighbor; if he listen to such persons ; if he 
ive them liberty to prate,his memory will soonbe 
18 store-house of scandal. He will be the slave 
f prejudice and suspicion. He will feel no 
onfidence in, nor respect for his people. He 
rill learn to think meanly of them, instead of 
haritably and affectionately, because he knows 
1^ faults,heighteDedand distorted by meddlers 
od tell-tales; and they mSk kiaxiiV^ 4«§s^^isii^\Bsofik 
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because he has known their faults from such 
sources. If he have occasion, let him obtain this 
kind of knowledge from the candid and charita- 
ble; from those who will heartily grieve along 
with him on account of the errors and sins of 
others, and will assist him in correcting them; 
who will not speak of them with lightness, 
triumph br malignity, but with benevolence 
and pity. 

Let me say to you, then, discourage all gos- 
sips. Show } our disapprobation of them. 
Lead them to confess, or at least to think of 
their own failings. Watch opportunities lo 
make such persons look into their own hearts. 
Do not affect an over curiosity and interest in 
the secular concerns of your people. You can 
let them know that you delight in their prosper- 
ity and happiness ; but above all, let them know 
by your precepts and example, that you have 
no greater joy than to see them walk in the 
truth — in all the commandments and ordinan- 
ces of the Lord blameless. Let them know 
that you are a religious man ; and feel that you 
are watching for their souls, as one that must> 
and expects to give account. Avoid telling an* 
ecdotes and stories merely to excite admiration 
or laughter. Some acquire the fame, and are 
pleased with it, of telling witty and curious sto» 
ries* The story is listened to and repeated, 
because it came fix)m the clergyman ! Abhor 
aod sbuD such a piacdce) ^o \&&QTfiAsjt»iit with 
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the dignity of your office, and with the charac* 
ter ^f one, who is anxious to seek and save 
souls. Isp^ak now with reference to those 
stories and anecdotes, which waste time, raise 
mirth, contain no important information, and 
leave no good, serious impression. Keep your 
Master's example in view here. His parables 
are replete with instruction ; but he does not 
create boisterous mirtli, and provoke laughter. 
No ; he reads an interesting and solemn lesson 
to the heart. Your acquaintance with the 
world, and your knowledge of books will enable 
you to present your people with remarkable 
traits in the characters, and striking passages in 
the lives of other men ; with instances of rare 
virtues, and great sufferings — how the one was 
formed, and the other endured ; and with the 
wise maxims of the anci'ents. In such ways 
you can enliven your conversation, and malce it 
highly entertaining; and instrgctive. You will 
enrich their minds with the most important 
facts, precepts and sentiments. You will make 
them acquainted with those great and good men, 
whose example, labors, and wisdom, have en- 
lightened, guided, and blessed the world. 

In your intercourse with your society, be af- 
fable, cheerful, and communicative; but not 
light and trifling. Some ministers indulge in 
that idle and playful sociability, which defeats 
the very object, they should aim at. Some of 
your parishioners ar^ awxiowL^ ^sA ^Qwy«.^- 
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ed about their souk, and would gladly unbosom 
their feelings and thoughts to you. But when- 
ever you meet them, it is in that jovial way, that 
discourages and repels them. They take it for 
granted, that you are unconcerned for them; so 
Siey lull their fears to sleep, or reveal them to 
somebody else, who knows how and is willing to 
sympathize with them, and afford them some 
religious instruction and consolation. Many 
have with disgust, indignation, or grief, left their 
pastor, and place of worship, and joined other 
societies and denominations, because their own 
minister was wantins; in his duty. 

You give others high thoughts of the scrip- 
tures. They are the fountain, from which you 
draw the Hving water to quench the thirst of the 
anxious soul. You tell your people to read 
and reverence the Bible. But you are very 
apt, unconsciously perhaps often, to form the 
habit of trifling with serious things; making an 
unwarrantable and unholy use of die scriptures. 

The words of the sacred penmen should be 
ever dropping from your lips, and seasoning all 
your discourse both in public and in private, so 
that your profiting may appear to all 'men; that 
others may know, that you read and regard 
tlie Scriptures; and that your religious conver- 
sation may edify and comfort them. But not 
a few, even of our profession, turn this sacred 
book to most unholy purposes ; using it so as to 
show their advance m tii^ VyR^<9X>^s»SL ^C wit^ 
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not their growth in grace ; eking out with a 
scriptural allusion, or quotation, every sentence, 
with as much thoughtlessness and gaiety, as 
though it was Hudibras, or Don Quixotte, or 
Shakspeare. To prevent being misunderstood, 
I will give instances, though I do it with sorrow. 
You tell me of a person, who has deceived or 
defrauded you. I make the comment, * You 
were a stranger, and he took you in;' using 
those affecting words of the Saviour in a most 
irreverent manner. Again; a clergyman, in- 
stead of saying that his appetite for difiner was 
increased by the mental and bodily labors of 
preaching, says; ' I generally hunger and thirst 
after the word ;' playing upon the words, and 
turning to ridicule the beatitudes of the Saviour! 
Again; one says of hie wife, or domestic, if the 
lamp burns dim,or goes out, 'She is a foolish vir- 
gin.' Another joins with the vulgar and deistical, 
in calling every marvellous and strange report, a 
* fish story;' thus turning that merciful miracle, 
which has not yet been satisfactorily disproved, 
and stands in the Bible, and is mentioned by Je- 
sus Christ, when discoursing: on things the most 
sublime and interesting — into an occasion for 
sport and mirth! 

But I will not enlarge on this topic. You know 
my meaning, and you know the peculiar temp- 
tations of clergymen to commit this sin. They 
necessarily become familiar with the language 
of religion, and of the Scriptutes', ^^ftiXK^Ksa 
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tliey cherish a sacred veneration for the word 
of God, and for their profession too, and keep 
tlie fire of devotion constantly burning,(especiaBy 
if they have a natural turn for wit,) they willM 
into diese unbecoming and demoralizing prac- 
tices. You know, that the Bible has been call- 
ed a riddle, and a jest book, by infidels, and it 
is a grievous thing to see those, who are set for 
tlie defence of the gospel, and who preach the 
gospel, still apply it to such unholy uses them- 
selves ! 

To be earnest and faidiful in the discharge of 
all your duties, is the way to gain the respect 
and esteem of your society. Nothing will ex- 
alt you so much either with them, or in the sight 
of God, as deep and habitual piety, and con- 
stant devotedness to your profession. Read 
the lives of those clergymen, who were distin- 
giiished by their virtues, graces and labors. 
Think daily and seriously what important rela- 
tions you sustain to your fellow men, to your 
Saviour, and to your God. Think how much 
good it is in your power to do. 

In your preparations for the desk, and in all 
your public services, let it be your great care 
to preach Christ, to please God, to convert sin^ 
ners. If your heart is properly engaged, your 
mind will go along with it; and you will be elo- 
quent without thinking of it. He that wiDneth 
souls is wise; that you may be endued with 
this wisdom, is tbe pi^ijet oit^^crox lx\&YtfL 
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LETTER L. 

•l)ear sir, 

At our last interview you were forward in de- 
claring your sentiments in regard to the future 
ijondition of the impenitent. Indeed, I frequent- 
ly find UniversaHsts and Calvinists openly avow- 
ing th^ir peculiar opinions, as though on them 
hang all the law and the prophets. For myself, 
1 love to discover that a man is virtuous and 
pious before I know to what denomination he 
belongs. I stated my objecdons seriously and 
plainly; and I now send you some after thoughts 
on the same subject. 

You know I am not a Trinitarian nor a Calvin- 
ist. When I speak of sinners, I mean those, 
who have abused the light, the advantages, the 
time and talents, they had — who have trans- 
gressed the laws of God. It seems to me, that 
both your doctrine, and the manner in which 
you exhibit it5aro unfavorable to virtue and piety. 
By removing the restraints, wliich the fear of 
future misery, or punishment, imposes, you 
deaden the moral and religious sensibility of 
men. It encourages them in the neglect of de» 
yotion and piety. They satisfy themselves with 
8 reli^on, whicfl has but little good influenba 
on the heart and charact^. You speak cff the 
£oodness of God; but not like one who properlj; 
leels it. I can find no scriptural authotvt^ ism^ 
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weight. 1 have read one book, in 
doctriDe was supported in titis way- 
^B anrl callings of God are with 
aoce.' Therefore, you will be safe 
if you do die in a state of impeniter 
I tell you, this is not the meaning of 
Many passages of scripture are thui 
those who love to build up a favor 
In this way it would be an easy thi 
any doctrine from scripture. 

The Bible reveals a God, wlio 
good, gracious, and merciful, but 
and just. He is set forth as susta 
fectly moral character. By a rigl 
his, he has 5;iven us laws ; lie con 
presses bis displeasure at sin, and his 
of holiness. He rebukes the one. 
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or disposition, and copy his example. He ex- 
postulates with those, who call him Lord ; but 
do not obey him. He says, ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you. Now if 
you do not obey him, can you with any pro- 
priety, or truth call yourself his friend ? And 
while in heart and conduct you are an enemy 
to him, how can you lay any claim to his notice.^ 
If you do not take your cross against sin, and 
imitate your Saviour in piety and virtue, do you 
not deny him ? Are you not ashamed of him, 
and of his word? And has he not pronounced 
an awful sentence against those who do so ? 1 
would ask you a few plain questions. Do you 
love God ? Then you keep his conunandments. 
Do you love Christ? Then you honor and fol- 
low him. Have you any large and just notions 
of heaven ? Have you a strong hope of dwell- 
ing forever with Christ and good men ? Have 
you a just sense of the value and importance of 
religion? Then, why are you so cold and in- 
different, to all human appearance, about the 
prevalence and progress of Christianity ? Why 
do you uQt lament the ignorance and sinfulness 
of your fellow men? Why do not you rejoice in 
every uriumph of divine truth ; in every instance 
of moral and religious improvement ? Why do 
you neglect the plaiii and positive institutions of 
the gosjpel ? O pray to God ! Be baptised, 
and profess your faith in Christ openly ; and like 
jiim^ make it your work and pleaauce ^ dc^ the 
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will of your heacenly Father ! And 
shall be well with you, Tou reject die 
istic views of future punishment. I 
surprised at this ; but you seem lo makf 
ference between CalviDJstic and gospe 
of futurity. The work and the recom[ 
reward— the sin and the punishment, are 
ullaneous. The substance or spirit of th^ 
doctrine on this subject is this; we shall 
py or miserable according to our mora; 
or according to our characters. Many 
think too much of heaven as a place, 
litde as a state, What arts and metbo 
use to secure heaven ! See this man, 
money, his oil, and his wafer, just clc 
eyes in death! See this person convict* 
verted, and triumphing over the king of 
and exulting in liis strong and immorta 
And this person also, equally confident 
last, though not so moved and meltec 
have no good evidence that either of 
really changed as to his real character ; 
tie has formed any pious dispositions ai 
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luglit in the Bible ; and even admitting the 
fine to be true, (which I do not) we can dis- 
r a powerful reason, why it should not be 
aled, while we are probationers on eartli. 
3 only think of God,and Christ, and heaven 
our duties, as we ought, we need spend 
ittle of our time in disputing about the mode 
duration of future punisliment. God isiust 
merciful, and will do us no wrong;. For- 
my freedom and earnestness. The truth 
is in Jesus does not produce its proper ef- 
on us, if it do not make us lioly and free 
I sin. If you bear these things in due re- 
ibrance, 1 am persuaded they will have a 
ig tendency to change your meditations, 
faith, your conversation, your heart, and 
acter* My prayer is that you may hunger 
:hirst after righteousness, and that you may 
e it your meat to do the will of God. Let 
idvise you to read the preceptive and devo- 
il parts of scripture frequently, and accom- 
' the reading of them with devout prayer 
you may know yourself, your duty, your 
ions to your fellow men, and to your God, 
to your Saviour-— tliat you may five a right- 
life, and die a righteous deadi. That this 
be your life and death, is the prayer of one 
feels deeply interested in your temporal 
eternal wel&re! 
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LETTER LI. 

My fFiend, 

I write to you often, and I now do it with but 
Rltle use of my eyes, owing to their great weak- 
ness. I wish also to be learning to do as many 
things without them, as I can, so tliat should I 
ever be totally blind, I may not be wholly un- 

Erepared for such a condition. As soon as I 
now where tlie line is to begin, I shut my eyes 
and rest tliem till 1 have nearly written across 
the paper. I can favor them a great deal in this 
way. 

I shall write in haste; so you will have what 
comes uppermost; and you will not be surpris- 
ed to find that many of my thoughts are direct- 
ed to my profession, and pardcularly to the 
difficulties attending on it. 

What various hindrances we meet 
In coming to a mercy-seat ! 

And besides those, Cowper had in hi» mind, 
there aie many others, which he is often made 
lo feel, who leads in the devotions of a church, 
or a family. Want of time, ordar, attention^ 
The devotions are crowded into a irarrow and 
improper space. All is hurry, bustle, and dis^ 
order. Something is always the matter. In 
the morning, some are not up-— others are 
engaged— gone out to work-^-the children are 
noisy— somebody oomes in. They are in a 
gveskt ha9te« You rniosv. otok t^^dsaui^^ or twi 
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but few verses. You have reason to suspect, 
every moment, that one, or more, is indifferent; 
that one or more is grudging the time thus 
spent; waiting with impatience for you to say, 
amen; thinking of what he is going to do, not 
of what he should be doing at that time. When 
you say grace, all are not ready. The door 
is opened just as you begin, or before you close. 
When you return thanks, half have left the 
table. You must be short; for they are in 
haste, or very hungry. Their appetites, or 
passions, or avarice are against you. Rfay- 
ers at night are attended with greater diffi- 
culties. They are put off till late, for some of 
the principal members of the family to come in. 
Then the children and servants are gone to bed, 
and should be so. Those who remain up, go 
to sleep while you are reading, or keep gaping 
and nodding, so that the prayer has but little of 
its intended effect. 

Very often it happens, that they will not 
wish to have the Bible read; and that the ser- 
vants, children, and biffed help, are not called 
in. In many instanc^ the man of the 'house 
goes off to his work, leaving you and two or 
three females to pray by yourselves; so that, 
though it is a house of prayer, it is not a pray- 
ing family. Those very members of the fam- 
ily, who, it may be, most need the benefit of 
these instructions and devotions, are, in various 
ways,, excluded and denied th^m* \q\^ ^£^^ 
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continually made to know that the services are 
not interesting to all, if to any. 

And also on the sabbatl^ and in the church,- 
they are coming in till the first prayer is offered; 
and many things break the silence and interrupt 
the attention during the second. The sooner 
ended the better. , 

You cannot ImRgine what a chilling effect 
these things sometimes have on rae. How 
they disturb, confuse, and distract my mind. 
It is not a difficult thing to pray earnestly, when 
others are praying with me; but to perform the 
duty under these unfavorable circumstances is 
peculiarly ai'duous and trying. I cannot collect 
my thoughts nor ux my attention. Perhaps 
also one, or more, is of different sentiments. 
Such often attend as a mark of respect, or firom 
even a poorer motive ; considering it not a sea- 
son for their devotions, but a time to indulge 
their own curiosity or exercise their patience 
and submission, and to pay a compliment to roe. 

There is but litde attention paid to public 
and family worship, compared with what ought; 
Many families have so little order and regularity, 
that they are seldom together at the mope^ 
season, morning and evening, for Worship. They 
might soon and easily arrange their duties and 
business so as to find time for the duties of re*- 
ligion; but alas! they have no deep Bense ci the 
importance of reUgioQ. 

Mow many of those viVyd vt^Ntib^ qqoMbI 
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in their attendance on the services of the church," 
regard chiefly the sermon. If the preacher is 
learned, eloquent, and sound in the faith here — 
he naay read what hymns, and oflTer what pray- 
ers, he pleases. Worship and devotion are 
objects of small consequence with them. Much 
of the going to meeting of the present day 
seems to be to gratify a social feeling, a literary 
taste, a distempered mind, or an idle curiosity,, 
jrather than to grow more holy and devout, and 
to adore God. I will tell you some of ray 
reasons for thinking so. They seek the most 
gifted, and popular, not the most humble and 
pious. They go professedly to hear the ser- 
mon. Their conversation and conduct show 
more love of novelty and excitement, than either 
the possession or desire of sober evangelical 
piety. 

I need not caution you against running after 
every preacher, that comes within seven miles 
of you. Your minister is not accounted very 
learned, nor much of an orator; but he is 
Icnown as an exemplary Christian, and a faith- 
ful pastor. I have heard him myself occasion- 
ally, and liked him. I should prefer him to 
one of more popular talents, but deficient in 
those graces and adornings of the .soul, which 
give it its nearness to God, and renders it ac- 
ceptable in his sight. Yes, I would have a 
good, humble, pious, meek, devout man, to 
guide ray devotions; to ple^d v«\\.\v <i^<ife\ \s}ft.\ 
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to be the angel of the church where I wor- 
ship; to be a son of consolation to me in 
times of affliction. Yes, in a work of so much 
importance, I would seek a man of faith, pietj 
and virtue; one whom, I could hope, God 
would regard with approbation. Pray for me, 
that I may be wise to know the path of duty 
and faithful to pursue it. 

Yours, in cliristian and friendly bonds. 



LETTER LII. 



My dear friend, 

I shall fill up this short letter with brief and 
disconnected sentences and hints. 1 may have 
said the same things to you a hundred times ; 
but perhaps never exactly in this form. If I 
have, you will still find an apology for me. 
Where our Saviour says, ' I and my Father are 
one,' be does not say, one God ; nor is the word 
God or Father understood ; for, ' one' is in the 
neuter gender. It is union of will, purpose, 
and action — we are both engaged in the same 
cause of truth and mercy. In Rom. ix, 5, the 
passage, 'who is God over all blessed forever ; ' 
as it is taken by the trinitarians, proves too 
much ; for it makes Christ, not simply equal, 
but superior to the Father and the Holy Spirit; 
vrbicb is contrary to xTae ^ otxhoAox' docuine. If 
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Aejr say that, ^ God over all,' means ' over tjl 
things^ only, then their orthodoxy disappears. 
Unitarians admit, that Christ is superior to aH 
things and to all beings, except the Father, 

Many denominations have much to say 
about merits, as the Papists, Lutherans, 
Calvinists, Methodists. The word is not in 
the Bible.* Remember this, when you hear ig- 
norant or dogmatical people talking about mer* 
Its. The Bible says, we are saved by grac*. 
We are to ascribe our salvation always to the 
grace, the love and mercy of God. While we 
hold fast this truth, let us also embrace the 
faithful saying, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. He as our Mediator 
and Saviour suffered and died for us. If we 
are guided by Scripture on this point, we shall 
be filled witli gratitude both to God and to the 
Saviour. Other books when treating of our 
salvation, seem to rob God of all his grace, love, 
benevolence, mercy, and compassion. Their 
authors reason and write as though they cared 
more about a favorite system, than they did 
about the character of their heavenly Father. 

The word ' atonement' occurs only onee in 
the New Testament, and there it should be 
translated reconciliation, as it is in other places. 
Many use the expression, atoning blood, as 
though it was in the gospel. In Rev. i, 5, 
Christ is said to have washed men from their 
ainsin hi^own blood. Som©<3reekc«^\es^vBsiaML 
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of washed, have a word, which signifies to t 
lease, redeem, deliver. Again, Rev. vii, I 
there were those who had washed their rol 
and made ihem white in the blood of the Lan: 
But here a different word is used for was 
These are very figurative expressions ;buth( 
frequently are tliey used and alluded to in t 
sermons, prayers,and hymns of the ' ortliodo: 
* Christ's robe of righteousness, * and t 
irighteonsness of Christ, ' are often repeatc 
and doubtless convey wrong notions to the 
who hear them. Gumey's dictionary of tlie I 
ble defines, sober ^ to be oonsiderate, thought! 
bumble, grave and temperate: soberness^ to 
soundness of mind ; he says, sobriety incluc 
prudence, gravity, humility and temperanc 
Enthusiasts and bigots, those fond ot exci 
ment, noise, and strife, would do well to th' 
of this. Yours, fcc. 



LETTER LIII. 

Dear sir, 

I shall write you just such a letter, as 1 sho 
like to have occasion to write frequently. 

How much good one rich, pious, and i 
nevolent man can do in a country parish. 

I spent a few days with the Rev. Mr — 

in , not long ago. It is a neat farming toy 

Its inhabitants aie sobet, ^\o\^%^ \Tvd\aA\xvim t 



177 



thriving. One would be favorably impressed, 
go where he would, in the town. 

I had been acquainted with the minister, 
when at the University; and now, he told me 
of his happy situation, and the occasion of it. 

Said he, When I settled here, my prospects 
were not flattering; my salary was small; my 
hearers, inattentive to the duties and importance 
of religion, very ignorant, and divided. JVoxt 
year a wealthy gentleman from the metropolis, 
tired of a city and mercantile life, purchased 
yonder farm in my parish. It had been owned 
by a discontented and peevish man, who con- 
tributed nothing to my support, and did much 
to destroy my influehce and usefulness. 

Though J was glad to part with him, yet I 
trembled at the thought of what might be my 
expectations from his successor. The buildings 
were put in repair, and Mr A. took possession. 
He soon called upon me, and asked me to bis 
house. 1 went, and was respectfully and kindly 
received. He spoke to me of his love of the 
country, of retirement, and of agriculture ; aud 
showed me his library, to which he told me I 
should have free access at any time. This seemed 
a fair prospect to me. ' I knew your character,' 
said he, taking me by the hand, 'before I bought. 
That afid one other consideration, (shedding 
a tear and making a pause as he said it) deter- 
mined me on this spot. I anticipate your fears, 
and hope to dispel them. Txwe, \ ^KviNsJc^s 
8* 
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but I trust you will have room to bless God 
that I am so. I ask your society and desire 
your esteem. You will assist me in my reli- 
gious course, and 1 shall add my influence to 
yours in promoting virtue and piety in this 
place, where I have resolved to spend ray days. 
1 have lived in the hustle of a city, where re- 
flection and composure were dillicult; where 
seasons of retirement were few and interrupted; 
and where company and worldly cares often 
broke in upon my devotions. I shall converse 
now more with iiature, with myself, and wiih 
God.' Here his carriage drove to the door, 
bringing my wife, and as she entered, we were 
conducted into the parlor and introduced to 
Mrs A. and the children. Nothing has since 
occurred to embitter the remembrance of that 
pleasant interview. We returned from tliat visit, 
as we had never returned from one before. He 
has much more than answered tlie expectations, 
he then excited. He and his family have ever 
manifested the most cordial respect for me and 
for religion. 

Much has been done for the suppression of 
vice and intemperance among us,and for the en- 
couragement of virtue. Our tavern was once the 
abode and resort of idle, low and profane persons. 
1 told him of tlie evil, and suggested a rem- 
edy. My views were met and seconded. He 
soon found an opportunity, and bought the tav- 
ern, and placed in it a{auv% (^( %qW habits and 
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correct principles. It is now one of the best 
stands in the country. It is cheap, neat, and 
commodious. Nothing immoral and irreligious 
IS seea there, and it is resorted to by the best 
of company. "^ 

So, m a few years both of the stores came 
into his possession, and are still under his con- 
trol. We have no bowling green, no race 
grounds, no tavern hunters, nor grog drinkers. 

We were in want of several kinds of mechan- 
ics. He carefully supplied this deficiency, aqd 
patronized such mm, as enlarged and adorned 
our society. Our town had long been corrupt- 
ed by a skillful, but unprincipled physician. 
Many had been the difficult and obstinate cases, 
in the treatment of which he had been success- 
ful. But though his medical talents and attain- 
ments were worthy of a professor's chair, still 
he was a moral pestilence, polluting the heart, 
and contaminating the soul, wherever he came 
exercising his healing art on the body. He was 
cut off suddenly in the midst of his years, and in 
the midst of his sins. Mr A. consulted with a 
friend in town, and ere long, Dr R. came to 
occupy the vacant place. He was recommend- 
ed as being a scholar, and well-read in his pro- 
fession; and we have since found that these 
were not the only qualities, which rendered 
him valuable in our estimation. 

Mr A. has paid great attention to the children 
and youth. He distributes iu^lwj "XioO&Si '^oassw^ 
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them; is a generous patron of our schools; and 
has expended much on a library for the young. 
It is expected of all who enjoy these favors and 
privileges, tliat they will be found in no bad 
cpmpany ; that they will be constant and well 
behaved at church and school, and observe on 
all occasions, a modest and decent deportment. 

Some of the poorer and feebler part of the 
parish are expected to dine with him every Sun- 
day, where they not only get wholesome food, 
but religious instruction and consolation. 

Though he is thus promoting the happiness 
of all around him; yet he does it all silently, 
modestly, and indirectly, without apparently 
seeking anything but the satisfaction of doing 
good. He has been an invaluable blessing to 
me and to this society; and it has not a little in- 
creased my happiness to find him contented and 
satisfied — as though his efforts had been crown- 
ed ivith all the success he had expected, 
and as though he had met with all the 
returns for his generosity, which he was 
looking for. Indeed he has been, and will be 
rewarded. He is regarded by every member 
of the parish as an excellent man. They love 
him, and he knows it. 

That classical school was founded by him. 
It is his bell that calls us to church; his clock, 
that gives us the hour ; his Bible that lies in 
the desk; and his organ, that enlivens our de- 
votions. * His,' did \ sacj^. ^o^tk^Y *fe only 
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a few of the benefits he has conferred on us. 

He has improved our gardens, our orchards, 
our flocks and herds ; and in every respect, 
greatly advanced our social and religious inter- 
ests. Though In many things so rsused above 
us,' yet has he consented to walk in paths, 
where he could be seen and followed; and has 
been an example in virtue and piety for us to 
admire and imitate. 

His children have amiable dispositions, have 
caught his spirit, and are treading in his steps. 
They have mixed with those of their age and 
sex in the parish, and their influence has been 
a happy one. We have no profane and dissipa- 
ted persons among us; no religious excitements 
and contentions; and all, who are of a proper 
age are communicants. Heaven has wonder- 
fully blessed me in my prayers and exertions for 
the good of this flock. 

As I staid over the sabbath, I attended public 
worship with my friend, tlie minister. The 
impression made there will not soon be effaced. 
Every thing reminded me of the day and its 
duties; every object around tbld me that reli- 
gion was the most important, the most noble, and 
the most pleasing thing in the world. But 1 must 
leave this account unfinished ; and repeat my 
wishes for your temporal and eternal prosperity. 
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LETTER LIV. 

Dear sir, 

I gave you some encouragement, that I would 
make you out a catalogue of books for a reli- 
gious Library. 1 would do it in this letter, but 
1 suspect that you do not need such assistance 
so much now, as you did then. 

Still I will mention some books, not in the 
order of their merit, but as they come into my 
mind . 

The Christian Monitor, which contains a 
whole body of practical divinity .^ The Chris- 
tian Disciple, first and second series, and Chris- 
tian Examiner. You will find in these period- 
icals a great deal to interest and instruct. 

The Friend of Peace; a work which 
every Christian, and every humane and merci- 
ful man^ought to love; by Noah Worcester. 

Bible News; and Ther* Atonement, a display 
not of the divine wrath, but divine love; by the 
same author. 

Carpenter's History of Unitarianism. 
^ Dabney's Annotations on the New Testament. 
Here you will find many difficult passages 
explained. 
Locke's Paraphrase on several of Paul's Epis- 
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Sermons bv Dr Clark of Boston . ^ 

Buckminster's Sermons, 2 vols. 

A volume of Sermons, and a volume of Dis- 
sertations, by Dr Price. 

Freeman's and Thacher's Sermons. 

Sparks' Collection of theological tracts. 

The tracts published by the American Uni- 
tarian Association. 

Formation of the Christian Character. 
Character and Offices of Christ. Both of these 
are written by Henry Ware, Jr. Their titles 
will excite your curiosity;, a perusal of them 
will reward it. 

Paley's Evidences, and Natural Theology. 

Butler's Analogy. 

When you have read these, (which may be 
obtained in Boston) you will need no further 
assistance from, respectfully, your friend. 



LETTER LV» 



Dear sir, 

When I had stated my reasons, why you 
should not use Scott's family Bible in your 
family, you wished to have me recommend 
some other work of the kind, which you could 
use instead of Scott. 
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I think I should greatly prefer Orton^s Ex- 
position of the Old Testament. It is much 
shorter, and more free from error, though not 
entirely so. His reflections, at the end of each 
chapter, if I remember aright, would be gener- 
ally very profitable. See that you do not read 
too long at a time. Many weary out their fami- 
lies by the improper length of these exercises. 
A long chapter, with copious or numerous re- 
flections, and then a long prayer will do but 
little good. Be punctual, be earnest, be lively, 
be serious, be sufficiently loud and distinct; 
and be short. 
This Orton published a volume of sermons ad- 
dressed to the aged. How much erroneous 
doctrine there is in them, I have quite forgot- 
ten; my impression, however, is, that they con- 
tain very little that is objectionable. On the 
other hand, they contain much instruction, com- 
fort and consolation very suitable to those ad- 
vanced in years. 

You may find, perhaps, some benefit from 
almost any commentary or exposition. I know 
of none, wliich has not faults; and some, very 
great ones. 

I would advise you to omit purchasing any 
at present, and supply the place of them by dif- 
ferent translations of the scriptures, where you 
can obtain them; and books, which shall help 
you understand them. 

Head Josephus, andW^xoidD. KAs^sqa' HistoiY 
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of the Jews. Get all the knowledge you can of 
the manners, customs and opinions of ancient, 
and especially eastern nations. Much of this 
information you will find in the Bible itself, if 
you study it faithfully. Procure Percy's Key 
to the New Testament; it will give you much 
instruction in regard to each of the books of 
the New Testament. 

I will mention the titles of a number of books 
which you will buy, and read with your morning 
and evening devotions. Palfrey's 'N.Testament, 
in the common version, conformed to Gries- 
bach's standard Greek text.' Noyes' 'Amended 
version of the book of Job.' There are many 
valuable explanatory notes connected with this 
work. The3e,with the corrections in the trans- 
lation, render this ancient book much more in- 
telligible to the English reader than it ever was 
before. I believe that this version has met with a 
kind and honorable reception, both at home 
and abroad, from scholars of different creeds 
and churches; Jin evidence of the accuracy and 
candor of the work. 

Mr Noyes has published, also, a new 
version of the Psalms, with an Introduction 
which contains much important information. 
You will find the Psalms, in this new version, 
better fitted to enlighten your mind, and warm 
your heart. 

Newcome's ^ Observations on our Lord.' 
Also, a volume of Feuelon^ teXeV'j ^\Mi^^^^ 
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containing extracts from the writings of that 
eminent scholar and christian. 

Sturm's Reflections for every day in the year 
will be a very profitable work to read. It has 
learning, philosophy, and piety, to recommendit 

Always when you read, make it your endeav- 
our to command your attention and thoughts, 
so that these instructions raay cause you to grow 
in wisdom and goodness. I may add to this 
list, and to these observations, at some future 
time. Till then, Adieu. 



LETTER LVI. 

Dear sir, 

I pointed out to you many faults and errorr- in 
your hymn book. There is a very large pro- 
portion of the Psalms and Hymns, both in Wor- 
cester's and Winchell's Watts, which I should 
not read, were I to guide your devotions. They 
abound in statements of, or references to, doc- 
trines,^ which have no good authority in Scrip- 
ture. There is much poor poetry, bad taste, 
and unsound divinity in these collections. The 
same may be said of other selections by the oP' 
tliodox, baptists, and methodists. I wish that 
more could be done for detecting and exposing 
these gross faults ^xA evtors^ and for circulating 
among the people getiet^^^ ^«xrj \skts(^'Nn»r 
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thy of the title, 'sacred' — hymns, more worthy of 
the name devotional — and songs, thai could, with 
more propriety, be called divine and spiritual. 

I will here mention a number of hymn books, 
either of which would be preferable to the one 
you now use. Belknap's. Though this selec- 
tion has many pieces which are useless on ac- 
count of doctrine, yet there is a large number 
truly evangelical, and excellent. Dabney's, Sew- 
all's, Lowell's, Greenwood's, and Willard's 
selections of Hymns for' private and public wor- 
ship, you will probably find more free from doc- 
trinal objections, and much better suited, on the 
whole, to raise our thoughts and affections from 
earth to heaven. These, doubtless, have their 
defects, but they are small in my estimation, 
when compared with those I first spoke of, so 
full of hurtful errors. JMay God keep you in 
the way of truth! 



' LETTER LVII. 

Dear sir, 

The last time I saw you, I asked you if you 
bad made a professiqn of religion ? You an- 
swered, no; and when I asked the reason, you 
repUed, 'you were not fit.' But why are you 
not? Why do you delay a duty so important t 
If you are not settled in t\ie i^vYv, vi\vj ^^^vw. 
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not search the Scriptures, daily and praye 
and endeavor to understand what they 
and what you are required to believe? 
you are, now,a firm believer in the gospel, 
why do you not openly profess ii ? *My 
not what it ought to be : I feel myself a s 
Then, why do you not think of your sir 
feel sorrow? Why do you not repent of 
If you have not begun a christian life, 1 
now. Do you pray frequently and fer 
Do you meditate? I fear you are neg 
these things; that you are putting off ; 
till a more convenient season. Yott 
some trifling excuse for- your present 
and lull your fears to rest, by thinkii 
many are in your condition, ^ or a wor 
and that you shall attend to these duties 
you die. Have you ever considered, t] 
may die soon, or under circumstance 
unfavorable to the performance of ne 
duties? Perhaps very few have had tb< 
age or frankness to converse with you 
subject. Perhaps no one has urged ] 
strongly. But you have been intreate 
the desk, and taught also in the most 
and affectionate manner by your Saviour, 
you may think of and attend to these 
now, is the prayer of your friend. 
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LETTER LVIII. 

)ear sir, 

When I urged upon you tlie duty of family 
irayer, you staled objections and mentioned 
lifficulties. You might and ought to arrange 
nd manage your temporal afiairs differently. 
t is not your poverty, but your plenty and 
our eagerness for more, which occasion your 
urry and disorder. God has spared and 
irospered you for a long season. Now remove 
11 impediments, and piously and daily offer 
lim the morning and evening sacrifice of prayer, 
)raise and gratitude on the domestic altar. 

You have another excuse. Your education 
nd gifts are not such as to qualify you for the 
office of guiding the devotions of others. In- 
leed! You are ignorant then! You have not 
he learning and confidence to gatlier your wife 
md children and other members of your fam- 
ly around you, and read a chapter of the 
Jible, and then to offer a prayer to the God 
)f your life. Think" of such a confession, and 
dhat it implies! If you were as famihftr with 
he scriptures as you should be, as frequent ia 
Mrivate meditation on their truth, and communion 
vith God; as thoughtful of religion, and of the 
ipiritual welfare of yourself, and those under 
rour roof; you would be able to perform these 
services in an acceptable and ed^l^\sv*^'GQS^sssi^^ 
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If however, you are not satisfied with y( 
own qualifications, and doubt whether you si 
guide and comfort others, you can use th( 
prayers, which learned and devout men hi 
composed with a view to assist such as you 
family worship. And should you feel any 
luctance, any false shame, at the tliought 
being thus assisted ? Remember tliat John tau 
his disciples to pray, and the disciples of Je 
requested him to teach them the same di 
and Jesus granted their request. You n 
piously and profitably use forms oi praj 
Multitudes do so daily. 

Such persons as Fenelon, Massillon, J 
Pascal; Archbishop Leigh ton, Bishop V 
son, Bishop Buder, and Jeremy Taylor, n 
their prayers. I need not say, that these w 
gifted and gracious men. One of deep J 
steady piety does not necessarily grow cold i 
formal by using forms of devotions. I have 
doubt, that those who discourage the use 
liturgies, and prayer books, have done an 
mense injury to the cause of religion and pi( 
I would not recommend to you the Missal 
the Catholics, nor the Book of Common Pr 
er of the Episcopalians, nor many other pra 
books, which are in use. Many of them le 
you to address your prayer immediately 
Christ, or to the holy Spirit; wliQreas, CI 
telb us to Hsk the Father in his name; to pi 
"not to the Spmt, \>ux \o ^iftfc If^JiaRK:, >hat 
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Would give us the spirit. It is painful to no" 
tice how Httle attention even good and wise • 
men have often paid to the instructions of the 
Saviour! By many of the prayers in some 
manuals of devotion, we should think that Jesus 
had taught his disciples, to make but little or 
no mention of the Father, but to offer tlieir 
petitions immediately to him! Be wise and 
pious! 

There are several prayer books, generally 
free from these objections, and others also of a 
doctrinal nature, which you may procure in 
BostoQ, I believe. 

Brook's, Dabney's, and Sewall's prayers. 
You may be greatly benefited by either,' and 
by all these, if you daily, faithfully, and de- 
voutly use them, they will help to increase in 
you true religion and to nourish you with all 
goodness. That they may thus guide, assist 
and bless you is the fervent supplication of 
your friend. 



LETTER LIX. 



Dear sir, ' 

You have frequently heard 6udb charges as 
these brought against Unitarians* *They deny 
and reject the Bible.' * They have no Bible.' 
* The/ have another, of a n^vr B^\^? "^^ss^^ 
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no doubt, believe these reports. They are 
circulated by persons, accounted orthodox and 
pious ; and many have no good opportunity to 
know the -origin and truth of such reports. Be- 
fore I went to the University, a man of some 
reading, but of little friendship for religion, told 
me tliat a large portion of Ezekiel was inserted 
by the translators. He Lad probably caught 
the story from enemies to Christianity ; and as 
I was ignorant of the language in which this 
book was written, the subject was dropped soon 
after he had made that assertion. 1 now know, 
that what he said was untrue. The words, 
which die translators inserted, are printed in 
italics to let the reader know, that they are not 
in the original. Some of these words were not 
necessary to give the sense of the text ; and 
some of them have obscured the text. But to 
return to the charges brought against Unitarians* 
You know that these charges are false. There 
may be those, who do not know that there was 
ever any translation of the Bible, except the 
one we have in common use. To say nothing 
of those translations, which have been made 
into other lapguagcs, there have been many 
translations, or versions into English, of the 
whole, or of parts of the Bitle, besides tha 
translation we have in common use. And 
these various translations of the scriptures ba?e 
been made by men of various creeds and de- 
aomiDatioRs. Catho\icS)'Pto\.^\s^x&^ GVuufihr 
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men and Dissenters, Trinitarians and Unitarians, 
Calvinists, Arminians, Baptists, Quakers, Meth- 
odists, to name no more, have translated parts 
or the whole of the Bible. It has long been 
known th^t the translation we have in common 
use, was not the work of perfect, infallible, and 
inspired men. All our commentators and ex- 
positors, and most of our clergy, tell us that 
many things might be corrected. CoUoii 
Mather, the author of the ' Ma2!;nalia', prepared 
an amended version of tlie Bible for the press, 
in his day. And any one much acquainted 
with language, rany easily discover many pas- 
sages, .wiiich will bear, and which demand, a 
different translation. Unitarians, as well as 
Trinitarians, have known these things. Some 
of them^ have translated parts of the Bible; and 
others have used translations made by other ^ 
denominations, and their opposers have taken 
advantage of it and accused them of having a 
new, or no Bible. Yon may find it beneficial 
to Kead different translations of the scriptures. 
But though our common translation of the 
Bible was made by royalists, churchmen, trini- 
tarians, and Calvinists, still we need not a new 
translation in order to state and defend our own 
sentiments. Our views are plainly taught now. 
The Lord our God is one Lord. And this is 
life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christy wboca thavi ly&.Vw 

9 
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sent. My Father is greater than I. My Fa- 
ther is greater than all. All things are delivered 
unto me cf my Father. But of that day....know- 
ctb.... neither the Son, but the Father. To sit 
on my right hand and on my left is not mine to 
give. Bit why do 1 multiply quotations? I 
want not a new translation to encourage and 
support my views of religion. 1 want it be- 
cause the Bible claims it, and because the poor 
and the ignorant might derive more light and 
comfort from it. Yours, &c. 



LETTER XL. 

Sir, 

You told me of your troubles with a heavy 
heart. Your domestic peace is spoiled by 
your artful and obtrusive ^orthodox' neighbors. 
Your wife has left your place of worship and has 
gone to the Calvinists.. You wished to have me 
converse with her and endeavor to bring her 
back. lam persuaded it will do no good. One 
who had never seen a college, nor studied di- 
vinity would probably have more influence with 
her. Your wife is an ignorant woman, not a 
scholar nor a theologian . ' What is n o t reasoned 
in, cannot be reasoned out.' 1 could brine hex 
such arguments against the trinity and Calm- 
ism, and in favor of Unitarian 'sentiments, its 
have satisfied the Wge^l ^isvdi \>Qi^ tcLxsA^^ «id 
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the purest hearts. But they would have no 
effect on her. You remember the Roman 
Catholic servant girl. Let all;^the professors 
and doctors of Andover Institution go and con- 
verse with her on the absurdities, errors, super- 
stitions, and abominations of Popery; do you 
think they would easily make a proselyte and 
protestant of her? 

Your wife has given her faith and confidence 
to some religious ^guide. It is probably will, 
feeling, persuasion, enticement, that has drawn 
her away to another altar. You wish to have 
me resolve her cases of conscience; I suspect 
they might be resolved into something worse. 
You wisii to have me remove her doubts; to 
clear up difficult passages of scripture; to ex- 
plain doctrines. My dear sir, she has no 
doubts. Some partizan and zealot has told her 
that if she pursues such a course, she is safp, 
«nd will arrive in heaven; and she ha? deter- 
mined to believe and trust that person, and let 
consequences take care of themselvcjs. As to 
explaining scripture, I mii»ht as well explain to 
her Pindar or Horacfe. As to the doctrines of 
either one denomination, or another, she knows 
but little more about them than the child, that 
was baptised yesterday. She has got ail im- 
(>ression, or formed a resolution, that such are 
right and all the rest are wrong. She could not 
state the doctiines of the church where she has 
gone, nor of the church sVie \«Si i««RtV^^» \ 
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might remind her of her marriage vows; of those 
duiies of subordination and respect, which na- 
ture points 0!it. I might direct her to the Old 
and New Testament — tg the case of Vashti— 
to what was done to prevent the evil of her ex- 
ample. I might read to her the 30th chapter 
of Numbers — and many plain passa2;es else- 
where — the instmctions of Pau! and Peter, who 
both wrote concerning the duties of wives to 
their husbands; but all liiis would do no goo(i. 
I'he prophets and apostles may say what they 
will, she has chosen her guide, and will follow 
It. This is no flattering account of your wife. 
You will wish to know, what you shall do.. 
This is a difficult question. Be more at home, 
and endeavor by a mild, but serious deportment, 
10 sustain your dignity there. You may in a 
cautious and gentle manner make the visits of 
those who come to destroy your conjugal union 
and felicity, less frequent and mischievous. 
Be a more pious, prayerful Unitarian yourself. 
You have not i)een so earnest, and thought- 
ful as you should be. If you are more faitliful 
to your God, he may bring your wife to a sense 
of her duty. He will, at least, help you bear 
the evils pf your condition. Do not follow her 
in joining that party. Show a higher regard 
for religion and for your SavioiA*. But daily 
strive to speak to her heart by your tenderness, 
piety and virtue; and wait patiently j;^ and let it 
be your prayer lW\ \5DL\a \i*v8\ \^^\MeLt»actf:/(a£Ad 
to you; which \s a\ao iiie ^x^^«i A^wsx Ss^^isc^ 
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LETTER LXI. 

Dear sir, 

I have often spoken to you concerning our 
sacred poetry. Probably naany more would 
be induced to praise God in psalms, and hymns, 
and spiritual songs, if they were more abun- 
dantly supplied with pieces in which good taste, 
divine truth, pious affections, and charitable 
feelings, were oftener found to prevail. The 
devotions of many are interrupted by the hymn. 
It teaches doctrines, or breathes a spirit, from 
which both our understandings and our heartsv 
dissent. 

It needs a skillful and judicious hnnd to 
compile or compose hymns to aid us in our 
devotions. The hvnin book should furnish as 
few party and carnal weapons as possible, to 
those who might be disposed or tempted to 
a bad use of them. 

You know the story of the clergyman, who 
read at t'^e funeral of a person, 

*My thoughts on awiul subjects roll, 
Damnation and the dead/ 

It was probably to gratify some unkind feelings 
towards the one who was then laid in the grave, 
or towards some of those who had gathered 
around it. Hymn books have often been per- 
verted to such purposes. ^ 
But to drop this sloTy™ "^ tSoow^X.^ N^^i^^"^ 
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began this letter, I would give you a number of 
quotations from hymns of such a character, that 
th^y would make a deep impression, and ren- 
der further comments and reflections of mice 
unnecessary. 

Here follow a few passages from Worcester's 
Sfelection. 

• 

' Though now an infant bathed in tears, 
He calied to form the rolling spheres, 
And seraphs owned his nod.' 

* Well may the earth, astonished, shake; 

And nature sympathize; 

The sun as darkest night be black — 

Their Maker, Jesus, dies. 

Behold, fast streaming from the tree, 

Hii^ all atoning blood. 

Is this the Infinite? 'tis he — 

My Saviour and my God.' 

■the Lord of all, 



Thee, Saviour, by that name I call. 
The great supreme, the mighty God.' 

*As much, when in the manger laid, 
Almighty ruler of the s'«y, 
As when the six days work he made, 
Filled all the morning stars with joy.' 

I will now quote from other selectioiis of 
byams and songs. 
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*And can you see the mighty God 
-Cry out beneatli sin's heavy load ? * 

ft 

' They follow their great General, 
The great eternal Lamb; 
His garments stain'd in his own blood; • 
King Jesus is his name.' 

*A (jfbd for rebel mortals dies.' 

* 'Tis I, the bleeding God replied.' 
*A smiling God.' 

*And now his God forsakes him [Jesus] too.' 

* The almighty three, the eternal one.' 

^Justice was pleased to bruise the God/ 

*Come saints, and drop a tear or two 
On the dear bosom of your God.' 

*The rising God forsakes the tomb.' 

^Jesus the God with naked arms . 
Hangs on a cross.' 

* Did pity ever stoop so low, 
Drest in divinity and blood; < 
Was ever rebel courted so 
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In groans of an expiring God ?' 

* heaven itself came down and bled 

To win a mortal's love.' 

It would be easy to find materials for a vol- 
ume of quotations, which gospel truth, the chris- 
tian spirit, and good taste would discountenance 
and disown. May you sing with ihe spirit, 
and the understanding, and make melody in 
your heart unto God. So prays your friend. 



LETTER LXII. 

Sir, 

You may recollect the interview, we had sev- 
eral months ago, and the topics of conversa- 
tion, to which our attention was chiefly direct- 
ed. You observed that the Unitarians and 
Universalists were. one in sentiment; and won- 
dered that they should keep aloof from each 
other, and that the ministers of these two denom- 
inations could not exchange. I denied the 
tact, that they were agreed in opinion; andbe- 
foie our conversation was ended, you. had an 
opportunity to know, that, taking you and me 
as representatives of the two classes or denom- 
inations of Christians, (for I deny you not the 
i hristian name) there are many diiferenees in 
c LT views of ChnsUamV^ . \ ^^^q>^ ^^ ^'58\ 
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my thoughts more fully on the subject. I am 
aware, that Universalists often claim Unitarians, 
as belonging to them, and that those who have 
as-umed the name, Orthodox, are as industri- 
ous as you, to induce the belief, that we are 
Universalists; thinking, no doubt, thereby to 
give our name a blacker and more ominous 
complexion, and to make our faith more odi- 
ous and detestable. 

I heard it was observed by a Universalist 
clergyman, sometime ago, that he would rather 
his children would be under the instruction 
of Calvinists, than of Unitarians. I think also, 
on inquiry, it will be found, that in many of 
our towns, where the inhabitants are of the three 
denominations, that not a few of the Universal- 
ists pay and attend at the Trinitarian and Cal- 
vinistic, instead of the Unitarian church. I 
think also, that it has been often asserted by the 
orthodox, that the Unitarians are worse, and 
more to be dreaded than the Universalists; how 
sincerely, heaven knows, not I. 

It is also well known that the Universalists 
are not satisfied with the doctrine and manner 
of preaching of Unitarians; as, in many of our 
towns, where there is a Unitarian society, there 
is also a Universalist society formed. This is 
very strange, if there is that harmony of faith 
between them, so much talked of. Why 
was a Universalist society formed in Bq^Uv^^^ 
Roxbary, Cambridgeport,, P\^m^\j3ii^^'^i«o% 

9* 
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field, and in other towns, which might be men- 
tioned, where there was already a Unitariao 
house of worship and a clergyman ordained? 
And where there is Unitarian preaching in a 
town constantly, and Universalist occasicnUl- 
]y, why is it, that we see the Universalists so 
much more eager and punctual to attend the 
meeting, where one of their own denomination 
is expected to preacli? Why is it, tliat on other 
days they are very indifferent about going to 
meeting, if there is only a Unitarian preacher; 
nay some of them are as careful to be absent, 
as Calvinists. Such things show plainly enough, 
that there are some either imaginary or real 
points of difference, which make them earnest 
to be known as Universalists in contradistinc- 
tion from both Calvinists and Unitarians. JVIy 
observation of such things, if I had known noth- 
ing more, would have led me to suppose that 
there was, some way or other, a marked dif- 
ference between us. I shall proceed to speak 
of things which more and more confirm this sup- 
position in my mind. The Unitarians, I believe, 
generally receive and inculcate the doctrines 
of a future retribution. I am told that many of 
them reject the doctrine of ^ndlesis or eternal, 
but not of future misery. They generally hold 
that happiness or misery must be the conse- 

Suence of actk)ns, — ihe result of character; that 
le habits we form m this, will materially affect 
our conditk>ii m ano^Qx N«ox\<i. Tttfaio^tbaY 
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are not so frequent in their appeals to the fears, 
nor in their warnings and threatenings, nor in 
their proving the certainty and endless duration 
of hell-torments, as some other denominations, 
(ret I never heard tliem directly and professed- 
y laboring to refute these doctrines, i ou know^ 
that their sermons are proverbial with the ortho- 
dox for something else. They are called ' good 
moral essays' — 'good as far as they go.* If they 
were better acquainted with these sermons and 
with the gospel, and had just notions of vital 
religion, they would acknowledge, that a warm, 
an elevated, and habitual piety was taught also. 
I have received the impression from the little 
I have seen, heard, and read, that there was a 
plain difference between us, in regard to doc- 
trines, and the relative importance attached to 
them; and also in regard to our public teach- 
ing. It is true, I have been present but a 
few times, where a professed Universalist 
preached. Only five times. One of these 
was nearly twenty years ago; and I have no • 
recollection of the subject of the discourse* 
•Another was an Election Sermon, and I 
remember not that the religious creed of the 
speaker was conspicuous in his sermon. The 
remaining three were doctrinal and controver- 
sial; direct attempts to disprove the doctrine of 
future misery. But, though I have heard so 
few myself, yet \ have had many reported to 
me, not only by those wbo VJexe oy^^^^^v^^nBl 
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also by those who were friendly ; from all which 
taken together, 1 have drawn Uie inference, that 
a large proportion of the sermons and lectures, 
given by Universalists, in our country towns es- 
pecially, are, for scope, an^i substance, directed 
against any future misery at all, or against 
any after this life. 1 have thought, that 
these were among the principal and prominent 
objects, which the preachers of your denomina- 
tion had in view — viz. to disprove the doctrine 
of future misery, and to assert and maintain 
that of universal and final salvation ; to allay 
all fear and banish all anxiety about one's 
safety in the world to come. 

Now so far as my knowledge and observa- 
tion extend, I have thought there was a plain 
difference both in the niode and the subjects of 
preaching between Universalists and Unitarians. 
I have thought there was more appearance of a 
serious and devout spirit in the services of 
the latter; that the instructions of tl^eir sermons 
were more generally directed to the cause of 
virtue and piety; urging upon tlieir hearers, not 
only truths and doctrines, but their practical 
importance; urging the various duties, which 
grow out of the various relations we sustain. 
They seem to me to make greater account 
of moral and religious duties and habits; holding 
up faith as a practical principle, and happiness 
as .connected immediately with piety and virtue. 
So practicalNwas thevt ^T^^cXivck^ xKl ^xj^^a oc 
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twenty years ago, so opposed to controversy 
were they, so friendly to peace, charity and 
Catholicism, that they were charged with con- 
cealing their opinions. 

It has been a raaxim with them that a good 
heart and a good character, were worth niore 
in society, and in the sight of God, than pecu- 
liarities of opinion. For a few years past they 
have been more engaged in controversy. They 
have done it under an imperious sense of duty. 
And even in these times of division and dis- 
cord, when they have been assailed with so 
much heat and violence by various sects, they 
still retain their former principles and charac- 
ter; manifesting a conciliating and' pacific spir- 
it ; setting morals and piety above dogmatism; 
and an active charity above an intolerant and 
blind zeal, or a disobedient and dead faith. 

1 believe you are not charged witli conceal- 
ing your opinions ; nor are such complaints 
brought against your sermons, as there are 
against ours. 

I mark a plain difference in the works pub- 
lished, patronised, read and circulated by the 
two denominations. True, my knowledge and 
reading are very limited. I have, however, read 
a great njany numbers of the Trumpet ; and not 
a few of other universalist periodicals, published 
in various parts of our country. Many of your 
clergy and some of your laymen have spoken to 
us through the press. I haveWdi o^.^'^vsets^:^-^ 
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and have embraced the opportunity to examine 
their publications. I say nothing, now, of ele- 
gance of style, or soundness of doctrine. But 
when I contrast these publications and period icals 
with those of Unitarians, I think I observe, not 
only wide differences in opinion, in reasoning, 
in the mode of defending and applying divine 
truth, and in the use of scripture ; but a much 
higher tone of moral and religious feeling. I 
wish that we were much less faulty in this re- 
spect ourselves. Excepting a hymn book, or 
two, 1 know of no work of your denomination, 
which could properly be called moral, practical, 
and devotional. I would not insinuate that there 
are none ; but they have not come within my 
reach. The works, that I see, are generally 
doctrinal — controversial ; giving new explana- 
tions of passages of Scriptiu'e, relating to the 
devil, to hell, to judgment, to retribution, to 
punishment, to future misery, &c. &c. And the 
tendency of them generally seems to be — to 
produce boldness, fearlessness, and indifference 
in regard to one's future condition. I trust 
there is sincerity and piety in many of the Uni- 
versalists. I am persuaded, there are kind and 
generous hearted men, good neighbors and cit- 
izens among them. Still they seem to me to be 
sadly deficient in the duties and exercises of vi- 
tal religion. I think highly of those duties we 
owe to our fellow men ; 1 see their reasonable- 
Bess founded *m our tiaiute ^iv^ <iQrcw^\\3MCL\^ 
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importance to the welfare of society; and that 
they have the authority and sanctions of the 
Christian religion. But I remember also, that our 
Saviour has tayght us, ' he that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me ; * 
* he that taketh not his cross and followeth after 
me, is not worthy of me ; ' and that the first and 
great commandment of all, is, to love God with 
all the heart, soul, strength and mind. It has 
seemed to me, from observation, that the Univer- 
salists were not so serious, thoughtful and pray- 
erful ; that they regarded not the sabbath, the 
positive institutions, and ordinances of religion, 
the scriptures and books of devotion, and the 
means of grace and virtue generally, so highly 
as Unitarians. 1 acknowledge, with sorrow, 
there is a deplorable want of attention to these 
things among ourselves; but there seems to be a 
still greater among you. If I am not correct 
here, I desire to know it. 

Though you have so much to say about a fu- 
ture state, yet there seems to be a great deal of 
confusion, and a great diversity of opinion about 
it. One builds liis hope of salvation on the de- 
crees of God, or on election and predestination; 
another, on his goodness; another, on the atone- 
ment; another, on the paternal character of God. 
Another tells us, that our entrance into the 
spiritual world will resemble our entrance into 
this; that there will be no more consciousness, 
nor remembrance of our easM^ \i(<^ ^sv^ 0^^»l- 
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acter then, than there was of a state of preexis- 
tence, when we were born into this world. So 
no motive to virtue and piety is drawn from futu- 
rity; no motive but from the reasonable- 
ness, convenience, and present benefit of 
them. 1 would not say that yon meant to 
weiiken moral ties and restraints, and-undermine 
the foundations of piety; but only that your 
doctrines, and your manner of exhibiting them, 
have seemed to occasion and encourage a great 
deal of vice, sin, and irreligion. You will say, 
perhaps, ' The fault is not in the doctrine.* 
It is somewhere; and demands inquiry and care- 
fulness. 1 know I might apply much of this to 
your ' orthodox ' neighbors. Their way of still- 
ing conscience, of making a great amount of 
sin and corruption consistent with a state of 
grace and salvation; their manner of avoiding 
hell and getting into heaven, are to me very 
questionable. 1 believe that God possesses 
moral attributes, and that the way to heaven is 
a way of virtue and holiness. We may general- 
ly expect most error and passion in extremes. 
1 suppose there are thousands who are Univer- 
salists,who never would have been so, had every 
orthodox preacher made it his care not to be wise 
above what is written, and to speak the truth in 
love. But when one busy man represented 
hell, as containing so vast a multitude of infants, 
and of those whose g^reatest crime seemed to be 
a want of mental powets,ot ol>u!t»'«^ft^s^\V'•^ 



209 

not strange that another should be found, whose 
genius and indignation would carry him to the op« 
posite extreme; who in bis eagerness to release 
the innocent from torment, would set at liberty 
those who were suffering" condign punishment. 

When one 'jxhibited our heavenly Father as 
a God of vengeance, unmingled wrath, and des- 
potic sovereignty ; it is not surprising that another 
should be found, who would give such views 
of his character and requirements as to render 
it a matter of very Kttle importance whether men 
believed in his existence or not. 

I have thought, sir, that if your doctrines 
are errors, and their prevalence an evil, much 
of the errors and evil might be traced to the* 
ignorance, imprudence, or uncharitableness of 
t;he orthodox. • 

Sir, 1 have not approved of the feclinirs, the 
language,or the conduct of other tlenominations 
towards yours. They often seem to forget, that 
you have feelings and rights and privileges as 
well as they; and that it is as haicful to 
^ee an orthodox protestant injuring and perse- 
cuting his brethren, as to see an orthodox 
papist doing the same. Sir. 1 am willing that 
your denomination should enjoy all tlie rights, 
privileges and advantages, which belong to them. 

But I dislil<e bi«;otry, obtrusiveness, med- 
dling, and any thing that is contrary to equity," 
candor, and charity among you » as well as amon^ 
your ovthodox brethren. 1 \\\\tiVL \ c<^>JA ^^^ 
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a Baptist, a Methodist, a Calvinist and Unife^ 
salist, each with his face turned to a differoit 
church, without any sentiment of anger, ridicule, 
or scorn. But let them go peaceably. But to 
return. 

From what I have observed of the two de- 
nominations, I can see a reason, why there should 
not be an interchange of ministerial labors. I 
say the same in regard to Calvinists. I mean 
those who are strenuous in maintaining their pe- 
culiarities; who make their points of difierence 
prominent in their devotional exercises and in 
their sermons; and who think them of too much 
consequence to be passed over in silence a an- 
gle day or hour. I am willing that such should 
have churches and pastors by themselves. I 
wish not to exchange with them. ' I should ex- 
pect no benefit from such a step; but rather an 
injury to the cause of religion, and to the repu- 
tation and usefulness of those who did so. Char- 
ity does not require that we make shipwreck of 
our own faith, or treat it with indifference; though 
it does teach us to respect the faith of others. 
The consequence of such an interchange of la- 
bors, I suspect, would be, that the hearers wouU 
become captious, fastidious, dogmatical, sleep* 
tical, disputatious, opinionative, confused, unset- 
tled; — among the various plausible, and con- 
tradictory opinions, they would fix upon none. 
The real design of religion would be firustrated. 
The^ would \e«ni to ^vvXxiO cx>xv^^\s4;:^\ix>BaB^ 
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religious teacher, nor in the truth of Scripture 
itself. We might exchange, if we could be en- 
tirely silent about differences of opinion, when 
we stood in each others' desk. But if we were 
thus silent, what special need of the exchange.^ 
On the other hand, if each, or either embraced 
that opportunity to refute what he deemed the 
errors, and to destroy the influence and useful- 
ness, of him who had shown this courtesy, any 
one might see that such a course would be very 
unwise and unprofitable. Had I Universalists 
in my society, I would endeavor to treat them 
with respect and tenderness, and make it my 
care to give them no just cause of offence; I 
would not call them infidels and deists for not be- 
lievingjust as 1 did; nor mark them out from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, as persons to be abominated 
and despised. If they were candid, I should 
hope to edify and comfort them. If they were 
serious and religiously disposed persons, and 
wished to join my church, I would bid them wel- 
come. I would . admit professors of their de- 
nomioaiion to the Lord's table, and baptise their 
children, I would endeavor to treat thus the mem« 
bers of other denominations, who might find it 
convenient or desirable to join my society. But 
I should not expect they would ask me to ex« 
change with their ministers. It would only pre- 
pare the way for strife and division, if they 
would not be satisfied with this course, I would 
relinquish my place, and they mx^X^^X^N^ 
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one, who rated the humble pittance of a cler- 
gyman above christian truth, and christian char* 
acter. Very different has been the situation of 
many Unitarians in orthodox parishes. They 
cannot have their children baptised; they cannot 
be admitted as members of their churches, and 
communicants with them. Their minister in 
his grace, blessing, doxology, prayer, hymn and 
sermon, either by ignorance or design, or in some 
other way, grieves, disgusts or shocks him. He 
is often treated with great rudeness and indigni- 
ty; and has no room to forget that he is an alien 
and an outcast. 

On the whole, I have sometimes doubted 
whether this community of parishes, flocks and 
pulpits, was beneficial. Say that farmers, mer- 
chants, doctors, lawyers, instructers of youth, 
governors of states, should pursue this course. 
Disorder and evil would be the result most 
generally. Happy would it have been for 
thousarids of churches, had the 'ano;els' of them 
been wiihout either wings or foot; and just able 
to preach from week to week the apostolic, 
evangelical, and truly orthodox sermon, mttle 

CHILDREN, LOVE ONE INOTHKh! ExCUSC mC; 

I feel interested in my subject. It claims a 
great deal more attention than it has ever yet 
received. People forget what they should sjo 
to meeting for. With nianv, it is to gratify 
curiosity, not to worship God. These ex- 
changes' do not a WlAe to Vcc\> \\^ -sskv te^^cJ^a- 
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meat; to perpetuate false views of piety. They 
go to meeting foi the sake of the man; their 
God, their Redeemer, the Bible, the salvation 
ol their own souls, are objects which scarcely 
come into their minds. A minister who is wor- 
thy of a ^parish, ought to remain chiefly at home. 
When a stranger takes his place, how many 
may suffer by it! There are the faint hearted, 
the wavering, the tempted, the anxious, the sick, 
the afflicted;— there are many such cases al- 
ways, which a faithful minister ought to know, 
and ought to he able to manage better than a 
stranger. Too many diink of a minister, as 
only a person who is to come one day in a 
week into a certain place, and deliver an ele- 
gant prayer and an eloquent, ingenious, original, 
classic discourse. 1 hey want something neiy, 
as Demosthenes and Paul both told the Athe- 
nians they did. They but poorly understand 
what a clergyman slioujd be and do. They 
do not consider that it is his duty to 'preach 
Christ crucified,' and to exhort them to take 
the cross against all the delusions, follies, vani- 
ties, errors and sins, of the world, and become 
pure in heart, holy in Ufe and conversation, 
the humble and obedient disciples of Jesus. 

But why am I saying these things to you — S( 
stranger to the duties, the cares, and trials of 
our profession!^ — I fear also a stranger to the 
exercises and joys of a pious heart and a reli- 
gious JifeJ You appeared \a iSka^SiA ^s^ft A 
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those, who love to talk and dispute; but \ 
think and feel very little of the importance 
religion, or of their own obligations to G 
Sir, you are already in the wane of life. H 
much good you have done, I know not. ^ 
ought to have been doing good continua 
advancing the cause of virtue and relig 
You have attended a great deal to doctrii 
Let nie advise you now to be alive to the du 
they imply and teacli. You are not ha 
now. Your lips, your eyes, your whole co 
tenance, told me so. You want a penit 
a pious, a believing and grateful heart; a s 
dued temper, a spiritual mind, a good c 
science, and a lively hope. Be more freqi 
in looking into your own breast; in meditai 
on the devotional and preceptive parts of sc 
ture, in thinking of your Saviour; in commui 
with God. That you may so take your c: 
here, as to have a crown hereafter, is the pn 
of your well-wisher, &c. 



LETTER LXIU. 

Dear friend, 

As we were speaking of the Shakers, so: 
time ago, you wondered that they could com 
to such a life. But could you know facts, 
circumstances, as they are^ the mystery wc 
be revealed. Lftt me le^ ^oidji ^ ^v^sr|^ 
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appose might often be told, with some little 
ariations. 

A gentleman, his wife, and children, passing 
brougha Shaker village, were prompted by cu- 
iosity to stop their carriage, and get out to see 
bem. The gentleman was rich, his wife ele- 
;ant and accomplished; his children well- 
lehaved and beautiful. He was known on 
'Change,' and she in the most brilliant circles. 
They were neither irreligious nor proud. They 
yent to church; they were observed at times 
Q the dwellings of the poor, and some of their 
;hoicest wines found a way into the chambers 
)f the sick. 

They called at the office, and were received 
vith such urbanity, as the faith of a Shaker will 
illow him to show to a man of the world. 
There was a striking contrast between the ap- 
)earance of those who were getting out of the 
jarriage, and that of those who opened and 
;ave them entrance. The children were all 
jyes and ears; so were their parents. The 
)rother and sister of the office led them out to 
lee the buildings, shop§, machines, farms, and 
hen took them into the gardens. They asked 
juestions, and the Shakers answered them. 
The lady and her female guide strayed into a 
emote part of the herb garden; and then the 
ady began to express her sympathies and sor- 
'ows for the condition of her hostess. 'I would 
lot live here were I you.' ^ tieMaat -^^nS^l^X^ 
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were I you,' said the Sbakeress; and her eyes 
began lo swell, ns though they would have wept. 

But those fountains were low. She biid 
drawn from diem often and long. Niobe and 
Laocoon do not weep in marble. I^ut tiioughshe 
was teark;ss,her heart was full of ^rief, and her 
pale face told you of uaforgotten afflictions. The 
lady looked on her with intense interest. The 
question and scrutiny overcame she Sbakeress at 
first; but she soon gathered strength and assumed 
a more di.:nified air and tone. 

'You wonder ai my choice. It was not choice, 
but neccssitv. You think, I forsook the world! 
The world forsook me. 1 was bom in poverty, 
and doomed to servitude. My parents died 
when I was young. I worked bard for a scanty 
subsistence, till eighteen; and then, bearing of 
this people, fled to them for protection. Their 
doocs were opened to me, and I entered and 
found rest. 

' I once lived with the rich, fashionable and 
gay. My food, my clothes, my bed, told me I was 
a menial. The language of my employers told 
me the same daily. Here I found wholesome 
food, clean and tidy raiment, and was haded 
by every one as a sister. I had not been taught 
religion. I lived among Christians, and close 
by the house of God; but I had no decent dress, 
or no time. They had prayers in the family, 
where 1 was sometimes; but I was getting break- 
fast, or taking cate o( xke Oa^^^scv« ^Vrt^ VaiL 
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Bibles, but they were sealed to me. I knew 
there was a God, and good men; but i^orance 
kept me from a throne of grace; and my servile 
condition kept me from die society of the gen- 
erous and humane. 

' The kindness of these people excited my 
gratitude and won my heart. I could easily re- 
pose confidence in those, who had showed such 
charity. They who had taken such care of my 
body seemed qualified to watch over my soul. 
They taught me religion. 1 soon joined with 
them in the song and the dance. You think 
our religion superstition and error; but it sup- 
ports me here ; and gives me hope of a here- 
after. It is the religion of those who have 
been kind to me, and it is mine also. Why 
would you draw me into the world again? What 
motive can I have? Will the world treat me as 
kindly as I am treated here? Would you take 
me into your family, and call me sister?' The 
lady was saved from answering the question by 
the approach of her husband and children. They 
thanked the Shakers for their civilities and rode 
off. 

Not a few of tlie Shakers have become such from 
misfortune, disappointment; or from a viswnary, 
fanciful mind; not from conviction, and long in- 
vestigation. A person is aflflicted and deserted* 
He goes to tlie Shakers, and finds consolatioa 
and friends. Another is poor and hjas a helpless 
fsani]/. They must go to the aka^Wac^^ ^si\a 
10 
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put out to serrice. He prefers the decent and 
quiet life of these shakers. A poor deluded 
girl becomes the mother of a child. It is given 
to the shakers. Did you know the history of 
these people you would find they are generally 
the sons and daughters of sorrow. Did you 
know more of the world, you would not won- 
der that so many had sought this asylum, but 
that so few. A pity it is, that other places of 
refuge cannot be opened to such beings, where 
they would have all these temporal and social 
blessings, and be trained up under the influence 
of a religion, more plainly taught in the gospel. 
Thank God for your condition, and try to mel- 
iorate that of others. Yours. 



LETTER LXIV. 

To A. H. 

Dear friend, 

I write often now to atone for my long silence. 
If I send you a dozen letters at once, you need 
not read them in a day. And if you do, you 
will not lay them by never to be read again. 

You mentioned to me one book in the Bible, 
which had not the name of the Supreme Being 
in it. But what of that? His hand, his prov- 
idence, is \egi\Ae m ev^r^ ^"aj^ of it. A feast 
of gratitude \s msux-uxei. \\i ^^\£ficcfiSBMs«&K».^ 



S19 

the signal events there recorded, and the woo* 
derful deliverance wrought for the Jews. 

The pure in heart can see God even where 
his name is not written. View your own form. 
Walk in yofur garden. Every plant and flower 
will tell you of him. Look at the stars; look 
at everything. The word, God, is not. on the 
leaves of the lily; but does it not tell you most 
eloquently, that his hand has given it beauty and 
fragrance? 

You said the book of Esther wanted that 
name. 1 told you there was another book with- 
out it; and you could 'not tell which. I was 
the first to inform a very respectable clergyman, 
that the name of God was not to be found in 
Canticles. I did not tell you ; for you had 
not read Hebrew, and he had ; and I wished to 
keep your curiosity excited a little longer. Per- 
haps, if you find it before this letter reaches you, 
you will ascribe my refusal to disclose the se- 
cret, to modesty, or delicacy. No. That book 
is in the Bible, and 1 believe it has been abused 
both by saints and sinners. The former have 
spiritualized it too much ; the latter have turned it 
to a worse account. It is not so low and vulgar, 
as low and vulgar minds often make it. There 
is no unchaste sentiment, no obscene express- 
ion, and no unlawful passion encouraged in it. 
We must remember that it was not written lately 
and in our own country; but three thousand 
years ago, aad in the East. \ wSV ttfiV wj \sss« 
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much it aids one's devotions; but it need not 
enkindle unholy desire$. It is not the language 
of libertinism and sensualil j. It breathes a chaste 
and virtuous love; and such is capable of ai'dor. 
Therq are many passages of Scripture, which 
may cause a blush, excite a smile, ridicule, and 
unhallowed thoughts; but die tlioughts must 
have been already corrupted, and the imagi- 
nation polluted. Learn to overcome and resist 
every such temptation, by calling to mind the 
holy doctrines and precepts of the gospel. Bless- 
ed are the pure in heart. 

There is a counterfeit to everything good and 
true. A false hope, a false fear, a false shame. 
Some are ashamed of Christ, and some glory in 
their shame. There are portions of scripture, 
which need not be read aloud in the house of 
God, nor in famiUes. One acquainted with the 
Bible and with religion, will easily discern 
them. Yet when you do read any chapters, 
and words occur which may possibly be ■ the 
occasion of vain and sinful thoughts in die minds 
of others, do not hope to mend the matter by 
omitting or altering the word ; by hesitating or 
pronouncing it in a low and hurried voice. It 
will defeat your purpose, and produce the op- 
posite effect. No. Read it in that solemn and 
reverential manner, which shall check imagina- 
tion and fancy, and give piety the ascendancy 
over them. Speaking of t^adlu^ the Scriptures 
leads me to a kiudteA xo^\c, — ^«^^tws«i* 
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In your devotions, as in everything else, let 
the Saviour be your pattern. His prayers are 
generally short, artless, comprehensive — suited 
to the occasion and circumstances. He calls 
God, Father. He uses the language of faith 
and piety. The prayers, which we often listen 
to, discover a fastidious taste and a prurient ear; 
and speak of a heart panting after human glory 
and worldly applause, rather than after the living 
God. When you pray, think of your mercies, 
and also of your sins ; think of your friends and 
enemies ; of the poor, the afflicted, the sick and 
the sinful ; and let a fervent charity aqd a holy 
love kindle your devotions into a pure and 
steady flame. 

* He shall save his people from their sins.' 
The practice of many professed Christians 
says, he shall save his people in their sins. 
The Shakers talk of travelling 'out of sin.' Paul 
says, shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid! Yet many talk of their 
indwelling and daily, numberless sins, as though 
they were consistent with a state of grace, and 
with their hopc'of salvation. Endeavor to grow 
stronger in the Lord, and in every virtue ! 
Christian virtue implies not only a warfare, but 
a victory. That you may gain it and be crown- 
ed, is the prayer of your friend. 
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LETTER LXV. 

My dear friend, 

You recollect the conversation, we had Sun- 
day after meeting, respecting the sermon I had 
just delivered. I hope you have often thought 
of it since, and are more and more reconciled 
to the sentiments advanced in it. I cannot tell 
you in words, how glad I was to find, on ray 
third visit to P., that you weie one of my con- 
stant and attentive hearers. I was glad to see 
you join in our worship. I knew it must be 
peculiarly grateful to your husband, and to 
others, who highly regarded you. I knew also 
it was among the last desires of one whom 
neither of us shall forget. But these were not 
my only reasons for gladness. I thought you 
now more in the way of your dignity and duty, 
as a faithful and affectionate wife; and in a situ- 
ation more favorable to your growth in grace, 
and in the knowledge of your Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. My prayer is, that you may 
continue to attend the Unitarian meeting, and 
that you may there be edified and comforted. 
May many others be encburaged by your exam- 
ple to pay some regard to the feelings and 
counsel of those who sustain the nearest relations 
to them, his painful to think, how much dis- 
cord, coldness, disltvvsl, siud strife.^ prevail nowr 
in families — \n, Yiov? roaii^ *vfts\»xiG^!9» ^<«sissie5JQ& 



peace and happiness are spoiled by a bad use 
of religion, which should make every hou'^e a 
Bethel and a house of mercy. It is painful to 
think, how many daughters and wives are en- 
ticed and lured away — their hearts alienated 
^m those whom nature and grace teach 
them to love; their minds filled with prejudices 
and disrespect towards those the most justly 
entitled to their regard and confidence. How 
much grief, sorrow, and despondency, these 
things cause! How many men, disappointed, 

Eerplexed, indignant, enraged — have laid the 
lame, where they ought not to have laid it. 
They ought not to hate and reject the gospel, 
that breathes a spirit of peace, love, mercy and 
charity. Let tliem judge justly! 

As soon as a church is formed, I hope you 
and your husband will join it, and become wor- 
thy communicants at the Lord's table. You 
know the needed preparation, — charity to men, 
penitence for sin, faith in Christ, piety to God, 
sincere desires to remember, love, honor, and 
obey your Saviour. Let it not keep you back, 
because some will join and partake, whose life 
is not so holy and exemplary as it should be. 
Pray for them, and by your example and influ- 
ence endeavor to make them more fit for these 
duties. Be thankful to God that they think even 
so much of religion. Remember that our com- 
memorating the death of Christ is not an evi- 
dence that we are already ^etiecX^X^xsXXS!^^^^ 
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holy desires and resolutions to be conformed to 
him in temper and in conduct. We cannot al- 
ways draw the line of distinction correctly be- 
tween the worthy and the unworthy. We must 
leave that to Him who knows the heart. I must 
think that many have very wrong views of this 
ordinance. They suppose , that the person who^ 
is admitted to it, must have arrived at a state of 
grace and goodness, beyond the reach of im- 
perfection or failing. But you know that this is 
contrary to fact. iVlany church members walk 
disorderly and unworthily; — and so do those 
who are not. And the difference between them 
lies here; the church member owns his obliga- 
tions, professes his faith, and obeys the dying 
command of the Saviour; and perhaps he also 
thinks of 'and bewails his sins; while the other, 
who is out of thb church, though he is under 
the strongest obUgations to do the same, yet 
does them not. 

It is a painful sight to witness any one acting 
inconsistently with his professions, and contrary 
to duty. But let it not deter us from doing our 
own. Let it be a motive to prayer, charity, 
patience and perseverance. Be watchful, lest 
pride enter your heart. Some give us reason 
to think, that they neglect these ordinances 
because they feel above them; or account them- 
selves,' in some way or other, purer and better 
tiian those who be\on^ \o \feax church! But 
ivijether the church \>e\M%b w ^\»»S\r^ f^s®?^^ 
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ed of the poor and ignorant, or of the intelligent 
and rich; contninuiG: many wh ) nre cold, luke- 
warm and ciirelesij, siili you may, even tLere, 
banish 3^our shame, and profess your faith in 
the Lord Jesus, and own yourself a member of 
Am church. And if those who are around you, 
moriify and discourage )0u, think of the many 
good Christians there are elsewhere, to whom 
you are allied; and of the general assembly and 
church of the first born, — to uhiih may you 
finally belong! I say these things to you more 
freely now, because I am not expecting ever to 
labor among you again. I consider our views 
of Christianity agreable to the gospel, and there- 
fore, I pray for their prevalence; — favorable to 
virtue, piety, ceaseless joy; and I praj that they 
may be yours! 



LETTER LXVI. 

To Dr Watts. 
My dear Watts, 

Why should I not write to you and express 
my feelings and thoughts, just as if 1 knew you 
among the living on earth; or as though this 
letter could visit you in the world^ of spirits? 
Let me indulge myself in this pleasing Ulusion: 
It cannot injure you, and it w\\\ \i^ ^ ^'^\\^^'^- 
Jon to me. You left this suVAvxftarj ^ xiaaxNsi 
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scene before my birth. But though an ocean 
separates the places of our nativity; and a cen- 
tury and a lonib seem to increase tl)c obstacles 
to our intercourse; yet have 1 a fellow-feeling 
for you, as thouf:;h you were by me and my 
friend. I have read your life; and many of your 
writings are familiar to me. These things have 
endeared you to my memory, and strengthened 
my attachment to you. 1 was but a poor litde 
village boy, when I first got a sight of your 
* divine songs for children' — divine they were 
in my eye; though 1 now pf^rceive errors in 
them. They were exposed for sale in a shop; 
but I had not a sixpence in the world, and I 
went away with an aching and longing heart. 
But an elder brother had the money ; and that 
pearl, within a few days, became our own. I 
read it with rapture. You would have been 
pleased to see us enjoying this mental and mor- 
al feast. I never shall forget that day. It scarce- 
ly required an effort of memory to treasure up 
those beautiful hymns. They delighted and 
impressed my heart. No doubt, before your 
departure, there were many children, that liad 
learned and loved this little book. 

But you would be glad to know how many 
millions since, not only in Europe, but in Amer- 
ica also, are repeating those hymns. What a 
satisfaction must it be to you that you have en- 
/igbtened, warmed aadviovxmVve^^ci \xv.aay ypuih- 
/bJ minds! If you cou\A\oo^^.^lQf^\v ^wsl^^sk. 
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celestial abode, and hear so many feeble and 
lisping voices chanting your strains; if you 
could hear so many pious and affectionate mo- 
thers, expressing their fond solicitude, and lull- 
ing their pretty babes to sleep with singing your 
cradle hymn; and then could you enter our 
churches, and find your psalms and hymns 
lying in every pewy — O. it must delight you! I 
have compared you with some of the poets of 
the present day, who are by too many account- 
ed greater poets than you. But liow awful 
are the manifestations of their superiority of gen- 
ius! The wise and pious father will not 
give their works to his child, any more than 
he would give him a stone for bread, and a ser- 
pent for a fish. And no careful mother would 
recommend them to her pure and delicate daugh- 
ter, any more than she would deliver her into 
the hands of the libertine. I often think of 
these things, and call your rank an envisible, a 
glorious one. Johnson thought it presumptuous 
to write your life, and give you the lowest place 
in the scale of the muses. Perhaps it was his love 
of singularity and obstinacy, that made him speak 
with so much decency, as he did, concerning 
you, and your literary merits. 

But the voice of time, and unadulterated na- 
ture have done you justice. Youthful inno- 
cence, and virgin purity, and holy affection, have 
all ranged themselves on yout ^Ydi^, ^ocftfe A 
those poets, whom Johnson ptoi^ed^^x^Wx^^s^ 
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read and known. Tliey are locked up in libra- 
ries, as interdicted fruit, and the worm is feed- 
ing sweetly on them, and they are covered with 
the dust of time. 

Johnson, doubtless, would have done differ- 
enlly, if instead of trying to assist men in sing- 
ing the praises of God, you had taught them to 
sing the praises of his church; or employed your 
genius and time on a subject of less importance. 
But I suspect you had, while living, — ^you cer- 
tainly have now, some learned, and many pious 
persons for your admirers; and many also are 
miitating you in devoting their talents and their 
muse to holy purposes. 

We have taken the liberty to alter many of 
your hymns, because we have different views 
of the doctrines they inculcate. We have 
lately found a letter of your own, which ex- 
presses your disapprobation of some of your 
earlier performances. If there were errors in 
your creed, you will be glad to find them cor- 
rected; if not, you will look with a charitable 
and pitiful eye on us. 

I do not approve all your poetry, fou would 
suspect me ot flattery, if I said I did. ' I leave 
out many of your psalms, and more of your 
hymns ; not thinking them proper helps to a 
Unitarian's devotion. I think you one of the 
best men that ever lived ; but your goodness 
did not make your o^\moti^ Ci^xxsasv «b^ xs^aa. I 
was sorry for the mwiUoxi^oxsLtDa^^ A Y«S»- 
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in one of your l^yric Poems ; but 1 trust, that 
* fair charity, sister of faith,'* and yet greater, 
has, long ago, showed you that excellent man, 
and that you have embraced him in all the ardor 
of spiritual love. I imagine, I can see plainly 
by your writings that you had a tender and be- 
nevolent heart; and that if language of seeming 
severity and harshness fell from your lips, it is 
to be attributed to that deep interest you felt in 
the caTise of true reli^sion, and the welfare of 
unmortal souls. Your Sermons, Treatise on 
tlie Passions, Guide to Prayer, Improvement 
of the Mind, Solemn Address to the Deity, Or- 
tliodoxy and Charity united, are still printed and 
read with much avFdity. Your Solemn Address, 
and your Orthodoxy and Charity united, I have 
read with great pleisure and profit. We often 
sing your Indian Philosopher, and sympathise 
with that sorrow, which, we imagine, was the 
occasion of it. Some of your hymns are in the 
Roman Catholic Manual. We all get some- 
thing from you. 1 trust yon are now reaping 

*See his poem on Mr Locke's 'Annotations upon 
several parts of the New Testament.' I allude to 
those lirifS: — 

'Sist«»r of faith, fair charity. 

Show me the wondrous man on high' — 

implying much doubt, whether that excellent man 
Was in heaven; and that doubt was occasioned bya 
iisj>posed error in Mr Locke's faith, 
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sso 

the rich reward of your Jiumble piety, and your 
very useful life, 

1 am hoping to have the privilege, sometime 
of seeing you, where I can tell you much better, 
than I can now, with what high and affectionate 
regards 1 am your friend. 
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